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OLD DOMINION CHAPTER FEBRUARY 9, 2010 MEETING

Broad Street Station (Science Museum of Virginia), 7:30 PM
Tuesday, February 9, 2010
Program: "Evan Siler's Photos Around Richmond."

Past ODC member, Evan Siler, took numerous photographs of trains around Richmond during the steam
era in the 1940-50's. At the February 9th chapter meeting we will look at several of them produced on a CD
by Jeff Hawkins during his research for his new book on "Richmond Railroads," which is now available. This
portion of the collection from ODC's archives will feature black & white images of ACL, N&W & SOU steam
in the 1940s. Remember, we now meet on the second Tuesday. Bring a friend and don't miss this special
"treat." Door prizes too!

W T e

HULL STREET
STATION
REHABILITATION

Project No. ENGD-127-123 Photo of sign at Old Dominion Railway Museum
Start Da . Renovation. This picture was taken in November 2009.
' Spacemakers, Inc. is the General Contractor.
Keith Crump, who is now deceased, is the person in the
photo. For more news on the progress at the Museum
see article inside this newsletter. Photo courtesy of
Bill Todd. Thanks so much, Bill, for sharing.

Note: The Hull Street Station committee is inviting all
interested to a meeting at the station on Saturday,
January 30 (ice and snow dété&ebruary 6). See
article inside for more details.




OLD DOMINION CHAPTER MUSEUM UPDATE
by Bill Todd

The last progress meeting prior to this submission took place on January 14. The floor sub base in
the passenger side is in; wall studs are up; and some drywall was also up. Visitors can now get a clear
picture of how the new renovation will look inside the depot. The freight side is in good shape. Some floor
polishing is necessary where the dividing wall was moved slightly, and some ceiling work remains. Electrical
rough-in is 40% complete, and plumbing rough-in (under floor) is 90% complete; above floor 85%.
Discussions with Va. Power are ongoing about power requirements and CT cabinet. The sanitary outlet is
still under review. The ramp adjacent to the freight end is also under review.

We are working with the City of Richmond on reimbursements. They seem to have located all of
their missing files, and some reimbursements are expected to commence shortly. Much work remains on
this front, however. One point just raised by Richmond in early January is that they will only reimburse ODC
for payments made by ODC to the General Contractor or architect. Unfortunately, they never brought this
up during 2009 since last summer while attending our depot meetings. This is why the submissions by the
GC to Richmond for payment have not been paid, despite funds available through VDOT. Our ODC treasurer
is now taking with local banks about a "bridge loan."

MEETING AT HULL STREET STATIONT JANUARY 30
BY Bob Dickinson
All, the Hull Street Station committee would like to invite all interested to a meeting at the Station on Saturday
Jan.30" from 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM (Ice and snow date Feb. 6™) Agenda as follows:
1. Tour building and review progress of renovation.
2. Discuss ideas and resources for interior exhibits including the following:
A. Station masters office.
B. Waiting room.
C. Model train layout.
D. Other exhibits in freight room.
3. Discuss exterior exhibits and facilities.
A. Handicapped ramp.
B. Cars and locomotives.
C. Front platform and fence.
D. Rear fence and team track.
4. Discuss museum and gift shop setup, staffing ,and management.
5. Volunteers and duties!
6. Set date and time for next meeting.
If you have additional items, ideas, or suggestions or cannot make it on Saturday morning please email or call.
Thanks, Bob

NEW HIGHBALL DEADLINES & E-mail of HIGHBALL

Since our chapter meetings are now one week earlier than last year, we need to submit our Highball items to Betty
Staples, editor, earlier too. Therefore, our new deadline for submissions to Betty will be on the last Monday of the month
preceding the next chapter meeting. In other words, for March the deadline is February 22; for April the deadline is March 29;
and for May the deadline is April 26.

The article in January on members receiving the issues of the newsletter by e-mail instead of snail mail was very
responding. As of now we have 20 listings and hopefully it will continue to grow as members change his/her listing., a huge plus
it will be delivered on time, plus the photos will all be in color , and the biggest change it will save the chapter a lot of money
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www.odcnrhs.org and see the current and past issues. Check it out




HALLSBORO by Kevin Frick

Bob Stevens, Randy Ridgley and | began removing some of the debris from the shed collapse. We were able to remove
all of the debris on track 4 from the collapsed roof to the east end of the caboose. | was able to get inside of the caboose and
look at the roof beneath the collapse. The rubber roofing material has been torn in at least three places and will need repair or
replacement. We will not know the extent of the damage until all of the collapsed material has been removed and we can
inspect the roofs of the caboose, the Dinwiddie County and the boxcar. Kevin ¢1/16/10

Randy Ridgley, Ned Krack, Bob Stevens, Steve Harrison and Kevin Frick were at the property on Saturday, the 23rd. They
were able to remove the roof debris form the RF&P caboose. The caboose has roof covering damage in several places. The
cupola has received damage to the roof and several boards are broken going inside the cupola about six inches. | think these
boards can be cut out and replaced by the tongue and groove pieces we may have left. The roof covering will have to be patched.
The roof is still hanging precariously off of the Dinwiddie County and the box car. We pulled the caboose from under the
remnants of the building, chained it to the track and applied the brakes. This will prevent any further damage from the roof
falling into it. We hope to continue with our efforts to get the building disassembled and removed from the area. We are
checking into a replacement building that will be steel and Liphart Steel is working with us to give us a quote on a building. | feel
there is no justification in the chapter putting up more wooden structures that we are unable to maintain. | am hoping the new
"roof" will be covered by the insurance costs. Kevin ¢1/23/10

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DAMAGE TO SHED at Hallsboro caused by various factors

These photos were taken by various members of the chapter. Our thanks for sharing. Help is needed. Please volunteer. Each
hand is appreciated.

The first two photos are of the shed and Dinwiddie County and Caboose before damaget photos from website. Bottom two
photos made by Sam Watkins on 12/29/09.




This photo was made on 12/27/09 when Randy Ridgley, member, went to Hallsboro. HeentittSR (1 KS LIK2 (2 X ®
BAD SANTA Most appropriate!
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The C&0 HM-6 was not damaged at all.

Archives Meetings Scheduled
The Archives Committee will meet on Thursdays 4 & 18 Feb at 3600 W. Broad St. @ 1900 hrs.
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BLAST FROM THE PAST

The Rappahannock Chapter, NRHS Mail PouchNB LI2 NIi SR Ay WI ydzZt NB GKFG {SFo2l NRQ
Derailed twice in two days during January 1949. The first derailment took place in Milford, Virginia on the RF&P RR. Ten of the
17 cars derailed causing numerous injuries and property damage, including 1,000 feet of track. RF&P blamed the Milford
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The second derailment occurred in Groveland, Fla. on the SAL RR. Nineteen persons were injured and taken to hospitals
in Leesburg, Fla. Three Pullmans overturned in a swamp, and nine other cars left the track. Passengers not hospitalized resumed
their northbound trip in four cars that remained on the rails. SAL's "Orange Blossom Special" was an all Pullman, heavyweight
winter season only train between New York and Miami that operated between 1925-1952. It was superseded by the "Silver Star"
and additional Pullmans on the "Silver Meteor," both lightweight streamliners that ran all year (and still do).
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The World of Railroads

by Jerry Grosshans

Peach State Xpress {dzyaSi F2N) 0KS {dzyaSUiKKK! YOUNI 1 Q& rucdute beRiceoF 5 A NI (
much of the Sunset Limited route. Currently running three times per week between New Orleans and Los Angeles, under the
new proposal a train would run from Los Angeles to San Antonio and then up to Chicago on a daily schedule. Another new daily
train would connect San Antonio to New Orleans. Nothing has been proposed to cover the New Orleans to Florida, which lost
Amtrak service after hurricane Katrina.

China has been setting rail speed records with a run between Guangzhou and Wujan, averaging over 215 mph.
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originally anticipated, and fare revenues have been 87% higher than expected.
Richmond Times Dispatch Old Dominion University is back in the game regarding maglev research, with testing on a
new vehicle to begin later this year. The vehicle is believed to be the size of a bus.
Interchange Train riders in England were rescued from their stalled train by the newly built steam 1002 Y2 1 A @S @& ¢ 2 Ny |
The original train was disabled by cold and snow, which proved to be no obstacles to the steam locomotive.

The Pacific Locomotive Association and The Central Coast Railway Club (California) have announced an excursion to be
pulled by ex-Santa Fe 4-8-4 # 3751, between Los Angeles and San Diego on May 1, and return to LA on May 2, with ticket prices
to start at $99. For more information contact the Central Coast railway Club, P. O. Box 434, Santa Clara, CA 95022 or at
www.goldenstaterails.com.



http://www.goldenstaterails.com/

The World of Railroads (continued)
High Iron After a few quiet years, the American Trucking Association has begun a campaign aimed at making certain that
no Highway Trust Fund monies go to any form of rail whether passenger or intermodal freight. The association is also lobbying
to increase maximum allowable weight from 80,000 Ib to 97,000 Ib.
Midwest Rail Scene Report Work has begun on replacing the 118 year old railroad bridge over the Mississippi River at
Burlington, lowa with a modern lift span which virtually will double the shipping channel on the river, the old bridge being a
swinging style. This bridge is not the BNSF route which hosts the California Zephyr and about 30 other freight trains. It is also
one of the top three bridges in the country to be hit by barges or tugboats, and opens roughly 300 times per month.
Union Pacific has begun routing double stack trains over Donner Pass, having done tunnel work to allow clearance. UP
can run trains up to 9000 feet over Donner, previous route via the Feather River Canyon only allowing 5700 feet. The Donner
Pass is shorter and faster, but with a more severe grade. UP spent roughly $86.8 million on this project, turning down $43
million in state aid due to the state attaching many strings to its proposal.
CSX release CSX has named David A. Brown as executive vice president and chief operating officer as of January 1,
succeeding Tony Ingram. In turn Brown will be succeeded by Cindy M. Sanborn in the position of Chief Transportation Officer.
Tarheel Telegrapher Norfolk Southern has been named to Inbound Logisticsa | I3 T Ay SQa Hp Y2ad &aDNB
|.
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The Semaphore The New York Department of Transportation and Norfolk Southern are studying ways to upgrade or
replace the famous bridge over Letchworth Gorge. The 134 year old bridge is the weakest link in the former Conrail Southern
Tier line operated now by NS. The present bridge is 819 feet in length and towers over 200 feet. Also cars with the new 286,000
fod ftAYAOGD FYR GNIAYya 6A0GK 20SN) (g2 t202Y20A0Sa y28 OF yQi
NARP News The offices of the National Association of Railroad Passengers has moved its offices to 505 Capitol Court, NE,
#300, Washington, DC 20002-7706. The telephone and fax number for NARP have not changed.
Potomac Rail News The effort to help John Helmstetter rebuild his barn is an unqualified success. For a considerable
period of time, Helmstetter was of considerable assistance to the Western Maryland Scenic Railroad, allowing access to his
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line and photography of it. In late July a fire destroyed his over 100 year old bar, killed 14 head of cattle and his border collie,
Teddy. Led largely by Carl Franz, the railroad ran several benefit trips to raise funds. On November 12 over 100 Amish men
arrived and after 8 hours had erected a substantial replacement barn. Over $40,000 was raise for | St yaiSGiia.SNna o8 Yy
Railfan & Railroad

The Port of Tacoma, WA will lease the former Coast Engine & Equipment facilities to Progress Rail Services, the
locomotive building subsidiary of Caterpillar. CEECO shut down in July after 60 years in the business. Progress intends to add at
least 100 jobs to the facility.

Union Railroad in Pittsburgh has broken with its tradition of dark and subdued colors for its equipment with a bright red
and yellow scheme.

After several years of negotiations, the National Railroad Museum in Green Bay, WI and Northstar Rail (Friends of the
261) were unable to reach an agreement as to the future use of ex-Milwaukee 4-8-4 #261, which at present, is torn down for a
required overhaul. Returned to action in 1993, 261 has made many successful trips including the New River Train. Northstar Rail
is looking for another large locomotive to restore and operate, several ex-Burlington4-8-n Qa SEA &G | & 6 St f I a
Burlington 4-6-4, a Great Northern 4-8-4 and a sister to 261, namely 265 at the lllinois Railway Museum. No doubt other
locomotives will be considered but museum also stated that it hope that 261 would continue in excursion service.

The Nevada State Railroad Museum has unveiled its restored McKeen Motor Car #22 at Carson City, NV with form
ceremonies on May 9. This car is the only McKeen car believed to exist.

The February issue of R&R has a nice article about railfanning in Ashland; however, most of the accompanying
photography is somewhat dated, back in the RF&P existence era.
Trains | YA2Y tFOAFTAO KIa |yy2dzyOSR GKIFG Ada FlLY2dza aKSNAGF IS
As major overhauls become due, these units will revert to Amour yellow and conventional numbers.

Canadian Pacific and GE are testing the use of biofuels in four AC4400 units in Captive Calgary-Edmonton service. The
fuel is actually 95% petroleum and 5% biodiesel, which may have a tendency to congeal at low temperatures.
Progressive Railroading ¢ KS [ SI 3dzS 2F wlAf gl & LYyRdzAGNE 22YSy Kla ylYSR
of Public Affairs, as the recipient of its Woman of the Year award for 2009.

S

Several months ago, The Highballranz | & | (GNA6dziS (2 GKS 138 YSAGK / NYzyLJ
like to elaborate on that poem, which is actually a well-known country and western/bluegrass hymn with the three verses as
shown, with a refrain. At one time | had (and may still have) a recording of this hymn, and | know it was on one of the railroading
song tapes that were sold by the museum.
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The World of Railroads (continued)

| have a newsletter which shows the proposed CSX upgrading of trackage to allow for doublestack trains through
Richmond and further north and west. Accompanying the article is a map showing, Petersburg, Portsmouth and Weldon, NC
which would appear to show that CSX will use Norfolk Southern trackage between Petersburg and Portsmouth. | would like
further information on the proposed CSX plans, if such are available.
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As we will soon be able to move into the station, the museum could (in my opinion) use several things:

1.

A history of the triple crossing, with some different photography, perhaps, a view from overhead, some actual

data about the construction, such as who, what, and when, together with photographs of construction or

updating (I understand that C&O upgraded its viaduct line). As the Old Dominion Chapter uses the triple

crossing as its logo, and it is independently famous, we ought to have some sort of display going into some

depth about it.

The museum, has, courtesy of the family of the late Cecil Dickerson, an excellent display of telegraph
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railroad communications. We really need an older model, with crystals, which can be turned on and off,

without losing its settings and thereby need calibration. So if anyone has an older crystal type scanner, or

crystals for C&0O, ACL and Seaboard, especially such would be appreciated. | have an older scanner, but

without the proper crystals, | cannot be certain it is operable.

While | have an Amtrak and will get a Norfolk Southern Calendar, any calendars from other railroad and

railroading enterprises would be appreciated.

| have an unused (new) combination TV/VCR?DVD player | intern for museum use as | understand the present
equipment has some problems. |also have a converter to allow an older TV to get the new digital signals which
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such, would be welcome.

We have a considerable numberofVl { G LJSaX ¢KAOK O2dzZ R 06S O2y@SNILSR
permanent than VHS tapes. Perhaps someone or several persons could do this re-recording, which |

understand is legal, as long as we do not sell or commercially profit from doing this.







