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Progress continues at the Hull Street Museum.  This photo is in the waiting room area looking toward the new restrooms. 

Other photos are featured inside the Highball.  Our thanks to Tom Hardesty for sharing. 
  

NO ODC CHAPTER MEETING IN APRIL 2010 

“BYE MONTH” 

There will not be a chapter meeting in April due to no meeting location available now.  Our contract with SMV 
ran out in March, and the Hull Street Depot is not available yet. 

  ================    
REMINDER!! 

Annual Barbeque Picnic at the Ashland Depot, Monday, May 17, 2010  (see insert) 

Please note that effective with the May meeting all future chapter meetings will revert to our 

traditional third Monday dates.  Please see the reservation form enclosed herein and send it to 

Bill and Peggy Todd as soon as possible.  An accurate count of attendees is important to the caterer. 
=========================== 

ODC CHAPTER MEETING AT THE HULL STREET DEPOT 

GRAND OPENING AND RECEPTION, MONDAY, JUNE 21, 2010 

If all goes well, we will have a meeting at our newly renovated Hull Street Depot.  (See status report inside) 
  
  

Page 2 – The Highball, April 2010 

OLD DOMINION CHAPTER MUSEUM UPDATE  By Bill Todd     



                Prior to publication of the April "Highball," the last museum review meeting took place on March 25. At that time a new 
sanitary line was being installed from the depot out to the city sewer system since the original 1914 wooden pipe had corroded. 
Partition framing is 100% complete. Complete wallboards have waited for an electrical permit from Richmond, which was received 
on April 1. Plumbing rough-in is 100%, and electrical rough-in is 80% complete. Ceiling framing is complete. The freight side is almost 
completely finished except for some ceiling work, polishing a small part of the floor and work on the doors to outside. 
                The handicap ramp plans are finished, and ODC has to decide whether to have the general contractor do the work, or have 
members do it. Looking ahead, HVAC installation needs to be completed, and fire alarm, telephone and outside electrical work need 
finishing. Outside security lights have been reconnected. A couple of small roof leaks need patching up. Agreement with ODC 
Modelers for their space in the freight room has been agreed upon. 
                All three invoices from the general contractor, Spacemakers, Inc., have been paid effective April 2. The original contract was 
$459,966.00, and approved change orders total $52,616.24, or an increase of 11.4%, for a new contract sum of $512,582.24. The 
VDOT enhancement grants total $656,000.00. These are administered by the City of Richmond, which requires ODC to pay its depot 
expenses first before reimbursement, which total 80%. ODC is then responsible for 20%. 
                Bob Dickinson has conducted meetings and communication with ODC members about ideas for interior furnishing of the 
museum once completed. Many have contributed thoughts to him. All are appreciated. 
                Last month we reported that ODC had been conducting negotiations with a bank for a bridge loan. Just prior to closing, the 
bank backed out of the deal without any specific explanation. However, we immediately opened negotiations with another bank 
which are currently ongoing. The purpose of the loan is to pay the general contractor's invoices while awaiting reimbursements from 
Richmond. Right now, we have paid all three invoices from the GC, as mentioned, but are waiting two reimbursements connected 
with them from Richmond. This has place a strain, as you can image, on ODC's balance sheet. 
  

NEW HIGHBALL DEADLINE AND E-MAIL OF HIGHBALL 
                The deadline for the  Highball will revert to our traditional schedule of the first of the month, i.e. May 1st. A reservation 
form for the May BBQ at Ashland will be enclosed. The deadline for the May "Highball" will be May 1st.; succeeding months will 
follow accordingly. In other words, ODC will revert to our traditional timetable. 
                   The article in January on members receiving the issues of the newsletter by e-mail instead of snail mail was very 
responding.  As of now we have 20 listings and hopefully it will continue to grow as members change his/her  listing., a huge plus it 
will be delivered on time, plus the photos will all be in color , and the biggest change it will save the chapter a lot of money which 
can be used for other purposes.  So, if you haven’t made the change, please do so.  You can also go to the website, www.odcnrhs.org 
and see the current and past issues.  Check it out. 

  
BLAST FROM THE PAST  by Bill Todd 

            With ODC's spring excursions to commence in May, members might want to remember that the Buckingham Branch of the 
Chesapeake & Ohio Railway used to run regularly scheduled passenger service with mixed trains down to Dillwyn. For example, the 
C&O's passenger timetable on December 18, 1938 had the following listing for Bremo-Dillwyn: 
                                                                                307                                                        308 
                                                                                Mixed        Miles    Table 15                    Mixed 
                                                                                Ex.                                                         Ex. 
                                                                                Sun.                                                       Sun. 
                                                                                AM            (Eastern Time)                        PM 
                                                                                10:50         0        Lv. Bremo                  Ar    1.20  
                                                                                f11.06        4        Ar. Arvonia               Lv. f12.59 
                                                                                f11.28        9        Ar. Johnson              Lv . f12.37 
                                                                                 11.56       16       Ar. Dillwyn               Lv.   12:10  
                                                                                f Flag stop. 
                Of course, this mixed train was powered by a steam engine then, and we have one of the runs on video tape down at the 
museum which will show sometime soon. Time keeping was somewhat "up in the air" too since the train also served several 
shippers along the line. At Bremo passengers from Dilllwyn could connect with two C&O trains each way to and from Richmond and 
Lynchburg, with one operating through to Clifton Forge. 
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TRIPLE CROSSING MONUMENT by Bill Todd 

http://www.odcnrhs.org/


            In the March 31 issue of the "Richmond Times Dispatch" you might have read that Walter Griggs, Jr. wrote in the 
"Correspondent of the Day" column that the C&O "Church Hill Tunnel Deserves a Memorial." In his letter he outlined what 
happened with the collapse of the tunnel under Church Hill, and from a historical perspective it was an important event for 
Richmond that deserves more recognition, a memorial and monument so citizens and visitors will become more aware of what 
happened. We couldn't agree more! 
  

C&O Historical Society Annual Meeting in Richmond  by Bill Todd 
                Speaking of the C&O, their historical society will hold their 41st annual meeting in Richmond on August 4-8, 
 2010. Stay tuned for more information. 
  

Membership Chairman Report by Nelson Burks 
                Reminder notices have been mailed by NRHS National for those members who have not yet renewed for 2010. The mailing 
list was based on the records as of the end of February. Those who have renewed since then should ignore the notice. Those who 
have not renewed, should do so as soon as possible to avoid missing the Bulletins and other mailings from NRHS. ccording to the 
records, those regular members not renewed at this point include: Charles Collier; Edward Conwell; James Russ Dolbear; Clifford B. 
Fleet, Jr.; Winslow R. Goodier; John Samuel Hlywa; Charles Lamb; John P. Langford; Carson J. Martin, Jr.; Doriss D. Ownby; Charles A. 
Reichert; John Sieg; Luke Sponholz; J. E. Dorn Thomas; Robert E. Venditti; Thomas M. Viar; James Marvin Walker; and Daniel S. 
Wheeler, 

James River Rambler ï May 8, 15 & 22, 2010 
By Marsha Cox 

Ticket sales have begun!  Please consider helping Sam Williamson with ticket sales at the Hull Street Museum.  It’s a good 

opportunity to check out the museum, too.  Phone sales began March 27 and will continue until all tickets have been sold.  Sam 
needs help on Saturday’s from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays from 1 – 4 p.m.  Send him a message at seaboard2@verizon.net and 
let him know when you can help!! 

  
Train clean up day in Dillwyn is Saturday, April 24 starting at 10 a.m.  We are having the seat covers in the 1006 

cleaned.  The 706 seat covers presented a special problem, so we’ll just vacuum and spot clean.  The Moo 2 Roof still needs replacing 
and some window sills in the 1006 need special attention.  We’ll have our usual fine fare for all helpers, so come to Dillwyn. 
We will need lots of assistance for our Spring Trips – especially on May 22…Railroad Day.  We’ll need car hosts and well as folks on 
the ground to help people tour the equipment.  For those of you who just want to come for half a day….this is a good chance to help 
and leave before dark.  Tom Hardesty will be heading up Railroad Day and the Commissary that day and would appreciate your help. 
I’ve talked with Mitch Toney of the Tom Mix Rangers and they’ll be visiting us on May 15.  He’s very excited about the Cowboy Day 
trip on July 24…so put that on your calendar.  One morning trip and then you can go to the Lee Wayside Village in Buckingham 
County to see all the other events involving Cowboys. 

Please send me any questions and offers of assistance!!  marsha.cox@comcast.net.  THANKS!!! 
  

                        
More photos from Hull Street Museum by Tom Hardesty 

From the leftτtƘƻǘƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŜƴǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΤ н
nd

 photoτthe emergency ramp and air conditioning units on the 
Railroad (Second Street) side. 3

rd
 photoτis a piece of wooden water or sewer line the contractors unearthed placing utilities outside. 

mailto:seaboard2@verizon.net
mailto:marsha.cox@comcast.net
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  By Tom Hardesty 
  
                 On May 22, 2010, the Old Dominion Chapter is again sponsoring Dillwyn Railroad Day in conjunction with our Spring 
Buckingham Branch excursions.  As they have since 2005, the Buckingham Branch will graciously make available a locomotive and 
caboose for chapter members to conduct guided tours at Dillwyn station, 1043 Main Street, Dillwyn, VA 23936.  Past displays have 
consisted of BB's ex-US Army Baldwin switcher the General and ex-RF&P caboose 906, BB number 224 or ex-C&O caboose 904134, 
BB number 222.  Bob Bryant's former C&O motor car and the chapter's own velocipede will be on display, and Virginia's Operation 
Lifesaver will also have a staffed display table.  This will likely be the last year the velocipede is displayed in Dillwyn, as it will be 
relocated to a prominent display at the newly renovated Hull Street Station later this year.  You can look at the June 2009 Highball 
on the chapter web site www.odcnrhs.org for photos and a story of last year's event. 
 Here is how you can help.  We will need volunteers to help passengers into and out of the locomotive cab and caboose and to 
ensure their safety around the equipment.  We will also need volunteers to talk about the locomotive, caboose, and maintenance of 
way displays.  Don't worry if you don't feel you don't know enough, as there are handouts explaining their use.  You can also use this 
opportunity to explain about everything the chapter does and possibly recruit new volunteers for your favorite activity in the 
chapter.  In addition, since some of our Railroad Day volunteers are coming from the usual train crew, we can also use volunteers to 
help as car hosts and in food service and souvenir sales on the train.  We expect to be short three experienced train crew members 
this year, with the passing of Keith Crump and two other members unavailable that day.  
                 So if you ever wanted to help and join in the fun at the ODC, here is your chance.  We love having new people get 
involved!  Don't worry if you feel you don't know enough about the subjects, you can just read the handouts and you will find you 
know much about railroads that you can teach our guests, as the general public has very little exposure to trains today.  To join in on 
the fun on the train, just contact one of the appropriate Trip Committee Chairs on the back of your Highball.  If you would like to 
participate in Railroad Day, just contact Tom Hardesty at TRHardesty@aol.com or (757) 591-2910. 
  
  
Details of the Likely Railroad Day Displays: 
  
BB's ex-US Army Baldwin switcher the General: 
  
Specifications: 
  
Type:    60 Ton Diesel Switcher 
Horsepower:   500 Hp 
Originally Built for:  United States Army 
Date Built:   1954 
Builder:   Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton Corp. 
  
                According to Tim Moriarty the General is an Army RS4TC locomotive originally painted in the Army's standard black with 
yellow safety appliances locomotive paint scheme and in September 1996 numbered DLA (Defense Logistics Agency) 54344.  It had 
originally been US Army 4004, serial number 61234.  Before coming to the BB it was last based at the Defense Logistics Agency depot 
just south of Richmond, VA in late 1996.  According to the base's public affairs office the nickname originated from the fact that both 
Army and Navy personnel worked at the base, so in honor of the two groups, this locomotive was called the General and a sister 
locomotive the Admiral. 
                According to The Second Diesel Spotter's Guide by Jerry A. Pinkepank copyright 1973, the General is apparently built to an 
Army blueprint and considered a Whitcomb design.  Davenport also built 18 locomotives to the same blueprint.  Baldwin Locomotive 
Works owned 92% of Whitcomb stock after 1931. 
                By 1940 Whitcomb was operated as a Baldwin division.  In February 1952 all Whitcomb production shifted from their 
Rochelle, IL plant to Baldwin's Eddystone Works.  In December 1952 the Whitcomb name was dropped for Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton 
identification only.  Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton continued to build Whitcomb designs into at least March of 1956.  
                Baldwin had merged with Lima-Hamilton in 1950.  The last new Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton locomotive was built in 1956.  
                With a 1954 manufacture date, the General is a Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton, but the fact it is a Whitcomb design explains its 
non Baldwin diesel engine.  Whitcomb used both Caterpillar and Cummins diesels in some of their locomotives. 
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Bay Window Caboose Buckingham Branch 222 
  
Originally built for the Chesapeake and Ohio (Chessie System) as C-27A class caboose 904134 by Fruit Growers Express Company of 
Alexandria, Virginia in June 1980. 
  
The C-27A class cabooses were the last cabooses built new for the Chessie System.   
Source: Cabooses of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad by Robert Hubler Copyright 1994 by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Historical 
Society 
  
Extended Vision Cupola Caboose Buckingham Branch 224 
  
Originally built for the Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Potomac as RF&P 906 by the International Car Company in Kenton, Ohio in 
May 1973, Lot 1979. 
  
BB repainted the car inside and out, including refinishing the hardwood floors. 
Source: RF&PRR Historical Society 

========================================================== 

Hallsboro Report (e-mail reports from Kevin Frick) 
  

February 27          Randy Ridgley, Bob Stevens, Steve Harrison, Ned Krack, and I were out Saturday along with Steve's two daughters. 
The girls helped lower the frog population by removing a good quantity of frog eggs. The remainder of the collapsed roof was 
removed from the area and put in piles for removal. Bob Stevens will cut these up in smaller lengths so they can be handled. We 
have a plan to take down the remaining roof section and will pull up the poles once the crane is back in service. I would like to have 
another work day this Saturday the 6th. I need to get the hose off of the crane, a cylinder off of the backhoe and would like enough 
people to get more track work done. Anyone that can help would be appreciated. 
March 6                 Today with the help of Bob Stevens, Randy Ridgley, Steve Harrison and I we were able to bring down the last 
segment of the roof form the damaged shed and all of the south wall except the pole with the electrical wires running to it. We were 
able to put the two rebuilt cylinders back onto the skid steer backhoe attachment and get it operational, remove the burst hose 
from the crane, with a lot of fussing, and remove 11 ties from track one that definitely needed replacing. I had removed a number of 
stumps from a lay down area that we will be placing the ties in. This area was dug up last weekend and Steve and I filled most of it in 
this weekend. The power poles used to support the roof of the shed were badly rotted and most of them broke upon impact. We are 
looking to get a quote from a builder on replacing the wooden shed with a steel one. Stay tuned, more track work is in the near 
future and we will shortly start working on the 0-6-0 T. 

March 20               To all that helped on Saturday, THANK YOU!!!  We were able to get all of the ties spiked down and rail aligned. 
There will be some more ties replaced in the near future and there will be one more track work day before we have to start tamping 
ties. Randy Ridgley, Bob Stevens, Fred terry, Morty Cox, Steve Harrison, and I all worked to get this done by 3:00 PM; .Fred and 
Morty were great with their knowledge of track laying and their experience. Everyone else pitched in and worked like dogs to get 
this done. The spiking machine is well on it's way of earning it's cost. After spiking, I was able to remove a bunch of building debris 
and move three stacks of ties to a new location where they will be out of the way. We will soon be able to start working on the 0-6-0 
getting it ready for the boiler inspection and running. I hope to operate the locomotive twice this year. We hope to substitute an 
open house at Hallsboro for the September meeting where chapter members and guests will be welcome with an operating day of 
the 0-6-0 and maybe the HM-6, lunch will be provided by the chapter. 
March 27               Saturday Steve Harrison and I were able to put the new hose on the crane(BERTHA) and get it back in operation. 
The crane was very thirsty for hydraulic oil but I expected that when the hose blew. I marked the remaining switch ties that need to 
be replaced and the ties in the curves off of the ladder track. We are going to replace the ties on tracks 1 and 4 , work on two and 
three with the remaining ties. The HM-6 is also nearing completion and anyone that wishes to help can come out Saturday. We have 
to change oil,oil filter, install new points, condenser and spark plugs. The HM-6 needs someone to come out , wire brush the roof 
and sides and prime them with rustoleum rusty metal primer. We then need to get the closest shade of yellow and paint it. I have 
contacted a company out of Midlothian about a replacement shed and am awaiting a price. Things are happening in your chapter 
both at the Hull Street Station and Hallsboro. We will also need help with the Buckingham Branch trips this spring , especially on 
railroad days. 
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April 2                    Thanks to Randy Ridgley doing a lot of reinstalling parts and changing the oil, I was able to get the HM-6 back into 

operation today ! We no longer have to push the track trailer with the spiking machine by hand. There will be another track work 
day as soon as I can get the ties removed and replaced in the curves coming off of the ladder track. We have 21 more switch ties to 
replace before the tie replacement of the switches is complete,  I will be at Hallsboro tomorrow and will be doing what needs to be 
done to complete this. Soon we will be getting the 0-6-0 inspected and with the track work complete, we will be able to run the 
steam engine again. Y'all lend a hand. Spencer Brothers delivered a used fuel tank and off road diesel today, This will save nearly 40 
to 60 cents a gallon on highway taxes. They also removed to two drums of used diesel fuel that was from the tank on the Davenport) 
at least ten years old) and the tank on the ballast sweeper that had been on the property for 7 years.    

================================================================ 
  

FIELD DAY OF THE PAST  by Steve Tarrant 
            September 17, 18, and 19 will see ODC responsible for the 9

th
 year for staffing with Car Hosts the Pullman 10 Sec/Obs 

heavyweight “Mt. Foraker” (12/23), a sister car to our “Dinwiddie County” (ex-“Mt. Angeles”) (and the only air-conditioned exhibit at 
Field Day), and the RF&P wood caboose coupled to it. 
                We need at  least three, and preferably four, people for each of six shifts:  9am – 1:30pm and 1:30pm-6pm Friday; 
8am-1pm and 1pm-6pm Saturday; and 9am-1:30pm and 1:30pm-6pm Sunday.  If you possibly can, volunteer for more than one 
shift, on the same day or on two or three days.  .  This will lighten the load for all of us, especially those of us who are getting creaky 
and breakable.  If you have family members or friends, teenage or older, who you think would like to learn about and participate in 
all this good stuff alongside you, by all means, sign ‘em up. 
                You get free admission, free lunch, and, if enough of us report for duty, time to go and see various operations and exhibits, 
which are also all staffed by volunteers who are just as nuts as us. 
                This is an extremely worthwhile event for us to support with our active assistance and at which to advertise our own 
activities.  Last year saw a record-setting attendance of 36,000.  Please call Steve Tarrant at 233-2192 or Bob Timmins at 740-3424 as 
soon as you can, to say which shifts and dates you are willing to serve on, whether definitely, probably, or possibly. 
We’ll get back to you by phone in any event. 
  

============================================================= 
  
  

THE WORLD OF RAILROADS  by Jerry Grosshans 
  

Midwest Rail Scene Report               The army Transportation Center at Fort Eustis (VA) is replacing two small wooden trestles with 
bridges made from recycled plastic products.  The bridge builder is Axion International Holdings, Inc.  One bridge is to span 40 feet, 
the other 80 feet, and each is to hold a minimum of 30 tons or 260,000 lbs. giving a structural, cooper rating of E60.  This is believed 
to be the first use of these plastic bridges in a high load situation. 
                In competition with the UP-SCX “Salad  Shooter” perishable trains, BNSF is announcing a similar run from the northwest to 
the Midwest using refrigerated trailers rather than the large refrigerated cars UP/CSX uses.  The BNSF train will depart from Quincy, 
WA (about 150 miles from where the northern version of the UP train starts) and will terminate in Cicero, IL freeing BNSF from 
needing an eastern connection.  NSF hopes to get a back-haul to the west with meat products. 
Initial runs are to begin in early April. 
                The Alaska Railroad has permission to extend trackage from Delta Junction to North Pole (the town, not the top of the 
globe) military desires being the main push for this, as the only ground transportation in the area is the Richardson Highway. 
The Automatic Block                           The recent winter storms have brought some surprising actions for the benefit of passengers on 
the Capitol Limited during several disruptions of service.  One time a take-out order from McDonalds in Connellsville was $1400.  A  
local resident  took the chef to a local supermarket to obtain supplies and the resident also showed up with cases of water and soda. 
Shortline               The Reading & Northern Railroad based in Port Clinton, PA awarded over (50 employees with expense paid 
vacations back in December.  Employees had a choice:  Disney World; Branson, MO; Williamsburg, VA; or 
London, England.  If none of these were satisfactory, a cruise was also included in the awards. 
Potomac Rail News             A casualty of the recent winter weather was the roof over the platform adjacent to track one at the 
historic B&O Station at Point of Rocks, MD.  Over three feet of snow brought down the roof. 
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The World of Railroads (continued) 
Potomac Rail News             The State of Colorado has appropriated $1 million in stimulus funds for rehabilitation work on Cumbres & 
Toltec, which funds New Mexico has stated it will match.  Much deterioration has occurred along the trackage and the railroad 
states it  is urgent to begin work in order to lessen the risk of accidents, derailments and delay to trains. 



                Let’s all yell about the monster train!!!  One January weekend Union Pacific ran a test train from Dallas to Los Angeles of  
18, 961 feet (3 ½ miles, roughly) and thereby ignited a number of protests….from localities through which the train passed (over 
grade crossings being blocked, from unions (worried about jobs) and a number of other agencies and offices.  This was a test train, 
made up of 3 GE ES44AC locomotives on the front, then 97 double-stack platforms, two more ES44AC’s, 97 more platforms, two 
more ES44AC’s 100 platforms and ending with two more ES44AC units.  The only longer train was a 21,425 foot , 500 cars coal train 
run by N&W from Lager, WV to Portsmouth, OH in 1971.  As far as is known about American Railroading, BHP Iron Ore in Australia is 
believed to have tested a 24,119 foot ore train in 2001.  Getting back to the UP train, there are no plans for anything over 10,000 
feet although BNSF says it could run trains up to 12,000 feet on the Transcon, when double tracking is complete. 
Shenandoah Valley Express               A pair of illegal Hispanic immigrants was arrested in Flat Rock, NC for stealing railroad spikes, 
having over 700 in their possession when arrested.  The theft was reported by Suspicious residents of the area, and occurred on 
active Norfolk Southern trackage.  Each was held under a $25,000 bond, pending deportation proceedings. 
Huntington Chapter            According to a flyer from the Huntington Chapter, the New River Train for 2010 will run on October 16 
and 17, and 23 & 24.  Call 304-639-7487 for details.  As a personal aside, I used to go and watch the train when steam powered on 
the first Saturday running, as that day is also “bridge day” at the New River Gorge bridge, when parachutists, hang glider pilots and a 
number of attractions are at the bridge, giving one something to do between the east and west running of the train.  However, these 
goings-on make it very hard to get motel reservations for the weekend. 
Gulf Coast Railroading                         CSX has begun rerouting trains from the trackage formerly used by the Sunset Limited in the 
Florida Panhandle.  Most trains are now using a shorter run between Flomation and Waycross over the older Waycross-Pensacola 
routing.  This has led to the downgrading of the tracks and is complicating the return to service of the Sunset Limited east of New 
Orleans. 
North Platte news release                                North Platte, NE is planning on a three-day celebration, Rail Fest 2010 for September  7-
19, 2010.  Union Pacific will have special locomotives and exhibits and there will be tours to Bailey Yard (the world’s largest.  For 
more information, call 808-534-3648 or go to railfest@nque.com. 
Interchange                          The town of Remington, VA is planning a new railroad museum in the old Southern freight depot which 
has been donated by Norfolk Southern.  The town is south of Manassas on the NS (ex-Southern) line to Charlottesville and Danville. 
The B&O Museum in Baltimore is holding a Thomas the Tank Engine celebration of the 65

th
 anniversary of Thomas 

April 23-25 and April 30-May 1.  For further information, call 410-752-2490. 
NATIONAL TRAIN DAY--     Mark your calendars and be on the lookout for any celebrations (I haven’t heard of any, yet) but 
May 8, 2010 is the day to celebrate the train! 
Roundhouse News              Union Pacific has promoted Steve Lee to the position of General Superintendent of the Heritage Fleet, 
STEAM LOCOMOTIVES        lots of news, mostly bad.  Ex-Pere Marquette 1225 is sidelined with a chronic problem of leaking 
tubes/flues and is undergoing an overhaul.  Who only knows the ultimate outcome as regards ex-Milwaukee 261, reported sold, 
sitting in pieces.  The ex-Reading 2100 was purchased, sent out west and underwent a conversion to oil firing that was an out and 
out disaster; the owner trying to fire it with a furnace type blower burner, damaging the firebox, and everyone now saying the 
locomotive is virtually worth only scrap value.  Ex-NKP 265 is getting roller bearings on truck and tender axles.  UP will certainly run 
844 and 3985 sometime this year, probably several times (at least) for each, but nothing firm has leaked out.  No other plans for 
operations have so far surfaced. 
DIESELS                  CSX is supposedly downgrading its ES44DC units from 4400 to 4000 hp such as NS did with its DC transmission 
units, apparently the ES44AC units will remain at 4400 hp.  Some older CSX c44-9’s will also be reduced to 4000 hp.  A real curiosity 
is that some old B40-8 units on CSX will be reduced to 2000 hp and be known as B20-8 models.  Curiosity killed the cat, but I wonder 
how a 4000 hp prime mover could be reduced that much and still be effective, as the original FDL power plant in the old U25’s was 
2500 hp.  Something else must be happening to these units…any ideas?????  Please let me know!  UP is thinking about rebuilding 
anywhere from 50 to 300 of its best SD40-2 units.  Remember…neither EMD nor GE builds anything less than the basic 4000-4400 hp 
unit and there is a market for 2500-3000 hp units; hence, a number of rebuilt test units. 
About the “major” railroading/railfanning publications…..the April issue of Railfan & Railroad has an interesting article about the 
EMD 645 powerplant….did you know that the engine block is made up of welded pieces and is not cast like most blocks?  Trains 
magazine has extensive coverage of coal trains, who runs them, where their departure and arrival points are, etc.  Railpace has the 
final part of the NS Valley line, Shenandoah to Front Royal, done by several persons, including  Jeff Hawkins. 
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OLD DOMINION CHAPTER 

ASHLAND BARBECUE 

MONDAY, MAY 17, 2010 

At the Ashland Depot 

Supper at 5:30 pm 

Cost--$8.00 per person 

  
Registration form for May Ashland BBQ 

  
NOTE:     PLEASE FILL OUT THE RESERVATION AND MAIL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO: 

Bill and Peggy Todd 
7316 Beulah Church Road 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

  
Phone—804-746-5735 

 


