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May 2010—a busy month for the Chapter 

Photos above--ODC Chapter Annual BBQ in Ashland; a rainy day, but the gang still came to join in the watching of trains, catching 

up with old friends and enjoying the delicious food of Smoky Pig.  Photos courtesy of Charles Curley. 

As one Chapter member summarized the eventðlousy weather for photography and the ODC BBQ, but a nice evening anyway! 

 

   
All aboard!!  The May excursion trips and Dillwyn Railroad Day were very successful.  Photo on left-- 

 passengers lining up for the trip. Photo on rightðGiles Scott on outbound afternoon excursionð5/22..  

 See more photos inside HIGHBALL of trips and Railroad Day. 

Photos:  leftðby Kim Young; rightðCharles Curley 

ODC CHAPTER JUNE 21 RICHMOND RAILROAD MUSEUM MEMBER OPEN HOUSE 
Location:        102 Hull Street, Richmond. Just across the 14th St. Mayo Bridge on the left. 
Time:         7:00 PM; Program:  Inspection & Slide Show by Charles Curley from ODC archives collection. 

SUBJECT TO FINAL ELECTRICAL PERMITS AND INSPECTION BY RICHMOND 
ODC will host an άOpen Houseέ inspection & slide show for members only plus their family (not open to the public) at the renovated 
Richmond Railroad Museum on Hull Street Road on Monday, June 21 at 7:00 PM. Bring your own chairs! At this time the Chapter 
does not have sufficient chairs to seat everyone so we need you to bring a folding chair for your personal use. Parking will be tight so 
some of you will have to park on the side streets. Both front and back gates will be open. Refreshments will be served. The depot 
may not be finally finished but it will be close. See you on June 21τBYOC 
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FUTURE CHAPTER MEETING DATES  by Bill Todd 
 All future ODC monthly meetings will take place at the Hull Street Station. Meeting dates will be on the third Mondays July 
19; August 16; September 20; October 18; November 15; and December 20. 
 

ODC Chapter Archives Meetings for June 
 The Archives Committee will meet on 10 & 24 June at 3600 W. Broad Street.  Meetings begin at 1900 hrs. 

 

RICHMOND RAILROAD MUSEUM UPDATE  by Bill Todd 
 As of the May 19 review session, the Richmond Railroad Museum renovation was approximately 70% complete. The 
renovation is running behind due to the slowness by the City of Richmond in electrical permits & inspections. Beadboard ceiling in 
the freight room is 100% complete; HVAC installation is 90%; gypsum wallboard ceiling is 100%; light fixture installation is 100% in 
the freight side; site restoration work & sewer connection is 95% on the line from depot to team track; and drinking fountains are 
complete. 
 Work is progressing on the trim out for doors & windows; painting; ceramic tiles in restrooms; lighting; and HVAC. Revised 
drawings for the handicap ramp have been given to Spacemakers, Inc., and we are waiting for a revised pricing estimate. The 
Chapter has attempted to cut the cost of this essential feature by adjusting the design slightly. 
 ODC has two payment requests from Spacemakers in May. A reimbursement request to Richmond has been made, and 
hopefully ODC will close on its loan application in early June. The $200,000.00 one-year construction bridge loan availability with 
Village Bank was closed on June 4, and any borrowings will be repaid from the VDOT grants. 
 

HIGHBALL DEADLINE AND E-MAIL OF HIGHBALL 
 The deadline for the Highball articles has reverted to our old schedule of the first Monday of the month. 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴŦƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ǎƻ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ. 
  The listing of members changing to receiving the issue by e-mail continues to grow.  How about joining the group?  A huge 
plus-- it will be delivered on time, plus the photos will all be in color, and the biggest change it will save the chapter a lot of money 
ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ  {ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ǎƻΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ 
www.odcnrhs.org and see the current and past issues.  Check it out. 
 

VIRGINIA PASSENGER TRAIN UPDATE  by Bill Todd 
 The Virginia Dept. of Rail & Public Transportation reported on May 19 that the new Lynchburg Amtrak train loadings 
beginning on October 1, 2009 have exceeded goals. Ridership through March totaled 58,025, compared to a goal of 51,000 with 
revenue of $2,839,448, compared to a goal of $2,580,000. The new train from Richmond due last December 1 might commence 
some time this summer. Its delay has been due to CSX track work in Alexandria. 
 In March the top statewide station loadings were:  
1.  Lorton                24,570 
2.  Staples Mill       23,362                  
3.  Alexandria         11,439               
4.  Newport News              9,397      
5.  Charlottesville               8,737 
 

Photos of Gift Shop in Commissary Car on James River Rambler.  Photos by Kim Young.  Thanks, Kim. 

    

James River Rambler 2010 Gift Shop Sales by Ned Krack. 
Gift shop--$3,253.50; Cab ride raffle--$320.00; TOTAL RECEIPTS--$3573.50 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST by Bill Todd 

 Can ODC members recognize one of these cars? 
Southern Train #45, The Tennessean, westbound departing Knoxville, Tenn. on March 21, 1945: 
SOU     1701                        Baggage-Mail Car (LW) 
SOU       1750                        Mail Storage Car (LW) 
SOU             705                                Baggage-Dormitory-Coach (LW) 
N&W        1705                                Coach (HW) 
N&W        1704                                Coach (HW) 
SOU             905                               Coach (LW) 
SOU          3304                                Dining Car (LW) 
SOU            806                               Coach (LW) 
SOU            813                               Coach (LW) 
SOU          1150                               Tavern-Lounge Car (LW) 
PULLMAN     Villa Nova                 10 Sections, 3 Double Bedrooms (HW) 
PULLMAN     Brentwood               12 Sections, 1 Drawing Room (HW) 
PULLMAN     McRae                       12 Sections, 1 Drawing Room (HW) 
 (from Passenger Train Consists of the 1940ôs, Wayner Publications, NY, NY) 

  
  

RAILS TO RALEIGH, THE NORTH CAROLINA WAY  by Richard L. Beadles 
Virginia Rail Observations and Commentary           by Richard L. Beadles 
 
Volume II, No. 9.      May 15, 2010           Re: Rails to Raleigh, the North Carolina Way. 
 Many of us admire the way North Carolina has handled its State rail development program.  It is fairly easy to account for 
the commendable progress that our neighbor to the south has made, and is making.  Top-level political leadership and commitment, 
shared vision and steadfast focus, plus continuity and consistency; all have been important elements.  The most important factor, 
ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ /ƻΦΣ ŀ омт-mile rail line extending from the Atlantic coast, 
at Morehead City, to CharlotǘŜΣ ōƛǎŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƛŜŘƳƻƴǘ ŀǊŎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜƴǎŜƭȅ-
populated and fastest-growing urban areas, including the Raleigh-Durham-Cary-/ƘŀǇŜƭ Iƛƭƭ ά¢ǊƛŀƴƎƭŜέΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎōƻǊƻ-
Winston-Salem-High Point Triad regƛƻƴΦΦ  ¢ƘŜ b/ ww ǊƻǳǘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ ƻǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
estimated 9.5 million residents.  No other state in the contiguous forty-eight has a comparable rail asset. 
 How did they do it?  What can Virginia learn?  The history of the NC RR is very interesting.  For a number of years in the 
second half of the 19

th
 century, the NC RR was leased to, and operated by, Richmond-ōŀǎŜŘ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ϧ 5ŀƴǾƛƭƭŜ wwΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

luck/bad luck/good luck story that could have wound up with NC, like Virginia, with no publicly-owned rail line assets. During the 
мффлΩǎΣ ŀ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ wŀƭŜƛƎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффу ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ b/ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ-held shares in their 
railroad.  Ironically, during the same decade, Virginia had ingloriously disposed of its interest in our most important rail asset.  This 
was done in connection with the 1991 acquisition of RF&P by CSX.  The former RF&P railroad was jettisoned under the misguided 
stewardship of then-governor, L. Douglas Wilder, whose minions coveted  RF&P real estate holdings, completely ignoring the far-
greater longer-term strategic value of the rail corridor linking DC with Richmond.  Both states had invested in private rail companies 
in the ante bellum days of the 19

th
 ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ  ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŘǳƳǇŜŘ ƛǘǎ Ǌŀƛƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мутлΩǎΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ wCϧtΦ  bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ 

probably did likewise in some instances, but they never gave up on their most important rail line.  In the end, North Carolina, unlike 
Virginia, recognized the public value of the asset they had. 

 Virginia is in the unenviable position of supplicant to CSX. We go checkbook in hand with diminished leverage.  North 
Carolina, in contrast, is the owner of an increasingly valuable asset, and landlord. Norfolk Southern enjoys a long-term lease, and 
operates the railroad, compensating NC RR Co. accordingly. Net cash flow from NC RR operations appears to yield $12 to $14 million 
annually, most of which is plowed back into the railroad, to the benefit of the StaǘŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƛǘȅ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ Ǌŀƛƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŀǎ 
well as NS. Owning their own passenger locomotives and cars is another plus for NC.  Come June, Raleigh-Charlotte service will be 
further enhanced by the addition of yet another daily round-trip.  Virginia will soon do likewise north of Richmond, but the terms, 
conditions, and long-term financial consequences will be different. Virginia is fortunate to have NC as a rail development partner, 
and model, of which there are many. We can learn much from others.                                                    

 

 
ASHLAND TRAIN DAYτNOVEMBER 13, 2010 by Ned Krack 

  The Ashland Train Day committee is seeking ideas to help make this fun event even better.  If you have any suggestions, 
please contact Bill Gatewood at 798-3029 or wtgatewood@comcast.net. 
 

mailto:wtgatewood@comcast.net
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LYNCHBURG RAIL DAY 2010:  The Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS 

 Lynchburg Rail Day 2010: The Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS 32nd annual train show will be held on August 14, 2010 at the Air 
Conditioned Boonsboro Ruritan Club in Lynchburg, Va. Vendor Tables, White Elephant Table, Operating Model Layouts, Railroadiana, 
Slide Shows, and Railroad Model and Photography Exposition and Contest. Fresh prepared food. Door Prizes. 
 AdmissioƴΥ ϷсΦллκǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ CŀƳƛƭȅ ϷмлΦлл ϑ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ мн ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘϒΦ ±ƛŜǿ Ǉŀǎǘ [w5Ωǎ ŀǘ www.blueridgenrhs.org. 
and also download a Vendor Registration Form and White Elephant Table Guidelines. Note: Use the map on our website for the 
correct directions.  
More info: Barry Moorefield {434-821-2174 before 9:00 p.m.} bmopar@verizon.net, John Tanner {434-525-1318} 
flytrains@verizon.net, Norris Deyerle {434-237-4912} railcow@msn.com  
Model and Photography Contest Contact: Fred Mayer {434-384-2773} barbalin@comcast.net   
 

HALLSBORO NOTES by Kevin Frick 
Saturday, May 8-- We were able to reinstall the steam dome and tighten it down. to get the proper torque we use three people and 
a six foot pole to tighten the nuts in a defined manor. Steve Harrison, Randy Ridgley and I did the honors while Steve's daughter 
Rachael looked on taking pictures of the procedure. Bertha ( the crane) was in a good mood and performed without problems. 
Gertie ( the skid steer) worked fine until it was time to go then it cut off and would not start, I will have to check the battery and 
charging system after the boiler inspection. All of the poles that had been pulled up, except one, were moved to the pile of old wood 
and the holes they left were filled in so no one can get hurt. Steve continued his work on the Davenport and made progress 
replacing hoses. We hope to attempt a starting soon after the boiler inspection.  
Saturday, May 22-- Randy Ridgley, Steve Harrison and I worked on the 0-6-0 removing all the screening, diverter plates and the 
nozzle in preparation of the re-inspection. We will have the tubes recleaned also in preparation doing a pre hydro next weekend to 
repair any weeping tubes. Randy had hand dug drainage ditches relieving the standing water in multiple places. He had vacuumed 
out the smoke box in preparation of today's work. Steve continued the hose replacement on the Davenport after we had everything 
out of the 0-6-0. I will be taking an injector to Sutton and Clark getting them to make new gaskets for us. The battery in the skid 
steer has broken down and has to be replaced; it will not accept a charge. I hope to have another track work day to finish the tie 
replacement in tracks 1, 3, and 4. We then need to get this area tamped. There are plenty of things to do at Hallsboro like the wire 
brushing of the HM-6 to remove the peeling paint from the sides and the rust from the roof. We then need to paint ti and get it 
looking better for the open house. 
Saturday, May 29τThe day started off with John DeMajo bringing out two completed back windows for the 0-6-0. We put them in 
place and they fit great! he put the two small ones in to make sure they would fit but took them back home to complete them, The 
chapter can be thankful we have good people like John that have a talent and are willing to share it with us. We had to wait a little 
while to let the locomotive cool off before getting inside to take care of the problems. Steve Harrison, Ned Krack, Randy Ridgley and 
I went to the piles of debris left from the shed removal and used the tractor to haul several loads to the storage area. We broke for 
lunch and then went to the 0-6-0. While bringing up the pressure we noticed a leak in the smoke box. I removed the channel iron 
that supports the diversion plate and found a leak. I was able to tighten several bolts and stop the leak. Steve Harrison then went 
into the firebox and began rerolling several tubes to stop then from leaking, before it was all over we had to reroll four tubes. The 
leaks were very small and put out a little moisture around parts of the tube; all of these leaks were taken care of. I hope to have the 
boiler inspector out next weekend and get a passing test for our certificate. All in all, a very productive day.  
Saturday, June 5τSaturday was spent working with the boiler inspector doing the inspection on the 0-6-0Ωs boiler. He had to come 
back on Sunday to inspect the interior and gave us a passing inspection. American Boiler is donating the costs of the inspection to 
the chapter and he will send in all of the necessary paperwork to the state for the boiler and the air tank on the air compressor. I will 
be planning a track work day to complete the remaining spiking and will be getting in touch with Cranemasters to see how much it 
would cost to get this area tamped. Randy Ridgley has put the RF&P back onto the crane and BERTHA in gold letters beneath it. We 
are continuing our efforts to remove the remaining debris from the shed and place it in the storage area. Randy continues his work 
on the interior of the McGirth Pullman and it really looks good. I need someone that is willing to come out and inventory the 
Pullman parts in the Brentwood to see if we have some marketable items. We are still planning to have the September chapter 
meeting at Hallsboro on September 11

th
, a lunch will be provided and it will be open only to chapter members and their guests. Lots 

of things planned and along with the work being done at Hull Street Station, your chapter is accomplishing a great deal. Please feel 

free to join in and help if you want to. Thanks.  

 

Note from editor:  Tom Hardesty, Chapter member, sent an e-mail noting the 0-6-0 made the July 2010 edition of Railfan and 
Railroad άServiceable North American Steam Locomotives 2010έ on page 13.  According to their list, ours is the only one in 
Virginia. 
 
 
 

http://www.blueridgenrhs.org./
mailto:bmopar@verizon.net
mailto:flytrains@verizon.net
mailto:railcow@msn.com
mailto:barbalin@comcast.net
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Continuation of Hallsboro Notes: 
 
These photos were made by Steve Harrison  while the crew 
 was working on the 0-6-0.  Read 5/29 notes for details of 
the day.  Our thanks to Steve for use of his photos. 
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DILLWYN RAILROAD DAYτMAY 22, 2010 by Tom Hardesty 
 Thanks to everyone who helped out with the sixth Dillwyn Railroad Day on May 22, 2010.  As in past years, your efforts 
were really appreciated by those who visited the displays.  We had a steady stream of visitors at the displays prior to the afternoon 
trip departure, and fortunately the rain held off until the afternoon train boarded. 
 Once again big thanks goes to the Buckingham Branch and its employees for providing the equipment.  The BB's employees 
went the extra mile to provide caboose 222 which is undergoing a major overhaul for display.  They also perfectly located all the 
equipment to display as well as clear the coaches for boarding.  Bob Bryant brought his former C&O motor car for display, which is 
always a big hit with the children due to its smaller size. 
 Operation Lifesaver's Melvin Jones and Veronica Rohrer were present again this year.  Their display table was full of 
interesting free items to get their important message across. 
 Finally thanks to all the ODC members, Roanoke Chapter members, and volunteers who helped with the event.  Sam 
Watkins' and Jesse Bryant's trucks were essential for moving the locomotive access steps to and from the storage container.  Sam, 
Frank Dene, Nelson Burks, Jim McCoy, Wayne Poates, and Fred Terry helped assemble the steps after the May 15 trips.  On the day 
of the event, Jesse, Morty Cox, Charles Curley, and Bill Todd staffed the displays.  Paul M. Howell and Paul V. Howell also helped with 
the displays while not working food service during station stops.  Then these brave souls helped put the steps and velocipede away 
in pouring rain after the trips, while Giles Scott and Bob Dickinson locked up the locomotive and caboose. 

These were the Railroad Day Displays: 
Buckingham Branch locomotive No. 4, The General: 

Type:   RS4TC 60 Ton Diesel Switcher 
Horsepower:  500 Hp 

Originally Built for: United States Army 
Date Built:  1954; Builder:  Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton Corp.; Photos by Charles Curley 

   
 

Bay Window Caboose Buckingham Branch 222 
Originally built for the Chesapeake and Ohio (Chessie System) as C-27A class caboose 904134 by Fruit Growers Express Company of 
Alexandria, Virginia in June 1980.  The C-27A class cabooses were the last cabooses built new for the Chessie System.   Photo on left 

by Charles Curley.   Right Photo by Marge HardestyτMorty Cox and Bill Todd wait for the next visitors. 

    
 
 

  



Page 7 
Bob Bryant's ex-Chesapeake and Ohio motor car M-938 

Photo by Kim Young 

 
 

Old Dominion Chapter's Velocipede (Photo by Marge Hardesty) 
Paul V. Howell and Paul M. Howell stand watch behind the ODC's velocipede 

 
 
 

The above  items were the ones displayed on railroad day. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Other Photos of Railroad Day 
Melvin Jones and Veronica Rohrer instruct two young passengers             Charles Curley helps move the wheelchair lift past  
      on safety around railroads at the Operation Lifesaver table.                              .ƻō .ǊȅŀƴǘΩǎ ŜȄ-C&O motor car on display 
                               Photo by Marge Hardesty                                                                                Photo by Marge Hardesty 
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THE WORLD OF RAILROADS  by Jerry Grosshans 

Richmond Times Dispatch  Caterpillar Inc. agreed to buy locomotive manufacturer Electro-Motive Diesel for $820  million.   
It will be acquired from Berkshire Partners LLC and Greenbriar  Equity Group ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ŀǘŜǊǇƛƭƭŀǊΩǎ  
 Progressive Rail Services Unit. 
Railpace  The Tri-State Railway Historical Society and The Anthracite Railroads Historical Society (NRHS chapters); 
 each own an EMD F3 locomotive (each of which has been for a long time painted in the blue and orange Central of  
 Jersey scheme) have announced plans to repaint these unitǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΣ [ŀŎƪŀǿŀƴƴŀ ϧ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ άŦǊŜƛƎƘǘέ  
 acheme of grey and red with yellow trim.  These two cab units are to be joined at a later date by a cables B unit, also 
 to be in the DLW colors.  The units will probably call Steamtown home. 
  Norfolk Southern tracks at Riverton Junction (Front Royal, VA) are being upgraded to reduce curvature and 
 ǎƭƻǿ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ [ƛƴŜ ǘƻ wƻŀƴƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά.έ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ aŀƴŀǎǎŀǎΦ 
  Lƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /{· άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ DŀǘŜǿŀȅέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ashington and Northern 
 Ohio, via Pittsburgh, a number of tunnels will be daylighted and others will have clearances increased for double  
 stack trains to run over the old B&O Sand patch  route. 
Trains  The July issue has an interesting article of some depth, about the Union Pacific yard (Bailey Yard) in North 
 tƭŀǘǘŜΣ b9Σ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǊŀƛƭȅŀǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ  ago, one 
could sit in the shade and watch arrivals and departures run through town.  Remember, North Platte 
 όŀƴŘ DǊŀƴŘ LǎƭŀƴŘύ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊǎƛȊŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǎƘƭŀƴŘΧΦƳŀƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴΗ 
Farm Show [ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
 remƻŘŜƭƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀōƻƻǎŜΦ  Wǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘǎ άŦŀǊƳƛƴƎέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ 
 about a dealer of smaller (switching) locomotives, and another article about a handyman who from scratch builds  replicas 
of  locomotives and various other railroading items such as signals and signs. 
Blue Ridge Dispatcher CSX has finished upgrading the signaling on the James River line, with the last of the old Union  Switch & 
Signal lights being replaced by the new Safe-trans models.  Many of the signals removed dated back to the  мфплΩǎΦ  This 
work was completed on May 3. 
Shortline hƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǊƴǎΧΦat the baseball field in Seattle,  Safeco 
Field, BNSF trackage passes close to the stadium and there existed a grade crossing nearby which was the  
 reason for the horn blowing (roughly 100 trains of BNSF, Sounder and Amtrak pass by every day).  The horn blowing 
 edict is under review as Seattle fans have protested that the horn blowing is an integral part of their game 
 experience. 
The Rail  ¢Ƙŀǘ άōƛƻŘƛŜǎŜƭέ ŦǳŜƭ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ IŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘ CƭȅŜǊ ƛǎ 
 indeed animal fat, lard or whatever else you want to call it.   A $274,000 federal grant is funding this research,  
 expected to last for up to a year.  The animal fat is 20% of the fuel burned; the other 80% is ordinary diesel. 
Cinders  aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΧΦbƻǊŦƻƭƪ  {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ƛǎ ǘŜŀƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 9a5 ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ōƛƻŘƛŜǎŜƭ ŦǳŜƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǇ ǘƻ 
 20% soybean oil, in several SD7OM-2 and MP15 locomotives. 
Tarheel Telegrapher While airline service in Europe was considerably hampered by the recent volcano eruption in  Iceland, 
Russian railroads have been reaping the benefits, as all passenger trains have had from one to three cars  added to their consists in 
order to deal with the increase in passengers.  
The  Susquehannock VIA Rail Canada has announced a program of government assistance to rebuild and modernize 
 ǎƛȄ .ǳŘŘ w5/ ŎŀǊǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ Řelivery to begin in April, 2011 and all cars to be finished by the 
 end of 2011.  This is just the latest of rebuildings, upgradings and modernizations of these old Budd cars by various 
 ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊǎΤ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ¢Ƙƛǎ .ǳŘŘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗ 
Peach State Express Based upon the ridership of the new Lynchburg-Washington train, as well as the Crescent, 
 Amtrak is teaming up with Virginia officials to promote vacation packages in the Charlottesville and Lynchburg areas. 
Village News  A Chesterfield County weekly paper, has in the past published several articles concerning the  
 Proposed High Speed Rail project in the county.  I noted they mentioned an informative session to be held in Chester  
 on May 27, which I decided to attend.  Virginia Dept. of Rail and Public Transportation coordinator Christine Fix and  
 Southeast High Speed Rail Executive Director Daniel Plaugher, each spoke briefly and most of the meeting was  
 Question and answer, with nothing too new to anyone following this project and the accompanying improvement of 
 rail service to Tidewater.  However, mention was made of four public hearings to be held in JulyτJuly 15 at Alberta 
 at the Community College there; July 20 at Richmond DMV; July 21 at the Petersburg train station (the old 
 Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΧƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ !Ƴtrak facility in Ettrick) and on July 22 at the McKenney Elementary School.  These will 
 probably be further advertised and at that time the actual meeting times would be given out.  Further information  can be 
gotten from the website www.sehsr.org. 
 
 
  

http://www.sehsr.org/
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The World of Railroads (continued) 
 Enough information on locomotives has gotten out from various sources, so here is what I have gathered.  Dependingon 
who says what, CSX has either postponed or cancelled its latest order of GE ES44AC units, to have been numbered 950-999.  If you 
wonder why Iowa Interstate got its Rock Island painted unit so fast, it was actually to have been CSX 950 and was built when the 
ƻǊŘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΦ  aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ a!w/ ƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘo service the new MP36PH units acquired from MPI in Boise, ID.  After 
testing on Norfolk Southern operating out of Roanoke, the KCS mother-slug set has gone on to test on the Buffalo & Pittsburg h.  
More of the CSX AC60 units have returned to service; I have seen several going through Richmond, but beware of #600 it is an 
ƛƳǇƻǎǘŜǊΧŀ !/сл ōƻŘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ C5[ пплл ƘǇ ǇƻǿŜǊǇƭŀƴǘΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘǿƛŎŜΣ ƭŀǘŜƭȅ ƛƴ Ŏƻŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ   The rebuilt 
SD60 units,  EMD is repowering for Union Pacific , are to be called SD59M-2 units, and are derated in power to 3000 hp from 3800.  
The last active CSX SD45-2 suffered a power failure, but surprisingly, this old dinosaur has been repaired and return to service.  BNSF 
is continuing to get more ES44AC units from GE.  Norfolk Southern is rebuilding some older EMD units and is removing the desktop 
control stands in fa or of the older type of controls.  CSX has released for service two more B20-8 units but the powerplant details of 
the drastic cut in power, from 4000 to 2000 have not been revealed.  Even in the first big GE &25 models, the FDL powerplant was 
нрлл ƘǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜǿ !/ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ όǘƘŜ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ  {5улΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǊŀƛƭ ōǊŜŀƪǳp) 
9{пп!/Ωǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘ уллл ŀƴŘ ǳǇΣ ŀǊe now being evaluated over the system after prolonged testing in coal train service out of 
Roanoke.  Built to CSX specificiations, the units are well liked by operating crews. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 .ƻǊǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ YŀǊŜƴ  tŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Iƻǿ ŀ {ǘŜŀƳ [ƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ²ƻǊƪǎΣ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ 
items, namely three cylinder locomotives, the reciprocating variety, not Shays and their kin, geared locomotives which usually had 
three cylinders. 
 The three cylinder ideas arose when large four and five driver axle locomotives began to get large enough to have balancing 
problems, with small drivers, large cylinders, higher pressures, etc.  There were few such locomotives with only three driver axles, 
none really successful. 
 In these locomotives, the third cylinder was on the centerline of the engine, mounted at an angle, rear down, and drive on 
the second driver axle.  To clear the crosshead and main rod, the first driving axle was actually bent.  The two outside cylinders drove 
conventionally on the third driver axle.  At first valve gear was an additional set on the right side for the inside cylinder, but the 
Englishman Sir Nigel Gresley developed a complicated but yet simple method to control the center valve.  Out of the front of the 
outside cylinder valve chests, a rod extended from the valve to operate a set of levers placed across the front of the locomotive, out 
of the left cylinder a long rod was activated, with a pivot point hinged on the front of the frame.  Out of the right cylinder a much 
shorter rod was activated, which had as its pivot point the other end of the long rod from the left.  The other end of the shorter rod 
operated the valve from the front.  The Gresley system was licensed to ALCO which produced the majority of three cylinder power. 
 While there were some three cylinder engines in the east, notably on the D&H, development of the large engines came in 
the west, Southern Pacific having over two dozen 4-10-нΩǎΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ п-12-2, known as the Union 
Pacific type.  UP stabled 88 of this model, which operated all over Nebraska and Kansas main lines, down into Denver, across 
Wyoming into Southern Idaho (where I witnessed several assault King Hill with an old 2-8-8-0 helper) 
And these engines were active until the end of steam.  Problems did occur with difficulty lubricating the center cylinder apparatus, 
and the Gresley system needed frequent adjustments to keep the center cylinder from overworking, but the  engine life was over 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΧŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ όŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ {t ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎύΦ  hƴŜ п-12-2. #9000 has been preserved, in California of all places, and 
it successfully negotiated Donner Pass, under steam, on its final trip.  Three other 3 cylinder locomotives have been preserved ar 
various placesτincluding a rare Baldwin, #6000 in Philadelphia, with a water tube boiler and the only compound 3 cylinder 
locomotive built. 

How about a pause in your reading to capture some of the beauty of the rolling land around Dillwyn? 

  
Photos by Kim Youngτthanks, Kim. 
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FIELD DAY OF THE PAST by Steve Tarrant 
 In the April HIGHBALL we fielded a request for ODC members to volunteer as Car Hosts for the 9th year 
for various shifts on September 17, 18, and 19 aboard the tǳƭƭƳŀƴ ƘŜŀǾȅǿŜƛƎƘǘ мл {ŜŎκh.{ άaǘΦ CƻǊŀƪŜǊΦέ 
 Please call Steve Tarrant at 233-2192 or Bob Timmins at 740-3424 by JULY 15 to say what you can do to 
help staff this historic and immensely popular (and air-conditioned) exhibit. 

 

SOUTHERN RAILWAY STATIONS IN RICHMOND a recap and update 
By Steve Tarrant 

Note:  The following is based on a thorough review of all of my fatherôs files while he was Chapter Historian. 

 Let me set the stage:  at the time of our Civil War, there were five railroads serving Richmond.  The RF&P had its passenger 
station at 8

th
 and Broad (actually at 8

th
 ŀƴŘ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭύΤ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭΩǎ ŀǘ мс

th
 and Broad; the Richmond & 

¸ƻǊƪ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŀǘ но
rd

 ŀƴŘ 5ƻŎƪΤ ǘƘŜ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ϧ tŜǘŜǊǎōǳǊƎΩǎ ŀǘ т
th

 ŀƴŘ .ȅǊŘΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ϧ 5ŀƴǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻot of Virginia 
Street, one block west of 14

th
 St., just north of the James River and Kanawha Canal.  None of these railroads connected physically 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ wϧ5 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wϧ¸w ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦ рΩ-лέ ƎŀǳƎŜΤ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ όпΩ-у ѹ άύ ƎŀǳƎŜΦ 
 The wϧ5Ωǎ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ мурл ƻǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ мурмΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻƻŘ-truss-on-
stone-piers James River bridge was completed.  This station collapsed in 1856 (inadequate capital and shoddy construction?) and 
was promptly replaced with a more substantial but still wood-frame building that lasted a lot longer. 
 In 1850 the R&D also built a passenger station for the south bank manufacturing city of Manchester at 6

th
 and Perry Sts.  All 

ǘƘŜ wϧ5Ωǎ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ this station until March, 1914. 
 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƛǊŜ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭΣ мусрΣ ǘƘŜ wϧ5Ωǎ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōƻǘƘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘΦ 
 In 1873 the R&D, with its new infusion of Northern capital, acquired control of the R&YR and built a connection between 
the two along  Dock  Street.  The West Point trains, thereupon, abandoned the old 23

rd
 and Dock Street station and began operating 

out of the Virginia Street station. 
 In 1900 the Southern Ry., successor to the R&D, clearly decided that the old wooden Virginia Street Station, by now 
ŀƴǘƛǉǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŘŜŎǊŜǇƛǘΣ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ wȅΦΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŀǊȅ of the 
ƳƻŘŜǊƴ άbŜǿ {ƻǳǘƘΣέ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƛn comparison with the magnificent new 
Main Street Station then under construction by the C&O and the brand-new Seaboard Air Line Ry., due for completion in November 
1901. 
  So in 1900 the Southern built a handsome new brick and stone passenger station at 14

th
 and Mill Streets and tore down the 

ancient Virginia Street Station. 
 Where was Mill St.?  It was a short street 1/3 block south of Cary St., running west from 14

th
 to Virginia.  Canal Street at that 

time ran west from 13
th

 Street.  In later years Canal was extended east on a reverse curve to connect with the west end of Mill 
Street, thereupon renamed Canal Street. 
 Now a mystery arises.  On a 1902 plat of a proposed industrial siding to serve the Standard Paper mill opposite 1

st
 & Hull 

Streets in MancheǎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŀƴ άhƭŘ Iǳƭƭ {ǘǊŜŜǘ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ Iǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
main track.  A passenger station?  Possibly, bit if so, only later as a temporary expedient from March 1914, when the last passenger 
train oprated out of 14

th
 Street Station, and March 1915, when the present Hull Street Station opened.  I think this was originally a 

freight station, for two reasons: 
1. Southern would not likely have operated trains out of both Main Street AND 14

th
 Street Stations at the same time, 

the  Main Street Station operation being the only logical reason for having a passenger station at Hull Street. 
2. The 1850 Manchester Station at 6

th
 and Perry Streets continued in use until March, 1914. 

 
However, this may have been, in March 1914, upon the closing of the 14th  and Mill Streets Station, the Southern  

built a wooden trestle on about a 16-ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŎǳǊǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀōƻŀǊŘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ǉǳŀŘǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ фл-
ŘŜƎǊŜŜ wƻŎƪŜǘǘΩǎ /ǊƻǎǎƻǾŜǊΦ  {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜƎŀƴ Ŏƻnstruction at this time of the present Hull Street Station on the south side of 
Hull.  They also tore down the 14

th
 and Mill Street Station and built a new brick freight station and Corporate HQ  

Building there, which still stands. 
 {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴΩǎ 5ŀƴǾƛƭƭŜ ǘǊŀins began operating in March 1914 out of the Seaboard side of Main Street Station, calling at Hull 
Street enroute.  This continued until 1941.  The last passenger trains to and from Hull Street were in February 1957. 
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SOUTHERN RAILWAY STATIONS IN RICHMOND (continued) 
  

 The West Point passenger trains, including the boat trains connecting with the Old Bay Line overnight steamer service to 
and from Baltimore, began in 1914 to operate out of the C&O side of Main Street Station.  This involved a reverse move via Park 
Siding at the foot of Chimborazo Hill up and into the east (concrete-ƭƛƴŜŘύ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ϧhΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ-closed Church Hill Tunnel; 
thence, backing across a now-gone trestle into the west end of Fulton Yard; thence westward on the James River Viaduct and 
curving right at Rivanna Jct. into the Main Street Station. 
 .ȅ мфон ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ²Ŝǎǘ tƻƛƴǘ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘǊŀŎƪŀƎŜΣ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ  
άмп

th
 {ǘǊŜŜǘ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴέ όǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ a passenger shelter, not a staffed building) enroute (via a backup move) 

to Hull Street.  The West Point passenger operations ceased in 1941, along with the Old Bay Line steamers. 
 Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ άhƭŘ Iǳƭƭ {ǘǊŜŜǘ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿŀǎ ǘƻǊƴ ŘƻǿƴΣ ōǳt I suspect it was in 1915 after the opening of the 
present passenger station. 
 Second mystery:  Why did the Southern close the 1900 14

th
 Street Station a year before the completion of the new 

(present) Hull Street Station?  Was  it because Main Street Station was by this time perceived as a so much more advantageous 
ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴΩǎ 5ŀƴǾƛƭƭŜ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ōȅ ŀ ǿƻǊƪŀōƭŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ  ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΚ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
As the James River Rambler ended its 2010 Spring Excursions, we wish all a good summer, and remember come back again, 
because in the Fall 2010, the Old Dominion Chapter  and the Buckingham Branch Railroad  once again host excursion trains 
from Dillwyn, VA.  Photos by Kim Young. 

  
 

 


