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RF&P Coach No. 703 sits in Terminal Stati on, 6 TheSihemCoraeten Buetos Npw dorkdiva i t i ng
September 1, 1968. ODC owns the 703 and three identical cars, including one operated on its excursion trains, theo 6L aPhyoGoolsby.
Permission obtained by Bill Todd from Larry viamail. Our thanks to both Bill and Larry.

OLD DOMINION CHAPTER JUNE MEETING

Broad Street Station (Science Museum of Va.)

Program: "Steam Lives"; Tuesday, June 16, 7:30 pm
Bob Bitzer, VP-NRHS, will present another of his outstanding digital programs on steam locomotives
from different parts of the US and Canada. It will include N&W #611, SP #4449, CN #6060, Cass Shays
plus lots of others. All this accompanied with music soundtrack and titles. As an incentive to attend, we
will have free door prizes of RR books. Also, to start the summer off right, this will be our annual
Hawaiian shirt night. If you have one, wear it! Come out and bring a friend.




FUTURE PROGRAMS

Tuesday, July 21  "Catskill Mountain Railroad." ODC 1st VP Win Goodier will present a program of
his "home road."

Tuesday, August 18 "Narrow Gauge Fever." A slide and video show on the Cumbres & Toltec RR narrow
gauge line in Colorado & New Mexico. Lots of steam.

Tuesday, Sept. 15 "Minnesota Trains-Second Section." A continuation of the April program that was cut short
due to ODC business affairs.

ODC EXCURSION TRAIN TRIPS

ODC had another outstanding spring on its excursion train trips on May 16, 23 and 30. We had a 100% load
factor, happy passengers, helpful crew members, heavy food & souvenir sales and much needed revenue. A full
report will be made soon. Many thanks are due to the BBRR management and engineers and to all of the ODC
volunteers who make these important chapter trips successful. Also,our RR Day was heavily visited as usual.
(See other photos in newslejte
Note: An email sent to our website from a passenger on the Ma¥ frfb, sums the excursion
From: david leckrone
Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2009 8:52 AM
To: Winslow R. Goodier (wrgoodier)

Subject: Great ride

We were on the James River Rambler yesterday with our two grandsons (5 & 6) and had a GREAT
TIME! 1 highly recommend this trip for families.

The Tom Mix Rangers are great and the kids (well, Grandpa even more!) loved the event. Please
pass that along as | have not found their contact information . Thankyou. Any infor mation on the
group?

Thanks,

David and Bonnie Leckrone

Appomattox, VA

Photo by Kim Young. Thanks, Kim.




MAY 30, 2009 DILLWYN RAILROAD DAY RECAP

Thanks to everyone who helped out with the fifth Dillwyn Railroad Day on May 30, 2009. As in past years, your
efforts were really appreciated by those who visited the displays. We had visitors from near and far and of all

ages. One couple from England got to compare the BB's 1980 American bay window caboose to those used back
in their homeland. A few of our young visitors were already familiar with some of the controls on the General before
| gave my presentation. We even had reporters from the Charlottesville paper taking pictures and notes.

Once again big thanks goes to the Buckingham Branch and its employees for providing the equipment. Steve
Powell, Mark Waldrop, Giles Scott, and the May 29 crew of Z710 made sure the General and caboose 222 were in
the perfect spot to display and clear the 706 for boarding as well. Bob Bryant brought his former C&0O motor car for
display, with a bell the children loved to ring. It was quite appropriate to be able to display both a former C&O
motor car and caboose.

Every year Operation Lifesaver seems to put on a bigger display, and this year was no exception. Melvin Jones
and his team of Veronica Rohrer, Rodney Walker, and Raiford Wilson had plenty of interesting props and free items
to get their important message across. | was impressed as Veronica made her presentation to some of the
younger visitors that trains are not a playground.

Finally thanks to the ODC members who helped with the event. Keith Crump's truck was vital for moving the
locomotive access steps to and from the storage container. He, Dave Hebel, and Giles Scott helped assemble the
steps on Friday, May 22. On the day of the event, Keith, Dave, Brandy Martin, Bob Stevens, and Bill Todd helped
man the displays. They were all kept busy when the peak number of visitors hit around midday, making sure our
guests toured the displays safely.

Sincerely,

Thomas R. Hardesty

Photos by Kim Young. Tanks.

Souvenir and Raffle Sales from Spring Excursion _ Train__Trips

Total sales for the May trips were: $2,588.00
Souveni $2286€0 ; Cab ride raffle (net)é.. $31

Archives Committee Meetings for June
The Archives Committee will meet on 11 June and 25 June at 3600 W. Broad St. Meetings begin at 1900 hrs. We
will continue the inventory process. We have been able to fill several requests for data from outside of the ODC.

.00



SPEC IAL TRAINS FOOD SERVICE REPORT

Spring 2009 Buckingham Branch Railroad Excursions
By Sam Watkins

Gross Sales $1,744.50
Cost of Goods Sold  643.33
Expenses 207.19
Sales Tax 87.23
Donations 57.31

Net Income $ 864.06

MAY ODC ASHLAND BBQ PICNIC

We had another successful Smokey Pig BBQ
picnic at the Ashland train station in May with over 60
members and guests, our largest attendance of our
monthly meetings. Ned Krack reports that the trains
passing by the depot between 4:30-8:00 PM
included:

Q171 Boston to Jacksonville intermodal
D794 Southbound local (10 hours late)
AMKS8O0 Carolinian northbound
AMK95 Regional southbound
AMKO91 Silver Star southbound
AMK53 Auto Train southbound
Q406 Rocky Mt. to Philadelphia manifest
AMK66 Regional northbound
AMK93 Regional southbound

Ned also indicated that when #93 pulled in, Doug
Riddell got off. Doug has retired as an Amtrak
locomotive engineer and is now an Amtrak system
photographer. He had earlier been in Orlando

for the opening of the renovated depot there and
deboarded #93 after spending some time in his
Washington office.

A happy Dick Hogan1©442008) at the ODC Ashland
BBQ in May 2005. Thanks, Bill Todd, for sharing.

HULL STREET DEPOT RENOVATION UPDATE

As a result of the objection by VDOT on a minor issue from our winter bids, ODC has re bid the project.
The new bids are due on June 9 and will be opened June 10.
We will announce the results at the next chapter meeting.




AMTRAK PRESIDENT VISITS ASHLAND
On Thursday morning, May 28 Amtrak's new president, Joseph Boardman, delivered the keynote speech at the
Greater Richmond Chamber of Commerce 2009 Regional Transportation Conference. Prior to Mr. Boardman's talk,
John Lewis, CEO of Richmond's GRTC Transit System, gave an audio visual presentation of his new vision for
Main Street Station bus terminal.

In essence, the shed portion of the station will be converted into a GRTC bus transloading facility. Buses will
enter from a ramp up from Broad Street and loop around at the head house and return down the ramp to Broad St.
There appears little room for Amtrak passengers except on a platform and access to the station head house.

Mr. Boardman represents the latest in a series of Amtrak presidents, i.e. here today, gone tomorrow. He is new
to railroading, except for his prior position at FRA. He is traveling around Amtrak's system to get acquainted with
the trains and staffs. He had very little in the way of specific details. In the meantime, a third track on the RF&P is
ready to be cut in south of Fredericksburg. The next third section may be around Cherry Hill and Quantico with
Franconia Hill coming later.




BBRR STARTS UP NEW OPERATION

ODC member Bob Dickinson reports that the Buckingham Branch RR started up their new operation on May 23
of the Burkeville-Keysville-Virginia Southern route. Full activity will be phased in. Here are some pictures that were
taken by Rex Carter, Manager of Track and Structures of the first day of the BB's operation of the Virginia
Southern (5/23). They look really good. The freshly painted BB locomotives are also a plus!

Our thanks to Rex Carter for the photasdfor info from Giles Scott and Bob Dickinson




Hallsboro Report
By Kevin Frick

May 17 | found Randy Ridgley m  ixing batches of bondo to the 1202 repairing rust holes and other
spots on it's exterior. He is preparing the exterior for a paint job that will cosmetically restore the car
and make it look 100% better than it has for years. He took a color chart down to the two business
cars when they were in Richmond and got a color very close to what they were painted. | will help
him in this the best | can. We were able to replace the second switch stand tie on switch #1 and
remove an additional tie , replacing it with the remaining 13 foot tie. Almost all switch ties have
been replaced and we are trying to get them ready for spiking. The drainage ditch on the north side
of the property got a partial cleaning and removal of growth that was holding water. This area was
regraded and the sump pump reset to allow better drainage. We regraded the ditch along the ladder
track to assure better drainage also. | will be out over the Memorial Day weekend to do more in

preparing the track for spiking so we can get the area reopened for operation. The crane was started
and allowed to run to keep it operational. We always welcome everyone to help at Hallsboro so we

can maintain the chapters historic rolling s tock and locomotives.

May 23 Randy Ridgley and Bob Stevens were working on t he fence when | arrived. | was

asked to place dirt where the fence was going so | built up a ridge to place the fence on. We

removed several pine trees that possibly could damage the fence and | was able to remove the spoil

material from the ditch and reop en the road on the north side of the property. Randy had purchased

some paint from Va. Paint Co. and had painted the doors and windows on the 1202. | think this

paint is going to look great on the car when it is applied. The 1202 will probably be a static display
that will not leave Hallsboro but it will certainly brighten up the place once painted. Monday Randy

continued painting on the 1202. | placed stone in the areas where new ties had been placed and

Randy and | stationed the Davenport opposite a power pole so we could get more leverage in trying

to turn the motor over.

High Speed Rail Fever, Part |

High Speed Rail Fever is currently sweeping the country. This is a commentary by Richard L. Beadles, former
President of RF&P Railroad. This is part one, written on May 15, 2009.

Virginia Rail Observations and Commentary by Richard L. Beadles
Volume I, No. 9, May 15, 2009. High Speed Rail Fever i Part One.

A year ago no one could have possibly foreseen the sudden emergence ofsuchwid e s pr ead i nterest in
nor imagined the apparent intensity of popular enthusiasm regarding the potential of extensive HSR development in America. Here in
Virginia, HSR is being promoted by at least one would-be gubernatorial aspirant.

To President Barack Obama goes the credit. Not to be overlooked, however, was the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement
Act of 2008 (APRIIT A0), signed | ast f al | -sdvenyedBseofodebageeverttie roldofi s h ,
intercity passenger rail in the U.S. It now appears that Amtrak is here to stay, and that intercity passenger rail is destined to be improved and
expanded over the next two decades, with or without High Speed Rail.

Beyond that, little is yet known about how we get from here to there. Neither the U. S. D.O.T., nor the Federal Railroad
Administration, nor most of the state rail planning and development agencies, were ready for the challenge of having to prudently and
effectively invest $8 billion, and possi bly more, as result of Obamads sign
federal-state funding and development relationship in highway construction, which has been evolving for almost 100 years, nothing of the
sort yet exists for large-scale rail development. Good people, able people, with the best of intentions, are scrambling as this is written to put
in place guidelines and the mechanism for public investment in HSR. This is a huge challenge for all concerned.

One potential obstacle to rapid deployment of federal funds for rail will be the half-dozen large freight railroads which own and
control most of the route system in the nation. None of these railroads is really enthusiastic about the prospects of HSR. Some of them are
still doubtful of the wisdom of being a party to any funding plans which bring greater government oversight and possible control. They can
be very innovative, or maddeningly obstructionists. It all depends on whether they are for something, or against it. The DNA in the freight
rail culture is decidedly negative to any expanded role of government; has been for a century, since Teddy Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson.

The freight railroads have many very legitimate concerns. Yet rail spokespersons occasionally give the impression that they are
indifferent and insensitive to public will. Government affairs lieutenants of the big four freights recently lectured a Washington audience on
their fAprincipleso, whi anbsttradftiona gassenger tail improcement@rojacte @rojectotwolsteps bsldwyheni
level of international HSR to which President Obama apparently aspires.

The sooner the President invites the rail chiefs to the White House the better. It might also be revealing and beneficial to them if
they traveled incognito to DC, as regular Amtrak passengers, and without their own operating officials being aware of their travel plans.

Hiftitit
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RAILROADS AND COAL  , part!| |

This is the second article by Dick Beadles. The commentary was written on May 29.
The subject matter is very pertinent to these days.

Virginia Rail Observations and Commentary by Richard L. Beadles

Volume I, No. 10, May 29, 20009. Railroads and Coal, Part II.

I f you want a |l eading indicator of the future relation
population about 350, close to the Cypress Creek tributary of the Blackwater River in Surry County, southeastern Virginia, six miles
northeast of Wakefield and the famous Route 460 eatery, Virginia Diner.

Dendron once had a railroad, the Surry, Sussex and Southampton, which stretched 28 miles inland from a James River wharf at
Scotland to Wakefield and beyond. The SS&S existed for one reason only, to gather logs for the large sawmill at Dendron and move lumber
to the river for transshipment to the northeast. Dendron, with a population some say reached 3,000 in its heyday, may yet have another rail
connection with the world beyond, or perhaps not, depending upon the fate of a proposed coal-burning electric power generating station
contemplated by Old Dominion Electric Cooperative.

OldDomi ni on6s proposed Cypress Cr evatks, pgehtially the laoyesteoal diredelectria s
generating plant operating in Virginia--p ot enti al ly the consumer of wup to f i wnsarisani
Virginiaés growing demand for electric power has notissugseash, b
and atmospheric emissions, particularly carbon dioxide, the so-called carbon footprint of the plant.

As a frame of reference, it is estimated that Virginia railroads currently deliver somewhere between eight and nine million tons of
coal annually to electric power generating stations within the Commonwealth. Cypress Creek could be a huge windfall of coal traffic to the
rails, but it may never happen. Even if it does, this Dominion Electric plant might well turn out to be the last such rail-served plant within the
Commonwealth.

Existing as well as proposed coal-fueled electric generating plants are under attacka | | acr oss the nationp.

coal plant now under construction in far-off Wise County Virginia will, we understand, initially be truck-served. As part of the bargain,
Dominion Virginia is substituting gas for rail coal at Bremo, as it did earlier at Possum Point. Natural gas is suddenly in abundant supply, is
cheaper and cleaner.

Surely, coal has a future in the nationds energy stergip]l
underground, may not be possible at Cypress Creek., or nearby. The Dendron coal plant has a very long way to go before all approvals are in
hand. Some give it odds of no better than 50-50, as proposed. Such odds are beginning to look appropriate as well for the long-haul future of
rail trans-portation of coal to electric power generating stations far removed from Appalachia .

Decades from now, Virginia railroads may have to learn to exist without some of the coal traffic they now enjoy. The implications
for Virgi nkaedwerth coasiddring.nGhange ie relentless. Consider Dendron, and the SS&S! SR

T h e E dCGotnér r B@BStty Staples
I want to personally thank everyone who contributed to this issue. | have never received so many photos. It was hard to choose.
Below is a copy of a letter written to the Highball Editor by an ODC chapter member, Stephen W. Tarrant. | owe Stephen an apology for not
placing his letter in the Highball before now. Honestly, I misplaced the letter and realized | had not published his letter, so today, | spent a
great deal of time looking, and guess what?! | found it. To me, that is hope for the world. | am copying the letter, and my thanks and

! 900 West 31% Street :
: Richmond, VA 23225 :
i (804) 233-2192 |
: 12 April 2009
'Editor, AThe Highballod !
© 2326 Penrose Drive :
i Richmond, VA 23235 i

ship

"Editor, iThe Highball o: !

Jerry Grosshansdé reminder, in the AjofWashingthnHnorging am!l | ,:
beginning December 1 that will take 2 hours 30 minutes for this run prompts me to make a sadly disappointed commentary |
on such a miserable service performance. Are the State Transportation Board, Amtrak and CSX people totally unaware that
far better performance was delivered by the RF&P over this same piece of railroad many years ago? i
I'n 1959 RF&PO6s #20, the ABI ue &-to-@mskingtonC:BOIAMp &29 AM. Inwa s
11967 #34, t he on Bialdviedr07AGAGaBeduld. Mind these were from Broad Street Station, 10 minutes !
‘more running time (in 1967) south of Amtrakés Green
; Given RF&P&ds 1959 performance of 1 hour 5 %WHYharewet e s
' supposed to think that we should fund a miserably slow equivalent schedule of 2 hours 40 minutes now, 40 or more years
| later? By the operational standards of 50 years ago (and the RF&P was an exceptionally safely and efficiently operated

sche

dal e

railr oad) this run today, from Amtrako6s Greendale (Staples

! Yours very truly, !
Stephen W. Tarrant

minutes: 7.00AMi18: 49 AM. WHY isnét this | evel of performance b



The World of Railroading by Jerry Grosshans

Trains

The 641 mile |l ong state owned Al aska Railroad is proposing
interior, to serve primarily the military. The proposed new line would extend from North Pole to Delta Junction, near Fort Greely.
There exists a substantial amount of mining and petrochemical industry along the proposed line as well as some agricultural
areas.

I ndi ana Railroad is planning a 5ne&BeariRunanine gputheastobDuggarriN; e Peab c
which is about 80 miles southwest of Indianapolis, and when fully operational, the mine will be the largest surface mine in the
eastern USA.

The largest switcher or the smallest General Electric GEVO locomotive fleet??? Cement manufacturer Cemex, Inc. has
acqguired a new ES44AC locomotive to serve its New Braunfels, T)>
(320,000 Ibs. against the more standard 415,000 Ibs.) was acquired in March of last year.

Due to the economic downturn, railroad as storing large numbers of locomotives, CSX storing 495 units out of a roster
of 4000 (about 50-50 EMDandGE) t he 6000 hp. AC606s being among the stored un
will never be restored to active service. BNSF is storing 700 out of a 6750 fleet, UP 1300 out of a 8500 fleet, NS 119 out of a
4000 fleet, CP 270 out of a 1700 fleet and CN 150 out of a 1820 fleet. Most of the BNSF and CP stored units are older SD40-2
units.

Railfan & Railroad

Neptune Bulk Terminals of Vancouver, BC has acquired a 2100 hp Gen-Set unit with an accompanying slug for use at
the Vancouver port facilities. Meanwhile in the other direction, a single engined Gen-set unit of only 700 hp has been
announced by National Railway Equipment, which is building four of the small units for Bunge, North America use at its several
facilities in lowa, Indiana and lllinois.

Railway Age has named Pacific Harbor Line (serving Long Beach and Los Angeles, CA ports) as its 2009 Short Line Railroad
of the year, for replacing older units with environmentally friendly rebuilt switchers and genset units. For service and
performance, the magazine has also named Wisconsin & Southern as its Regional Railroad of the year.

Railpace Magazine

Last month mention was made of New Jersey Transit head cop
worry, he is gone, fired, discharged! After a $449,000 sexual discrimination lawsuit verdict, with over $1 million punitive
damagesandcourt costs against NJT for Boberd6s actions, and at | east
February 26.

Progressive Railroading

Even though we are in hard economic times, several railroads have actually increased expenditures for maintenance of
way and infrastructureé. UP spending $1.8 billion in 2009 over §
$721 million in 2008 and Norfolk Southern $712 million in 2009 over $643 million in 2008.

Interchange

CSX0bs Gr e esortthavingfited f& dankruptcy, has apparently been sold to Marriott International, who will borrow
up to $50 million for Greenbrier operations for the next two years; Marriott to fully repay this loan as well as paying CSX between
$60 million and $130 million within the next seven years.

Ex-Southern Pacific Locomotive 4449 (The Daylight) will be one of several in attendance at the Train Festival 2009 in
Owosso, Ml this coming July. A series of excursions, sponsored by Amtrak, will position the locomotive, the route going through
Spokane, Fargo, Minneapolis, Milwaukee, Chicago, and Lansing. Ex Pere Marquette 2-8-4 # 1225 wi | | be the #fih
Ex-Nickel Plate #765 is also to attend, with a total of 8 locomotives in attendance, under steam, the other attendees not being
announced.

On March 16, MARC received its first MP36 | ocomoti ve, #11,
will undergo de-bugging and testing before it and its sisters take the rails with serious passenger work, as crews will have to be
trained on these units and it is expected that at least a few problems may arise.

Cinders

Amtrak has announced a new photography policy which effectively bans anyone without a ticket from photography from
station platforms,al | owi ng photography from Apublic accessodo areas. Nati
counsel, is hoping to be able to work with Amtrak to amonghtf y or

be necessary for a place like New York City but as now would even apply to places such as Truckee, CA.
The Green Block
Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern have announced the opening of new intermodal terminals. The UP terminal is in
Bexar County, TXand willserveespeci al |l y the South Texas region. NS6s new term
serve central Florida, as NS has improved transit times between Chicago and Jacksonville by a full day. Service south of
Jacksonville will be by Florida East Coast.
The Automatic Block
The Middletown and Hummelstown Railroad (in Pennsylvania) has repaired its Alco S6 switcher into a Western
Maryl and scheme, with removabl e, magnetic Afireball o decal s, w h
The Transfer Table
The B&O Museum in Baltimore has begun an extensive renovation of the pavilion (the large shed-like structure located
in the fAback yardo) with the intent of turning it i novingtke t hree
rolling stock from under the pavilion, track relocation, paving and upgrading electrical service, as well as the addition of a public
address system. Most of the funding of these renovations were from a city bond referendum passed in 2005. With good
weather, all work should be finished in 6 months or less.




The Rail
Norfolk Southern has conducted tests which show that it can save substantial amounts of fuel by returning empty
hopper trains to Roanoke over the ex-Virginian line from Abilene (near Keysville) to Roanoke, rather than using the old N&W line
via Appomattox, Lynchburg, and Bedford. Loaded trains have always used the ex-VGN since the line was acquired by N&W
many years ago. However, as this line is mostly single track, would there be congestion and traffic flow problems?
Norfolk Southern has initiated a second unit coal train with electronically controlled brakes.
The Virginia Museum of Transportation in Roanoke has installed a full sized (10 ft. x 16 ft. x 11 ft.) cab with dual
controls from a retired SD-40 locomotive. The cab was donated by Norfolk Southern and restored to useable condition by
Lanford Bros. I nc. The cab willomadl exwpemwisenmme voisi opesatioomsvien
Forbes Magazine , through its 2009 Forbes Reputation Rankings, has Union Pacific listed at 442 on its list, up from 54 last
year. BNSF is listed at 59, these being the only railroads on the list.
Midwest Rail Scene Report
CSX revenues fell 17% for the first quarter of 2009, whi |l e Nor f ol k Sout hernds fell 22 %
fell 17% and NS fell 20% for that time. CSX operating ratio improved from 77 to 76.8 while NS declined from 76.9 to 80.3.
when was the last time (if ever) that CSX had a better ratio than NS?
The Canadian firm Railpower, which is in bankruptcy, has had most of its assets acquired by R. J. Corman. Railpower
builds gen-set locomotives and the green goat battery powered units.
The two unrepainted, unr enumiN untgdopenating onfUpP &8646hahde880%)@re lue r mer C &
for inspection and are planned to be stored with other similar units.
The Green Block
Anschutz Company, owner of the Ski Train which has run between Denver and Winter Park for over 60 years (in
various forms) has sold the train, including all three ex-Amtrak IF40 locomotives, to the Algoma Central Railway, a subsidiary of
Canadian National. Anschutz cited insurance costs, congestion on the former Rio Grade trackage, consistent monetary loss for
at least 20 years and redevelopment of the Denver station area as reasons for this action.
About Amtrak
The new spring and summer schedules are out, and while there appears to be little scheduling change, the schedules
themselves have a dif fresemtedfudremmatbookThe MmMmadtomger contains thi
fcorridoro is covered by three pamphl ets, c alolPeladelghia-aNelv¥otk) c ar d s ¢
#W4 (Boston, New York, Virginia) and #W5 (Springfield, Hartford, New York, Washington). Keystone Service, #W10 (New
Yorkd Harrisonburg, PA) and Empire Service #W8 (New York--Niagara Falls--Toronto) are also pamphlet/wallet cards only.
Amtrak says it will return all of these schedules into the master schedule booklet for the fall-winter printing. Of course, other
schedules also have the wallet card/pamphlet format in addition to being listed in the master schedule. If interested and you
cannot -lgienediowmhat you need or wheortentschetiues abtbeGnudears copi es of al
A fipersonal 0 statement ab oiolaw aAdiheir infénechilchwanteddoncome thexeufay & isie r

from Portsmouth, OH. They got a ride down and c lakonkhe@ardinal t he r
from Charlottesville, for all three, was less than $100.

More Amtrak The new master schedule carries a fiwarningo in small pr
Activities on property owned or controlled by Amtrak, when notinco mpat i bl e with the Amtrak mission:i
service to the publicé.and economyéFirst Amendment activities 8

This policy is stated as a safety issue, but it is part of the problems railfans and others are having, especially with photography.
Another situation, which could be seen as a veiled threat to such activities is the sign posted at the Staples Mill station which
states that Amtrak has an employese® watldhbgprogegpamtiend ft @or Aentamdk f
The Rail
Amtrak will issue a feasibility report on the resumption of service on the Sunset Limited between Orlando and New
Orleans sometime in July. Amtrak has also hired a company to investigate the resumption of service on the Pioneer route,
which formerly ran between Denver and Portland, through Wyoming and Idaho. This study should be released by October.
Shortline
An attorney, Bert Kragen from Oregon, has published a book on photography, Legal Handbook for Photographers--
The Rights and Liabilities of Making Images which is supposedly selling well, although at this time no publisher or information on
how to acquire this book was revealed.
SECOND SECTI ONé.
Chapter members will recall the two excellent programs put on by local railfan photographer Jeff Hawkins, as well as
his articles in Railpace Magazine on the Bridges of Richmond and the southern part of the NS Shenandoah line. Hawkins has
done it agai né. t wi deff toversithe CSXlrackagephoth ACL armsl SAL &rgm Richmond to North Collier Yard.
In the May issue, Jeff covers the fioldo RF&P trackage frwom Ri cth
more articles on the RF&P as well as the continuation of the Shenandoah line. We are indeed fortunate to have among us such
a talented individual, willing to share his excellent ideas, photography locations and other eagerly desired railfan information. |

would suggest to Jeff and to the Railpace staff, that they eventuallyc ons ol i date these articles into s
Virginiaé . it ougwelll to sell

One questioné.Jeffod6s articles refer to a |location/signal or
calling it either fioDoagn dP ocnidtoe orre afisDoongs Pfoourndb ot h names. I have d

recall that at the location now used by the Richmond mounted patrol (horse police) near that signal location, there was at one

time an animal shelter, which would of course contain a dog pound. | seem to recall, also that an old SAL engineer, now retired

and deceased, who used to attend the same church as me, call ed
about some input on this??? Someone should havethe ficorrect o name with some degree of c
home or at the chapterds address.



RUNNI NG EXTRAE€é. .

Several of the weekly local newspapers have recently had articles concerning passenger rail service and the proposed
high speed rail program (which is apparently proceeding, not at high speed but at a glacial rate). The Richmond Free Press, a
bl ack owned and oriented paper saw fit on April 16 to hetadl i ne
the new Amtrak run starting in December. Only upon reading the article does one find out that indeed Richmond is served by
terminating the train at the Staples Mill Station. The writer is miffed that the train did not go all the way to Main Street Station.
This is sort of like complaining that Richmond does not have air service at the airport in Henrico County! However the Free
Press then came out on April 30 with an excellent article on the proposed high speed rail service, although giving undue credit to
Congressman Bobby Scott and denigrating the contributions of Congressman Eric Cantor.

The Chester Village News in its April 29 edition came out with an article on the front page, showing a proposed
overpass of the CSX tracks at Centralia Road, and mentioning the closing of the Old Lane crossing just west of Centralia Road.
Mention is also made of an underpass on Curtis Street in downtown Chester and the closing of the West Avenue crossing.
Mention is made in that article about more public hearings, but between then and now | have been unable to get more

information to share with the Highball readers.
: : = :

R e I

These are photos from the Operation Lifesaver display on May 30 in Dillwyn.
As seen in the photos and articles, Buckingham Branch, ODC Chapter, and many friends

and helpers have made 2009 Spring Excursion Trips a tremendous success. Thanks to
all and a very, very special thank you to Kim Young for all his photos.







