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ODC CHAPTER AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER MEETINGS 

  

Location: Monday, August 16, 7:30 PM 
Richmond Railroad Museum 

102 Hull Street Road, Richmond 
Program: Archives Slide Show 

 Charles Curley will present a slide show from ODC archives that was originally scheduled in June but postponed due to heat 
conditions then at the Museum. Charles has worked diligently over the years at the ODC archives at 3600 West Broad Street on our 
photographs and slides taken by former Chapter members. This is a great collection, and Charles will share some with us on August 
16. Refreshments available. Bring a friend and come on out. REMINDER: AUGUST IS HAWIAAN SHIRT NIGHT. Therefore, if you have 
one, wear it then, men and women, and RR will take photos of us. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Location: Saturday, September 11, at 11:00 AM 
ODC's Hallsboro Yard Picnic & Outing 

County Line Road & NS Railway Tracks, south of Route 60 
Chesterfield County (on the border with Powhatan County) 

Program: Steam engine demonstration and equipment review 
 Kevin Frick and our Hallsboro Yard Team are busy preparing for ODC's PICNIC AND EQUIPMENT REVIEW day on Saturday, 
September 11 at 11:00 AM. Hot dogs and hamburgers with drinks will be served free to ODC members and their special guests. This 
event is NOT open to the public but to ODC members and family. Come on out and see our 0-6-0 steam engine working and inspect 
the impressive improvements made to some of our cars. For complete directions, please attend the August 16 meeting.  
  
This represents the official announcement for this event, so mark it on your personal calendar now and don't forget it. 
 

 

RICHMOND RAILROAD MUSEUM UPDATE by Bob Dickinson 
 All, the architect reports today that most items at the station are 95 to 100% complete! The painters were there today 
finishing up in the freight room. The carpet is down and the hardwood floor is installed in the station masters office. The carpenters 
are finishing up the outside door installation.  The architect expects most everything to be complete by the next progress meeting in 
mid-August. Outside work continues on the handicapped ramp and the new sidewalk along the rear of the station is scheduled to be 
done soon.  Trip Committee – the  architect has given permission to install the  telephones and wiring that will be needed when 
telephone ticket sales start at the end of August. We need to decide where we want to set them up so the wiring can be installed. 
Gift shop committee- the gift shop room is mostly complete and lacking only a little trim around the baseboard. We need to decide 
the layout of the room and be ready to start moving the fixtures and cases in as soon as contractor gives permission. The glass case 
in the 185 can be taken apart so it will be ready to be moved into the gift shop. If most every one agrees Saturday August 7

th
 might 

be a good day to have a meeting there to discuss the business plan, gift shop, station masters office etc. Looks like we may be able 
to start moving into the building by September! Please let me know your thoughts about the meeting. Thanks, Bob 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ODC MEMBERS by Bill Todd 
 A special congratulations are extended to Dick and Doris Whiting for their 75th Wedding Anniversary in July. Dick was 
president of ODC in the mid 70s. Both he and Doris were car hosts on many excursion trips, and she brought cookies to Chapter 
meetings. They now reside at Colonial Heights Health Care, 831 Ellerslie Ave., Colonial Heights, Va. 23834. 
Bill & Peggy sent a card but others are encouraged to do so too. Also, Dick turns 100 this October! 

  

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE MEETINGS—AUGUST  by Calvin Boles 
The Archives Committee will meet on 5 and 19 Aug 10 at 3600 W. Broad St. Sessions begin at 1900 hrs. The 19 Aug session will be a 

hands-on demonstration on the use of the hardware and software available at the Archives location. 

 

HIGH SPEED RAIL MEETINGS by Bill Todd 
  Several ODC members attended the VA DRPT and NCDOT meetings in July concerning the latest news on the proposed high 
speed service between Richmond and Raleigh on the former S Line. For those who have forgotten, S stands for Seaboard Air Line 
Railroad. The S line was torn up decades ago between Chester and Norlina, but the ROW still exists and is owned by CSX. The 
hearings and reports are now in their tenth year!  
 Imagine that in 1900 the SAL RR management in Norfolk decided to extend their line northwards from Norlina to Richmond 
and did so in a little over one year. Then, with the assistance of the C&O Rwy. they built and opened Main Street Station in 1901. 
The original SAL mainline came out of Portsmouth (first RR to serve Hampton Roads) to Norlina and thence southwards into the 
Southeast. The new route to Richmond made SAL the last railroad to enter both Petersburg and Richmond. 

 

AUTUMN LEAF RAMBLER/ SANTA CLAUS  TRIPS by Marsha Cox 
 The Autumn Leaf Rambler/Santa Claus flyers are out and we’re receiving requests for tickets!!  This past Sunday, August 1, 
Ned Krack, Sam Williamson and I met at the Richmond Railroad Museum and processed quite a few requests for tickets.  We’ll 
continue this process until phone sales begin on Saturday, August 28.   The station looks very nice.  We used the area which will 
become the gift shop…cool and comfortable…and worked on the orders.   Sam had the orders well organized and most requests 
were accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope which made processing quick!!   Please come to the station on Sunday, 
Aug 8, 15 & 22 to lend a hand.   The starting time is 1 p.m.  
 Phone sales begin Saturday, August 28.  We’ll work each weekend until all tickets are sold.  Check the website for times.  I 
have heard from several who have volunteered to help with ticket sales.  Please sign up soon!!  Thanks!! 

 

HALLSBORO by Kevin Frick 
July 17 Today Randy Ridgley, Steve Harrison, Rachael Harrison, Jenny Harrison and I were able to seat the throttle ring in the 
throttle pipe and on the throttle body making the throttle installation the next thing to be done to the 0-6-0. We cleaned up some 
small areas of debris throwing the wood onto the pile and removing the other material as we can to be hauled away in my trash 
cans. I was able to move all of the rail on one side of the access road and will be moving the tie plates and other rail material to this 
area next time I am at Hallsboro, This gives the area a more organized look. We will need help tamping the track in order to be able 
to run on September 11th. Please come an help for it is sorely needed. Randy has sent some pictures of the 494 that show his 
progress on protecting and painting the exterior of the cars. He is doing a fantastic job and I am sure he would accept any help 
offered, holding a paint brush is not that physically demanding. He has painted the 1202, the McGirth and will soon have the  494 
completed. This guy is a workaholic and I am glad he likes working for us. Kevin Frick 

NOTE:  Put on your calendar—SEPTEMBER 11, COME ON OUT TO HALLSBORO FOR  
ODC’S  PICNIC AND EQUIPMENT REVIEW.  We’ll see you there!! 

 
RICHMOND’S SOUTHERN RAILWAY STATIONS by Steve Tarrant 

(a correction) 
 My June article had an error.  I said that the Richmond R&D Station was on the south side of the Kanawha Canal.  This was 
a mistake.  It was located on the north side of the canal.  This is clearly shown on all of the maps available.  I apologize for the error.  
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ROANOKE CHAPTER, NRHS—FALL TRIP EXCURSIONS ANNOUNCED 

 The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society will offer two round trip excursions by train between 
Roanoke & Danville, Virginia (Nov 6) and Roanoke & Bluefield, West Virginia (Nov 7).  These trips, using modern Amtrak locomotives 
and coaches plus vintage railroad cars, depart from the former N&W passenger station in Roanoke.  There will be a layover of 3 
hours in Danville and 2 ½ hours in Bluefield to participate in local activities.   
 Coach seats may be ordered for either trip: 

During business hours -   
O. Winston Link Museum (540-982-5465) 
Virginia Museum of Transportation (540-342-5670) 
Danville Welcome center (434-793-4636) 
Bluefield CVB (304-325-8438) 

Evenings - Roanoke Chapter NRHS (540-774-0611) 
Anytime - www.RoanokeNRHS.org 

First Class seats may also be ordered by mail or phone from Roanoke Chapter NRHS (540-774-0611). 
Thanks for your interest in this major fund raiser for historic rail preservation, and we hope to see you on board! 
Note:  Please go to website to obtain details of excursions. 
 

Bill Purdie, Master Mechanic - Steam Engines, Died in late July 2010 
 A True Steam Driving Man 

Note:  several quotes from article by Donald Purdie 
 Bill Purdie, former Master Mechanic - Steam Engines for Southern Railway, and later Norfolk Southern Railway, had a career 
which afforded him the opportunity to bring smiles to thousands of people, both young and old. Beginning in 1968 with a call from 
then Southern Railway President, W. Graham Claytor, Jr. the adventure began. 
Claytor's vision was to operate steam locomotives over Southern rails to let another generation know what a steam locomotive was. 
The program was so successful that it evolved into nearly year round train excursions throughout the Southeast and beyond.   
 Purdie professionalized the rebirth of Southern Steam and in consequence, made its sight and sound self-supporting and 
available system-wide. 

 
THE WORLD OF RAILROADS by Jerry Grosshans 

(Note:  This article is brief in this issue because of limited page space and printing matters.  Sorry for the temporary change.) 
 In what may be a first for the program, the Chesterfield, Colonial Heights Crime Solvers Program is asking for tips and 
information concerning several railroad incidents, which may be related to each other.  Over the period of May 21-22 vandals placed 
logs and other debris on the CSX tracks running between the Mistwood Forest Subdivision and Richmond Steel, located at 14500 Jeff 
Davis Highway.  An Amtrak train hit the debris and became disabled and unable to move, thus delaying other trains, both freight and 
passenger.  While investigating this incident, authorities discovered broken windows and spray painting on CSX maintenance 
equipment and vehicles temporarily parked and stored at the Richmond Steel property.  Information and tips can be submitted by 
phone to 804-748-0660.  If submitted information helps to solve a crime, the person who submitted it is eligible for a cash reward. 
 Keeping the foregoing in mind, criminal activity involving a railroad should be reported to the local police (911) and to the 
various railroad authorities at 800-453-2530 for Norfolk Southern, and 800-232-0144 for CSX. 
More on the turntable…      One of the exchange newsletters I get had an article proposing that there would be more turntables…a 
fact I reasonably doubt, as I know of no regulatory ruling of recent vintage which would support such belief.  While supposed to 
operate such way in an emergency, diesels can and do operate “backwards” or long end first.  Most trains required more than one 
units so units are coupled back to back (see the Auto-Train set-up) so there is no need to turn the power.  Also a turntable can only 
turn the locomotive; there are ways to turn not only the power but the entire train, witness the “wye” (Y) track so named due to it 
resembling the letter Y.  Richmond has an active wye, at the south end of Acca Yard where every day Amtrak runs terminating at 
Richmond have been turned.  CSX also has wye trackage at the Bellwood Yard, east of the Defense Center.  A bit further away, the 
Buckingham Branch and CSX have wye trackage at Doswell;  and Norfolk Southern at the location known as Poe in Southeast 
Petersburg.  In face, larger cities such as Lynchburg and Roanoke, with considerable rails, usually have at least one location which 
would function as a wye….witness the cement plant trackage in Eastern Bluefield.  There is also the balloon or loop track, a complete 
circle often, with two tracks used to load and unload unit coal trains. 
                  The turntable also has a distant cousin, the transfer table, usually seen at repair and erection facilities, where the table 
shuttles back and forth between two groups of parallel tracks rather than rotating in a circle.  The tables themselves are both quite 
similar. 
The Timetable     Improvements are planned for Alexandria’s Union Station, to begin in 2011 with a 2013 completion date.  The main 
portion of the improvements is to be a handicapped accessible tunnel and elevators to link the station with the King Street Metro 
Station and work to allow all Amtrak/VRE tracks to be serviced from either side.  

http://www.roanokenrhs.org/

