
The Highball 

The monthly newsletter of the Old Dominion Chapter                                           
National Railway Historical Society 

   Volume  51, Number 8                             July 2010 
 

  
Photos by Charles Curley of  the ODC Chapter June Meeting at the Richmond Railroad Museum.  

 See article inside for progress details of the renovation.  Thanks Charles for sharing. 

 

July is the month for the National Day of the Cowboy Train Trip 

See article inside newsletter for details.  Volunteers are needed!! 

Also in newsletter photos from the cowboys on the May 15 excursion.  Thanks to Kim Young for below photos. 

  
 

ODC CHAPTER JULY MONTHLY MEETING 
Location: Richmond Railroad Museum, 102 Hull Street, Richmond 

Time: 7:30 PM, Monday, July 19, 2010 
Program: Passenger Train Trips, 1976-78 Slide Show by Bill Todd 

 Although last month the HVAC was not working as planned, Virginia Dominion Power has now hooked 
up our Museum connections so we should be in much better shape for our July meeting. Refreshments 
available.  Bring a friend and come on down! 
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AUGUST MONTHLY MEETING by Bill Todd 
On August 16 at 7:30 PM Charles Curley will present the slide show from ODC archives that was originally scheduled in June. 
  

RICHMOND RAILROAD MUSEUM UPDATE  by Bill Todd 
 As of our last review session on June 24, Virginia Dominion Power had not hooked up our electrical connections to the main 
electrical panels. This had resulted in a delay of almost two months in the project rehabilitation completion, due in large part to the 
delay by the City of Richmond in inspections. However, by early July VDP had done its duty, and the HVAC has been reported to be 
up and running. To accomplish this the local power in the Museum was cut out as well as to the cars so we will be working on 
restoring that connection. 
 Trim out to the doors and windows was 95% complete; interior light fixtures 95%; exterior light fixtures 95%; ground 
restoration for the sewer connection 100%; wood door installation 40%; and toilet partition installation 100%. Primary work to be 
completed included the HVAC set up; painting; completion of the toilet rooms; hardwood installation in the station master's office; 
carpet installation; and handicap ramp on the east end of the freight room. 
 In total as of the review session, the project was 92% complete. The revised project cost was then $555,867.00, as 
compared with the original contract a year ago of $459,966.00. This does not include the handicap ramp. Payments to the general 
contractor are up to date with one exception recently received. Reimbursements from Richmond are fairly current also. ODC has 
made two draw downs under its bank construction bridge loan for payments to the GC while awaiting reimbursements. 

HIGHBALL DEADLINE by Betty Staples, Editor 

 The deadline for the Highball articles has reverted to our old schedule of the first Monday of the month. 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴŦƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ǎƻ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ. 
  The listing of members changing to receiving the issue by e-mail continues to grow.  How about joining the group?  A huge 
plus-- it will be delivered on time, plus the photos will all be in color, and the biggest change it will save the chapter a lot of money 
ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ  {ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ǎƻΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ 
www.odcnrhs.org and see the current and past issues.  Check it out. 
 Another item  which needs to be mentioned:  if an address or name needs to be changed, please let us know.     
!ƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƛǘŜƳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊŘƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  IŀƴƪΣ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ was very ill, and I was having vision 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ άōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪέΗ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ Φ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ 

 
SOUTHEAST HIGH SPEED TRAIN HEARINGS by Bill Todd 

 The next round of prolonged hearings on the future Southeast high speed train plan between Richmond and Raleigh on the 
former Seaboard Air Line RR will take place at 7:00 PM on July 20 at the DMV cafeteria, 1st floor, 2300 Broad Street; and on July 21 
at Union Station, 103 River Street, Petersburg. The subject will cover the recently completed environmental impact study. 

The Trip Committee Wants You!  By Tom Hardesty 
 After working food service on ODC excursion trains since 1989, and as Food Service Manager for more of those years than I 
can remember, Sam Watkins has decided it is time to retire from Food Service.  Thank you, Sam for all of your hard work. 
 Now this leaves the trip committee in a big bind.  We need a new Food Service Manager.  We also found we need one and 
preferably two assistant Ticket Agents.  Due to the slow economy, we found all our ticket orders came in this spring at the last 
minute, which was more than Sam Williamson could handle. 
 The Trip Committee needs your help NOW.  The excursion trains are our major source of revenue.  Without the revenue 
from the trips all of our other important projects such as car restoration at Hallsboro, running our 0-6-0, and completing and 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ŀǘ Iǳƭƭ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŀre 
stretched so thinΦ  ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎΚ 
 If you think you can help, contact our Trip Committee Chair Marsha Cox at (804) 262-1745 or marsha.cox@comcast.net.  
5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǇ /ƻƳƳittee members will work with you and train you on what we do.  So come join in 
the fun.  Yes there is some work involved, but you get to ride the train for free, meet interesting people, become part of a great 
team, and really make a difference. 

 

July Archives Meetings by Calvin Boles 
The Archives Committee will meet on 8 and 22 Jul at 3600 W. Broad St. at 1900 hrs 

 

mailto:marsha.cox@comcast.net.
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BLAST FROM THE PAST   

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 30, 2010 

Plans call for steam to ride the Norfolk Southern rails again, 
through display and excursion program with TVRM 

 
NORFOLK, VA., and CHATTANOOGA, TENN. -- Norfolk Southern Corporation 

is in negotiations with the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum with 
regard to the operation of a limited schedule of steam locomotive 

event appearances and passenger excursions beginning later this year. 
 

άнмǎǘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ {ǘŜŀƳέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ Ǌŀƛƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
service-oriented freight railroads.  The program would feature three 

venerable coal-powered steam locomotives: 
 

-- Southern Railway 4501:  Built in 1911 by Baldwin Locomotive 
Works, 4501 served Southern Railway in freight service in Tennessee, 

Virginia, Kentucky, and Indiana, before being sold to a short line 
railroad.  No. 4501 was retired from revenue service in 1963 and 

enjoyed a second career in the excursion program operated by Southern 
Railway and Norfolk Southern from 1966 until 1994.  This Ms (Mikado 

superheated) Class locomotive has 63-inch driving wheels. 
-- Southern Railway 630:  Built in 1904 at the Richmond, Va., 

works of American Locomotive Company, this Consolidation-type 
locomotive has traveled throughout the Southeast, often in the 

company of 4501 and sister locomotive 722.  An extensive six-year 
rehabilitation to Federal Railroad Administration standards is being 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀǘ ¢±waΩǎ {ƻǳƭŜ {ƘƻǇǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛƴ /ƘŀǘǘŀƴƻƻƎŀΦ 
-- Tennessee Valley Railroad 610:  Built in 1952 by Baldwin- 

Lima-Hamilton for the U.S. Army, 610 has been the mainstay of TVRM 
steam operations since 1990.  It also appeared on several Norfolk 

Southern steam excursions from 1990 to 1993.  No. 610, also a 
Consolidation type, was one of the last steam locomotives built in the U.S. 

 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 

raiƭǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /9h ²ƛŎƪ aƻƻǊƳŀƴΦ  ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

jobs, competition, and the economy.  It is a forward-looking message 
ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦέ 

 
άнмǎǘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ {ǘeam can help introduce historic and modern railroading 
ǘƻ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ ƴŜǿ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ¢±wa tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ¢ƛƳ 
Andrews.  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

Norfolk Southern for the purpose of preserving and interpreting the 
steŀƳ ŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ 

ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘΣ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭΦέ 
 

The launch of 21st Century Steam would coincide with key dates. 2011 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ прлмΩǎ мллǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ¢±waΩǎ рлǘƘΦ  The year 2012 will mark 

Norfolk {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴΩǎ олǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΦ 
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нмǎǘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ {ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
take place in the Chattanooga area this fall, with locomotives 610 

and 630.  No. 4501 could join the program sometime in 2011, after 
rehabilitation.  Exhibit dates, ticketing, and other details will be 

announced later. 
 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘŜŀƳ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀƎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ Wƛm Wrinn, 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘŜŀƳΩǎ /ŀƳŜƭƻǘΥ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ b{ 9ȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ 

editor of Trains Magazine.  ά! ǎǘŜŀƳ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ 
American history that teaches volumes about this exciting industry 

that has much to offer our country today.  Once the door is open with 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 

generation how railroading is the right transportation solution to so 
Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǳǎΦέ 

 
Later this year, Norfolk Southern and TVRM plan to launch a web site 

in support of the program. Correspondence can be addressed to 
21stcenturysteam@nscorp.com. 

 
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum was founded in 1961 in Chattanooga 

to create an interpretive operating museum of historic equipment and 
artifacts in an authentic setting.  Today it operates an extensive 

schedule of historic and scenic trains in Southeast Tennessee and 
Northwest Georgia, supported by its East Chattanooga locomotive and 
car shop complex.  TVRM is the largest operating historical excursion 

railroad in the Southeast. 
 

bƻǊŦƻƭƪ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ όb¸{9Υ b{/ύ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
premier transportation companies.  Its Norfolk Southern Railway 

subsidiary operates approximately 21,000 route miles in 22 states and 
the District of Columbia, serves every major container port in the 
eastern United States, and provides efficient connections to other 

rail carriers.  Norfolk Southern operates the most extensive 
intermodal network in the East and is a major transporter of coal and 

industrial products. 

National Day of the Cowboy Train Trip by Marsha Cox 
The Cowboy Train is scheduled for Saturday, July 24, 2010 in Dillwyn, VA.    Larry Storch (Corporal Agarn from comedy series F 
¢ǊƻƻǇύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΧŀƳazing gentleman who is around 86 but still loves to entertain and be included in these 
events. There will be a John Wayne look-alike this year, and, of course, lots of other cowboys.   The Second Annual National Day of 
the Cowboy will have festivities at Lee Wayside Village in Buckingham County.  Admission is $5 for adults and $3 for children 12 and 
under.  The event will feature live music, food and drink, gold miners, blacksmith, horses, cowboys, Indians, John Wayne, Lash Larue, 
Tonto and the Lone Ranger, a civil war camp, saddles, art work, chuck wagon, Old Dominion Quick Draw and much more.  After you 
ride the train, you can check it out!!  The event is open until 4 p.m. 
 We will plan to leave Dillwyn Station at 9:30 a.m., have the robbery, go to the river and return to Dillwyn Station about 
12:30 or 1 p.m.   We will not provide any food service or souvenirs, but Chamber of Commerce will have snacks and drinks available 
for sale on the train for those riding, as they did last year. 
 We will need car host assistance on this trip.  IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǊ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǿōƻȅǎΦ  Please send me 
an e-mail at marsha.cox@comcast.net or call me at 349-4427 if you can help.  I have heard from some of our regular car hosts who 
will be with us.  Last year was lots of fun and was recorded by the PBS show, Virginia Currents.   
 Since this event is in July, we will have fans for use on the 1006.  The 706 has a/c and the Moo cars have 
a breeze when the train is moving.   Please be sure to bring your own food and water.  {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нпΧ¢ƘŀƴƪǎΗΗ

mailto:21stcenturysteam@nscorp.com
mailto:marsha.cox@comcast.net
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Downtown Rail Can't Meet All Its Advocates Dreams 
By RICHARD BEADLES  
 Plans for restoration of train service to Norfolk have recently sparked some local concern about the future of 
Richmond's Main Street rail station. Let's be clear. Main Street Station has a bright future, but it is not destined to be 
Richmond's Union Station. It never was and is unlikely to be now. More than 100 years of rail history stands against that 
dream. 
 There is a reason Norfolk trains never, in the past, used Main Street. 
 For Amtrak trains originating in Boston and New York -- destined to Williamsburg and Newport News, 
augmented by trains that have the potential to originate and terminate in downtown Richmond -- Main Street Station 
can be developed over time into the transportation center long envisioned by local advocates and planners. 
Such trains should provide city-center Richmond with ample service to and from D.C. and Northeast Corridor points. It 
would be quite a challenge to operate all trains through Main Street. 
 The reason that Broad Street Station -- now the Science Museum of Virginia -- was constructed nearly 20 years 
after Main Street Station is that the rail routes to, through, and around Richmond did not then favor routing all trains 
downtown. Nothing has since changed that would make it much easier. 
 It would be operationally difficult and costly to serve the downtown station with all trains in the foreseeable 
future. Of course, nothing is impossible, and if someone can find a huge stash of surplus public money, we could attempt 
to force all trains through there. 
 However, the additional delay penalty imposed upon Norfolk and North Carolina train schedules would likely 
render such an effort indefensible. The cost would be extraordinary, and other higher-yield Virginia rail projects -- 
projects that also benefit Richmond -- would suffer for want of financial resources. 
 Rail infrastructure development is expensive at best. Main Street Station's elevated tracks, platforms, and train 
shed are, in and of themselves, costly to maintain as they are. As for expansion, nobody builds anything in the air, if it 
can be constructed on the surface. 
 The single-track rail line south of Main Street, to Bellwood and Centralia, has far too many dangerous grade 
crossings, is currently used by slow-moving freight trains, and would require a major upgrade to make it suitable for all 
Amtrak trains. Even then, it would be inferior to the existing higher-speed, double-track, alternative rail route historically 
known as the Belt Line. 
 That is the route that must be used by the proposed new Norfolk train, if such a train is to operate within the 
next five years. There is no getting around it at present. Rail service requires high ridership to succeed. Richmond's 
parochial interest in the success of the D.C. route hinges on having more trains such as the one originating in Norfolk. It 
helps spread the cost of investment. 
 We must face facts, too long obscured, and concentrate on making Main Street Station, and its train service, the 
best they can be. Let's get on with that important task. 
 
Richard L. Beadles is a retired rail executive, a fellow at the Virginia Rail Policy Institute, and a member of the state Rail 
Advisory Board. Contact him at railva@wcrichmond.org. 
 

Richmond Times-Dispatch © Copyright 2009 Media General Communications Holdings, LLC. A Media General company. 

www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2010/june/27/ed-bead27-ar-231867/ 
Published:  June 27, 2010/home/news/opinion 
 
 
 
 

mailto:railva@wcrichmond.org
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Note:  The letter below was sent to the ODC Modelers by the President of the group, Alan Cox.  We are including this 
Letter in the Highball so Chapter members and others know what is going on at the museum with them.  The ODC Modelers would 
like to recruit additional people both inside and outside the Chapter to work on rebuilding and operating the new layout.  They 
are already finalizing plans and plan to start as soon as ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άIhέ ǎŎŀƭŜΦ  !ƭŀƴ /ƻȄ ƛǎ 
President and his telephone number is 804-271-8432.  His e-mail is fly43boy@aol.com. 
 

ODC Modelers 
The current Club, the ODC Modelers originally started about 30/35 years ago as part of the Richmond Freelance and Prototype Club 
(RF&P) working in the Science Museum of Virginia. The layout was HO Scale and eventually became a 30 X 36 foot layout with a 10 
track yard dividing the middle. When the SMV started on a renovation project, the room where the layout was located had to be 
cleared. At this same time, an opportunity opened up for the HO group to set the majority of the layout up as a Christmas display in 
the lobby of the James Center. The James Center also provided a work space for the total layout. After 5 years, the James Center 
needed the space so the club took up residence in an old warehouse on Church Hill. This lasted about 2 years at which time the 
layout was moved into a longtime vacant store in the Village Shopping Center. Two months later, this store was leased and the 
layout was placed in storage. About this time An ODC Member, Cliff Brady became a member of the Club. Some months later he 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ IŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /hippenham Square Shopping Center was available. The layout was setup there for 2 
months at which time this location was leased. A temporary storage location was found in the old Ames store in Chesterfield 
Meadows Shopping Center. Chesterfield County was approached about providing a permanent home for the Club and layout at the 
County Fairgrounds, but these plans fell through. At this point Cliff Brady talked with the ODC about a permanent home in the Hull 
Street Station. The idea was well received and the layout was moved into the Freight end of the station. Unfortunately Cliff passed 
away before he could see his dream come true.  It has been about 15 years since the Club has been associated with the ODC and 
over the years there have been several name changes to the current ODC Modelers.  There have been many members who have 
come and gone but the core group is still there and looking forward to making the Railroad Museum a success. At present the ODC 
Modelers are developing an operating model railroad exhibit that will depict typical Virginia railroading from Richmond to the West 
Virginia coal fields with a phase two project to eventually include Tidewater.  Utilizing the south wall of the freight room, this large 
model railroad will offer a museum quality operating exhibit while also providing an environment suitable for  model railroad  
enthusiasts.  Though generic in overall tone, the layout will offer glimpses of railroad operations from the days of steam to the most 
modern motive power. New members are always welcome. 

 

 
Another photo of inside Richmond Railroad Museum at June meeting  by Charles Curley 

 
 
 

mailto:fly43boy@aol.com
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Notes from Hallsboro Yard 
 

June 16, 2010 by Tom Hardesty 
 Randy Ridgley finished sealing the roof on Central of Georgia baggage RPO 494 on June 16.  The morning of the 19th he 
ground the loose rust off the roof and starting applying "Pentrol" to it until the rising sun got just too hot.  Once the "Pentrol" is 
completely applied he plans to apply a black asphalt coating to the roof to seal it up completely. 
 Randy has also filled in the holes along the sides of the car.  He had estimated about 4 cans of body compound and that's 
what it took.  He has also acquired the Pullman green that will eventually go on the sides and ends. 
 Both Randy and I got John DeMajo's beautiful new wood RPO section side door installed June 19 as well.  It opens and 
closes so much easier than all the old rotten doors on the car.  John did such a great job designing it, the door went on reasonably 
easily.  There are still a few more pieces of hardware to install on it but the car is secure. 
 Below is a "before" photo of the car showing its appearance as it was being cleaned out.  The goal is to get the car stable 
and water tight to preserve it. 
  

 
July 7, 2010 by Kevin Frick 
Today we had Tom Hardesty, Giles Scott, Randy Ridgley, Ned Krack and me show up for the track work session. We were able to 
spike and gauge 46 ties completing track work on tracks 1,3 and 4 through the switches and curves. This will allow us to operate the 
open house in September as soon as we get this area tamped. The HM-6 and trailer were used to move the necessary equipment 
and people back and forth to the job site. This is pretty good for a piece of equipment that is approximately 55 years old.  There is 
still plenty of work that needs to be completed before we can operate on the 11

th
.  Anyone willing to help is encouraged to come to 

Hallsboro any Saturday between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm. Thanks.  
July 7, 2010 by Tom Hardesty 
 In the past 3 weeks Randy Ridgley has worked wonders on Central of Georgia baggage-RPO 494.  He put new black paint on 
the roof and fresh Pullman green on one side and the ends.  The car looks great.  Thanks Randy! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

  
Our thanks to Marge Hardesty for sharing photos taken on May 15 Buckingham Branch Excursion with the Tom Mix Rangers in 

action.  Come join in the fun of the National Day of the Cowboy Train Trip, July 25. 
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A Report from National Convention by Nelson Burks 

June 23, 2010 
Yesterday was an interesting first day for the NRHS convention. Our train to Sunbury was scheduled to leave at 8 am, but they had 
an air problem and were late bringing the consist from Steamtown. We left around 9:15 and made it about three quarters of a mile 
before the second engine derailed on the south leg of the wye. They brought a Nickel Plate jeep down and pulled the cars back to 
Steamtown and said we would leave again at noon. About 10:30 they announced in Steamtown that the engine was rerailed and the 
train was ready to leave. We reboarded, but some people had gone to the mall or the hotel, so we had to wait until noon for them 
to return. We left at noon with our original Delaware and Hudson engines pushing the train up the north leg of the wye and then 
pulling the train south, sharing the line with some freights. On the way back, we smelled hot brakes on our car. They had to cut off 
the brakes on that car, but it was in the middle of the train, so that was no big problem. After a delay because the freight in front of 
us set off a hot box detector, we finally arrived back at the Radisson bout 9:20, vs. the scheduled 5:00. One other unusual event was 
a public marriage proposal on our car on the return trip. Judging by the kissing that followed, we assumed she said yes. 
 

    
June 24, 2010 
 Mr. Murphy is alive and well and attending the NRHS convention. We had an excursion to the Poconos today and when we 
boarded after a photo run by at Tobyhanna, we were told that a truck had hit a bridge near Scranton and they were inspecting it to 
decide whether a steam engine and nine cars could safely cross the bridge or whether we would need to be bused back. Fortunately 
they decided it was safe, so we crossed it very slowly, with several people watching closely. With a nine car train, I think it would 
have required at least 15 buses to carry everyone. Coming up with 15 buses on short notice would have been next to impossible. We 
got back at 7:10 instead of 4:30. 
June 26, 2010 
 The final convention excursion ran right on schedule today with no problems. At least we finished on a good note! 
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The World of Railroads by Jerry Grosshans 
Richmond Times- Dispatch The US Army is considering using train travel to move troops from Fort Lee to Fort AP Hill for 
training purposes, with the idea of moving 800-1100 soldiers per week between the two installations.  Plans are for Amtrak to 
operate the military shuttle service, with palns to acquire up to three locomotives and as many as twelve railcars from the Virginia 
Railway Expres for this service.  Fort Lee is near Hopewell and Petersburg and Fort APHill is in Caroline County with the closet city of 
magnitude being Fredericksburg.  VRE is selling older equipment, both cars and locomotives.  Initial plans are for this service to 
commence this fall, initially discharging the troops for AP Hill at the Milford Station, about three miles from the base.  By using rail 
for these movements, up to 4000 bus trips and 320 tractor trailer moves would be removed annually from Virginia roadways.  The 
Army plans to allow the State to use the equipment for natural disasters or emergencies, and it is believed this project would also be 
a recruiting tool.  If this plan is implemented, it would be the first time in roughly forty years that rail passenger equipment has been 
used by the military. 
Peach State Express Virginia Railway Express has added an express run from Fredericksburg to Washington that cuts 20 
minutes off of the old schedule. 
The Green Block  The Virginia Museum of Transportation in Roanoke has loaned out its C&O GP7 #5828 to the C&O 
Heritage Center in Clifton Forge for a period of five years.  As part of the process, the C&O Center will give the unit a new coat of 
paint to ready it for display.  The unit was moved via Norfolk Southern and the Buckingham Branch Railroads. 
The Green Block An ALCO RS01 roadswitcher is moving from the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania to the Transportation Museum 
at Fort Eustis.  This unit dates back to service in Iran during World War II.  It will require considerable restoration before it is 
displayed. 
Potomac Rail News The Georgetown Loop Railroad in Colorado has put into use a steam locomotive formerly used on the 
Hawaiian Island of Maui, hauling pineapples.  The railroad now uses two locomotives, one diesel, one steam. 
Gulf Coast Railroading {ŀŘ ƴŜǿǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ /ƘŜȅŜƴƴŜΣ ²¸ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƎ aŜƴέ όƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ 
Pacific steam program.  Engineer/Fireman Lynn Nystrom passed away May 5

th
 of a massive heart attack at the age of 69.  Nystrom, 

along with Steve Lee and Bob Kreiger,were the headend persons for all UP Steam movements.  While Doyle McCormick and Jack 
Wheelihan have helped out , this leaves only two UP persons steam qualified, and movements often lasted long enough to require 
two crews. 
Cinders  CSX has recalled roughly 1500 of its furloughed employees and has cut the number of locomotives in storage down 
to272 from over 700, as well as reducing the fleet of stored freight cars from 30,533 to 12, 321.  As an aside, I have seen four 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ /²слΩǎ ƛƴ Ŏƻŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ CŀƴǎƘŀǿ ȅŀǊŘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƛƎ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜd to 
service ranks. 
Interchange The Denver Post noted that a July 24 excursion from Denver to Cheyenne behind UP#844 was sold out in a record 
72 minutes. 
Midwest Rail Scene Report Canadian National has acquired 35 former UP/Northwestern C41-8 units.  While the units will be 
upgraded to tier II compliance, it was interesting to note that the first listed of the changes to these units was the addition of 
microwaves and refrigerators. 
 BNSF has taken delivery of 600 tones of Super Pearlite Type Three Rail from Japan.  This specially head treaded rail is 
expected to last up to 10% longer than any other such rail used in severe curves and gradients.  This is after the firm exported 4000 
tons of the rail to the Australian Rio Tinto iron ore lines. 
 The Surface Transportation Board has announced a public hearing for July 29 over a BNSF case with the Arkansas Electric 
Cooperative Corporation over the issue of coal dust dispersal and abatement. 
 In conjunction with aproject already underway to replace the swing span with a vertical lift span on the Burlington, IA  
bridge over the Mississippi, BNSF has announced that it is also going to replace seven approach spans on the bridge. 
 Plagued by continual loss of business, Montreal, Maine & Atlantic is pushing for one man crews and remote control 
operations. 
The Rail  The American Explorer, using the equipment of the defunct American Orient Express/Grandluxe tour train, will 
commence in 2011 to again offer high end rail trips of four, eight, and eleven days, according to present owner, Xanterra  Parks & 
Resorts (which also owns and operates the Grand Canyon Railway).  Cars are being standardized and upgraded in Denver. 
Northstar News  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ tƘƛƭ tŀƎŀƴƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ a9¢w!Σ ōǳǘ ƘŀŘ 
recently beeen under fire and placed on administrative leave.  Before he could go publicly fired and humiliated, he drove to the 
tracks, parked his car, and calmly walked in front of an oncoming  train, resulting in instant death.  Investigating the incident, it was 
found that he made a final mocking gesture at a9¢w!ΧΦƛƴ his pocket was found a copy of a manual on how to handle service 
disruptions due to a suicide. 
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Railfan &Railroad The Conway Scenic Railroad in New Hampshire has acquired two locomotives from Pan Am Railways, ex-
NS high nose GP35 and ex-MEC GP38.  These units, with dynamic brakes, will be used on trains through Crawford Notch.  Conways 
ǘǿƻ CtфΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǘǊŀƛƴǎΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ tŀƴ !Ƴ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 
 {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ aŜǘǊƻƭƛƴƪ commuter trains are putting into service new cab cars (57 out of a 117 car order) which new 
cars have a sloped front end resembling the GE P40 and P42 locomotives used by Amtrak and others. 
 Continuing to receive new GE ES44 units, BNSF is leasing 40 older {5тлa!/ǳƴƛǘǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άDǊƛƴǎǘŜƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴέ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΣ 
ǘƻ aŜȄƛŎƻΩǎ CŜǊǊƻƳŜȄΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ άǾƻƳƛǘ ōƻƴƴŜǘέ ŀ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ  ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ .b ŀƴŘ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜ ƳŜǊƎŜǊΦ 
Railpace and The Bull Sheet CSX has reclassified two more B40-+  units into B20-уΩǎΧΦǎǘƛƭƭ ƴƻ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎΣ 
power-wise. 
Trains  The latest on ex-Milwaukee 4-8-п ІнсмΧΦŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎŀƭŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǿŜǎǘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ ŦŜƭƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ {ǘŜǾŜ {ŀƴŘōŜǊƎΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
(formerly Friends of the 261, now believed to be under another name), bought the locomotive and are beginning  its overhaul.  Cash 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΣ {ŀƴŘōŜǊƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ  ά ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ LΦhΦ¦ΦΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊƘŀǳƭΦ  
 California Dept. of Transportation unveiled a specially painted and lettered  F59PHI locomotive celebrating 25 million riders 
ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ {ǳǊŦƭƛƴŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ άнр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǊƛŘŜǊǎέ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŀ quick 
trip back to the pain shop for the correction. 
 Construction in underway on two replica steam locomotives, a 22 ton 2-6-л ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ϧ ¢ǊǳŎƪŜŜΩǎ Ім  
ά[ȅƻƴέ ƛƴ aŀǎƻƴ /ƛǘȅΣ L! ŀƴŘ ŀ п-4-л ά¸ƻǊƪέ Іт ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ IŀƴƻǾŜǊ WǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΣ t!Σ ōŜƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭǘ 
in Elgin, Il. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Turntable by Jerry Grosshans  
 ²Ƙŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΣ ōƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΣ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΚ  bƻǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀǾŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎƻΗ  LǘΩǎ ŀ млл Ŧƻƻǘ нрл ǘƻƴ 
capacity turntable, built ōȅ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ /ǊŀƴŜΣ Ǉŀǎǘ ƻŦ CƻƭŜȅ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŀƴƻǾŜǊ !ƛǊ tŀǊƪΣ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ 
{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ȅŀǊŘ ōȅ /ǊŀƴŜƳŀǎǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ άǿƛŘŜ-ƭƻŀŘέ ǎƘƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƭŜŦǘ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀtion at 
!ǘƭŀƴǘŀΩǎ LƴƳŀƴ ¸ŀǊŘΦ   I had hoped ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ŦǊƻƳ CƻƭŜȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ƴƻ ŀǾŀƛƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘōŀƭƭΩǎ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜτso these specs 
will be in a future issue.  It is believed that nothing like this has been built in over 50 years.  The last turntable I can recall is a small 
one of unusual design installed at the Auto Train Lorton terminal several years ago.  At one time Richmond had at least 5 and now 
has none.  I believe a larger table is on CSX at Clifton Forge and several larger tables on NSτǘǿƻ ƛƴ wƻŀƴƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ [ŀƳōŜǊǘΩǎ 
Point. 
 This turntable is hydraulically powered; most large turntables were either air-ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅΧΦƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
ŘŀȅǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘǳǊƴǘŀōƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά!ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎέ ǘȅǇŜΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅΣ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ όƻǊ ƳƻǊŜύ ƳŜƴΣ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƻƭŜ ŀǘ each 
end of the table.  Note:  Top two photosðCharles Curley; Bottom three photosðKim Young.  Thanks. 

NS new turntable bridge loaded on flatbeds for shipment to Atlanta on June 22 in front of yard office at Richmond 
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THE RICHMOND-ASHLAND ELECTRIC INTERURBAN LINE:  WHAT REMAINS?  By Steve Tarrant 

 Quite a lot.  I keep running across substantial remnants, so I thought others might be interested. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ Wŀȅ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ϧ /ƘŜǎŀǇŜŀƪŜ .ŀȅ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 
Carƭǘƻƴ aŎYŜƴƴŜȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ мфус ōƻƻƪΣ άwŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΦέ 
 Most of its grade, and many of its major structures, remain intact, remarkably so for a line that went out of business and 
was torn up in 1938.  After all, it was built to high main line steam railroad standards, with straight lines, very gentle curves and 
grades, and substantial bridges and culverts.  My own field and map researches throughout Henrico and Hanover Counties, done for 
other purposes, have revealed this.  Anyone driving the various roads there can see these things.  This is a detailed guide. 
 ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΩǎ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ Dƭŀǎǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ умп ²Ŝǎǘ .ǊƻŀŘ {ǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ мфлт ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
date is prominent at the top of its recently-stripped Broad Street front.  The untŜǊǳǊōŀƴ ƭƛƴŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ όǊŜŀǊύ 
end of two tracks on the second floor, and the steel framework for the heavy interurban (and future main line railroad) cars is clearly 
visible in the rear workshop/storage area. 
 From here the line crossed Shockoe Valley on a single-track reinforced concrete viaduct, the last section of which was not 
removed until 1965, to the steel carbarn and maintenance shop adjacent to the west side of Brook Rd., and just south of School St.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ǾƛŀŘǳŎǘΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŜƴŘ concrete abutment remains, just north of Sledd St.  So does the entire steel carbarn.  That has been 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ǎǘŜŜƭ ǎƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƻŦƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ά/ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜ Steel 
мфлтέ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊs, overhead car maintenance hoists and pair of concrete-floor-embedded service tracks lovingly preserved 
by its present owner. 
 North of the carbarn the main line, which passed the carbarn on its west side, entered Brook Road, just north of School St., 
and ran on Brook Rd., to Westbrook Ave., where it swung off to the northwest on private right-of-way across what was to become 
Azalea Mall. 
Lǘ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 5ǳƳōŀǊǘƻƴ !ǾŜΦ όǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǘƘŜƴύ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ L-95 now crosses under Dumbarton.  From here on 
the tall steel pylons of a Virginia Power main transmission ƭƛƴŜ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘōŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊ ǘƻ Wŀȅ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ϧ tƻǿŜǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǳǊōŀƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ-of-way being also the location of the power line. 
 The roadbed runs on a dead-straight sidehill cut-and-fill grade along the back (west) side of Brook Run Shopping Center, 
crosses 
Upham Brook, on a higher elevation than does Brook Rd., on a fill over a large single-span concrete arch culvert.  It then crosses 
Hilliard Rd., a couple of blocks west of Brook Rd., and onto and across the east end of Belmont Golf Course, crosses Lakeside Avenue  
between Landsworth and Fairway Avenues, and runs in a shallow cut along the back (west) side of St. JosepƘΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΦ  CǊƻƳ 
where the railroad bed crosses Parham Rd. at Villa Park Drive, looking south one can see an angular original concrete overbridge still 
spanning this interurban railroad for which so much was hoped and planned and so little realized. 
 North of Parham Rd., the roadbed crosses Hungary Rd., and runs between the two halves of Cleveland St. for a couple of 
blocks to their end.  There is a very gentle lefthand curve beginning here.  Our next view of the roadbed is where it crosses Mountain 
Rd., at a shallow angle immediately south of Virginia Ave. (dirt-paved Trolley Lane crosses the roadbed a block or so south of here).  
By now the line is running on an arrow-straight north-northwest line which it will continue into Hanover County to a bit north of 
Cedar Lane. 
 Having crossed Mountain Rd., the line runs alongside Longdale Ave. and then between Longdale and Washington Rd., 
crosses the line of I-295, a long block north of Davis Ave., then runs alongside Highview Ave., and crosses Francis Rd., about a block 
east of Greenwood Rd.  Still on a straight line, it crosses Rebel Rd. and Greenwood Glen Drive just west of Hunton Station Ct. 
 Our next glimps of it is almost at the end of Winfrey Rd. where the line emerges from a cut to the south, heads onto a fill, 
and crosses the Chickahominy River into Hanover County.  The concrete abutments and piers for this three-span steel deck girder 
bridge are still there. 
 In Hanover Count the old roadbed continues north still on a straight line through woods and fields until it begins a long, 
very gentle righthand curve at about Oak Lawn Lane north of where it crosses Cedar Lane about 300 feet east of Old Washington 
Highway just east of Elmont. 
 Between Cear Lane and Oak Lawn Lane the line passes immediatley west of the residential properties on Caruthers Way.  It 
crosses Cobbs Rd. 0.275 miles east of Elmont Rd., loses its major power line identity here as that line heads northeast up Cobbs Rd., 
and finally straightens out in the woods a mile and a half or so south of Gwathmey Church Rd.  At this point the line is 0.2 miles east 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wCϧt Ƴŀƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ά!ǎƘƭŀƴŘ ¢ǊƻƭƭŜȅέ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ǇŀǊƪΦ 
 This continues north to the bend in Maple St., which the line follows north to its end at about Robinson St. in Ashland.  It 
never went any farther. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
More photos of the Turntable.  Photos by Kim Young.  Thanks, Kim for sharing. 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


