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ODC CHAPTER MAY 17 ASHLAND BBQ PICNIC 

  

Location:    Ashland Virginia Train Station 
Time:         MONDAY, MAY 17, 2010, 5:00 PM 
Program:   Smokey Pig Catered BBQ & Watch Trains 
RSVP:        May 10 in the hands of the Todds (see insert) 
Price:        $8.00 each (make checks out to ODC NRHS) 
 Please make your reservation now with the enclosed form for ODC's favorite annual Smokey Pig BBQ at 
the Ashland train station. Remember that it's back to the third MONDAY. Make checks out to ODC NRHS and 
have them into the hands of the Todds by no later than May 10. The cost is the same as the last few years: 
$8.00 each. And, don't forget to have some folding chairs in your car trunk in case you cannot find your 
favorite bench to sit on. MAIL TODAY.  DON'T BE LATE. 
 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED—RAILROAD DAY, MAY 22, 2010  By Tom Hardesty 

  We can still use volunteers for Dillwyn Railroad Day and our James River Rambler excursion train on 
May 22, 2010.  Tim Moriarty provided a correction on the history one of the displays, locomotive the General.  
While it was at the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) depot just south of Richmond, VA by 1996, it apparently 
had arrived much earlier. 
 He checked with Ken Ardinger, who has one of the most complete locomotive databases anywhere, 
and he wrote that "USA 4004 was at Mobile, AL 4/78 then to GSA Bellwood, VA by 6/78; from there to DLA."  
This information shows that the locomotive was spotted at the base on the south side of Richmond by June 
1978.  However, it just means that someone spotted it there on that occasion, not that it actually arrived then. 
 To join in on the fun on the train, just contact one of the appropriate Trip Committee Chairs on the 
back of your Highball.  If you would like to participate in Railroad Day, just contact Tom Hardesty at 
TRHardesty@aol.com or (757) 591-2910. 

 
 

JUNE 21 ODC CHAPTER OPEN HOUSE 
 ODC will have an "Open House" inspection & slide show at the renovated Hull Street Depot on 

Monday, June 21, 2010 at 7:00 PM. This is for ODC members & members' guests only. The Museum is not 
open to the public yet and will not be so until an official notice sometime this summer. 

 

mailto:TRHardesty@aol.com
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RICHMOND RAILROAD MUSEUM UPDATE  By Bill Todd 

 Prior to publication of the May HIGHBALL, our last Museum review session took place on April 29. At that time the Hull 
Street Depot renovation was approximately 65% complete. Installation of the beadboard ceiling in the freight room was 95% 
complete; HVAC installation was 60% installed; masonry openings for louvers were done; insulation and closing of interior walls was 
about finished. Ceiling work is still not finished, and some electrical work remains. By mid May all drywall should be finished; some 
painting started; work on doors and windows started; and HVAC almost ready for start up. 
 A couple of big items still under consideration involve the handicap ramp between the baggage car and back door to the 
freight room. The ODC is working on how to reduce the cost of this project. Also, ODC will have to replace the cobblestones taken up 
earlier in the parking lot in order to save money. The next review session is on May 13. 
 ODC Modelers have transferred their bench work from the warehouse a few blocks away (had to be vacated by May 1) into 
a steamship container in the museum parking lot. This is in anticipation of gaining access to the freight room this summer. 
 ODC received approval from Village Bank in April for a $200,000.00 one year construction loan for the purpose of paying its 
bills more promptly.  A memorandum of terms is now under review at the time of this submission (May 1) to the "Highball" and due 
back to the bank by May 12. As of this writing ODC owes the general contractor for one new payment and to the architect for four 
months payments. Two reimbursements from Richmond have been approved by them but not received by ODC, which will be 
enough to pay the GC and part of the architect's fees. 
 The original completion date was pegged at April 1, but the two months delay by Richmond in our electrical permit and 
inspections has pushed back the completion until late June. ODC plans to meet with both VDOT and Richmond in early May to 
review all financial details. 
 In the past, the ODC BOD considered naming the newly renovated depot Richmond Railroad Museum (which is on the 
baggage car now) with sub-letters Old Dominion Chapter NRHS. The purpose concerned advertising and signage to more specifically 
connect the public to our location and purpose of our efforts. 
 

NEW HIGHBALL DEADLINE AND E-MAIL OF HIGHBALL 
 The deadline for the Highball articles has reverted to our old schedule of the first Monday of the month. 
Please have all info to the editor so it can be included in that ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ. 
  The listing of members changing to receiving the issue by e-mail continues to grow.  How about joining the group?  A huge 
plus-- it will be delivered on time, plus the photos will all be in color, and the biggest change it will save the chapter a lot of money 
ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ  {ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ǎo.  You can also go to the website, 
www.odcnrhs.org and see the current and past issues.  Check it out. 

 

BLAST FROM THE PAST by Bill Todd 
 "A Name Like A Cocktail." So said Gil Reid in his famous painting of the Seaboard Air Line Railroad's Orange Blossom Special 
with a SAL 4-8-2 steam engine highballing southbound with an all heavyweight Pullman consist. Here is an announcement for the 
train from SAL's timetable dated September 30, 1951: 

"ANNOUNCING THE SMART, NEWLY-STYLED ORANGE BLOSSOM SPECIALέ 
 "Completely refurbished with a modern maroon and grey exterior and complementary interior color tones, this luxurious 
train is proudly offered to discriminating travelers who seek the utmost in dependable rail transportation. Many mechanical 
refinements have been employed to insure a smoother, more comfortable journey. A wide variety of Pullman accommodations are 
available--drawing rooms, compartments, bedrooms for double or single occupancy; roomettes and berths. Buffet lounge and dining 
cars complete the commodious atmosphere so apparent throughout the train. 
 "Plan ahead--plan now to make your Winter trips aboard the smart, newly-styled Orange Blossom Special. First departure 
from New York, December 13th; from Boston, December 14th; from Miami, December 15th. 

"The Route of Courteous Service" 
 If you or your parents wanted to board this train in Richmond back then, you could have caught it at Main Street Station at 
8:38 PM so long as you were destined for points beyond Savannah. Its entire consist of 11 Pullmans (two with lounges) and two 
dining cars were all destined for arrival in Miami at 3:10 PM the following day. No coaches! 

 

PETERSBURG - RICHMOND STREETCAR SHED by Bill Todd 
 ODC member, Preston Harrison, whose father drove streetcars on the Petersburg to Richmond (Manchester) route, has 
reported that the stop #20 shelter at Bensley  has been restored and is a very nice place to visit. It's in the Falling Creek 
neighborhood, on Highway 1-301 (below Chippenham Pkwy.) and painted purple and tan. For more detailed driving instructions, 
please see and talk to Preston at the Ashland BBQ this month. 
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C&O HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING IN RICHMOND by Bill Todd 
  On April 27 ODC members Nelson Burks and Bill Todd (Bob Timmins was not available then), plus one- time member, Bill 
Michie, met with Rick Tabb from the C&O Rwy. H/S in the ODC caboose to discuss what ODC could do to assist them in planning 
their annual meeting in Richmond on August 4-8. Tours and a train trip are possibilities. Stay tuned for more details. 

 

HALLSBORO REPORT e-mail notes from Kevin Frick 
Saturday, May 1  Steve Harrison was able to make a tool that turned the engine over in the Davenport. This lets us know 
the engine is still in operable shape and we are doing the small things necessary to get it ready for starting. We also placed more 
stone on track 4 so Randy Ridgley can continue preparing the track to be spiked down. Bob Stevens and Win Goodier attempted to 
use Win' GPS system to plot the property line between the ODC and Deerfield Farm. The canopy of trees prevented this from 
happening so we wil probably need a surveyor to do this. The steam dome was placed back onto the 0-6-0 in preparation of the 
upcoming boiler inspection. The cut off poles of the shed on the south side of track three were pulled up utilizing the crane(Bertha). 
things are going along at Hallsboro and we invite any chapter member or guest, that would like to come out and help to do so. 
Thanks Kevin Frick 

 

Archives Committee Schedule by Calvin Boles 
 The Archives Committee will meet on 13 and 27 May at 3600 W. Broad St. Sessions begin at 1900 hrs. We will continue to 
catalogue the collection, update the inventory data base, and scan the photographic collection. 

  The ODC Board will meet at the Archives facility for their monthly meeting on 10 May 

 

National Director’s Report by Nelson Burks 
 The NRHS Board of Directors meeting was held in Huntington, WV on April 10, 2010. Following is a summary from that 
meeting.  
 There was considerable discussion about the convention committee. The chair of the committee has been relieved of his 
duties. Three other members have resigned from the committee. John Fiorella and Joe Williams will provide support and 
coordination for the 2010 convention. John Goodman will handle operations for the 2010 convention,  Bob Bitzer will continue to 
handle arrangements for Board of Directors meetings and for business meetings at the conventions. All these people will report to 
the President. As specified in the bylaws, a Special Master will be appointed investigate the convention committee situation and 
report the facts to the Board of Directors at the next meeting.  

 

SPRING EXCURSIONS-- James River Rambler – May 8, 15 & 22, 2010 
 

THE WORLD OF RAILROADS  by Jerry Grosshans 
 

 Midwest Rail Scene Report The famed Angelôs flight funicular railway in Los Angeles has reopened, nine years after 
a fatal accident forced and extensive and time consuming overhaul of the line. 
 The two RP20BD Genset locomotives built for Virginia International Terminals will become Norfolk Southern units 
102 and 103 instead of NITX 1706 and 1707. 
 BNSF has been rounding up select SD39-2 units for conversion into 3SG21C Genset units by NRE.  At least one 
old SD40 is also slated to be converted into a Genset unit.  Prior to their dispatch to NRE, some of the units had their 
trucks swapped. 
Gondola Gazette Students in West Virginia who have served in food service on The New River Train have been 
recipients of 36 scholarships awarded by the American Culinary Federationôs West Virginia Chapter. 
The Transfer Table An interesting investigation in New York state has concluded that virtually all Long Island Railroad 
retirees applied for and received disability payments soon after retiring.  Out of this came but one criminal charge, which 
was dropped.  Records indicated that LIRR retirees received disability payments at over 12 times more than other 
railroads.  That 64 or 66 claims were approved and that most of the claims were handled by one of only three doctors.  
The collective costs of this situation ranges into the millions. 
Narp News The new mid-day Raleigh-Charlotte service (Amtrak 74 and 75) will start on June 5, using refurbished 
equipment similar to what is used on the current Piedmont (Amtrak 73 and 76). 
High Iron The B&O Museum in Baltimore has unveiled the restored Thatcher Perkins locomotive damaged in the 
2003 roof collapse.  The engine is now under its original number of 147. 
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The Rail After bureaucratic red tape stalled the bidding process on the fire damaged at the Virginian Station in 
Roanoke last fall, new bids will be asked for in May, for both station work and environmental concerns.  The station had 
been donated to the Roanoke Chapter, NRHS by Norfolk Southern.  The chapter says it has over $500,000 in funds for 
the buildingôs renovation.  After completion, the chapter intends to rent out most of the building, keeping space for 
exhibits. 
Interchange Union Pacific, BNSF, Norfolk Southern and CSX have asked coal shippers to take steps to reduce coal 
dust generated in transit, as the accumulated dust forms a concrete-like mess in the ballast as well as dust problems in 
the air.  BNSF was the first to come forth with the problem and planned to set limits, but coal shippers have asked the US 
Transportation Board to intervene. 
The Shortline The Warren Buffettôs purchase of BNSF, taking that railroad private; its place on the Dow Jones has been 
taken by Kansas City Southern. 
Potomac Rail News A divided Accomack County (VA) has voted 5-4 to take on a loan which would partially repair the 
carfloat Nandua which is operated by the Bay Coast Railroad through the counties of Accomack and Northampton on 
Virginiaôs eastern shore.  The line has value as a ñhigh-wideò corridor. 
Shenandoah Valley Express China has offered its expertise and technology to California for the building and operation 
of high speed rail. 
Blue Ridge Dispatcher  Rumors abound that the Virginia Department of Transportation intends to permanently 
close the sidewalk over the Roanoke (Staunton) River which is part of the business route of US 29 in Altavista.  This 
seems strange, as I always thought that all bridges on public roads must have a sidewalk or other means of pedestrian 
usage. 
The Green Block General Electric plans to build a storage battery manufacturing facility in Schenectady, NY which 
would employ up to 350 persons.  Part of the facility is to be used for hybrid locomotive development.  Mean-while, EMD 
is going to erect a shop in San Luis Potosi, Mexico to rebuild locomotive traction motors for North American customers. 
Virginians for High Speed Rail bulletin  Further figures are in and it appears that the new trains from and to 
Lynchburg are performing even better than planned, reaching 73% of the ridership goal and 77% of the revenue goal 
(each annually) during the first four-months of operation. 
Tarheel Telegrapher Amtrak has launched a Twitter Page (@ Amtrak on Twitter) to help keep passengers and the 
public better informed. 
Cinders Apparently, there is only one photo service, now, which handles Kodachrome filmsðit being Dwayneôs 
Photo Service in Parsons, KS, which can be reached toll-free at 1-800-522-3940. 
The Green Block Union Pacific has renumbered a new ES44AC (C45AC in UP terminology) to 2010, decorating it 
with various Boy Scout graphics.  The unit is in the traditional UP colors.  UP has long supported scouting and the Mid-
American Scout Councils patch for the 2010 Jamboree features different UP locomotives covering a period of more than 
100 years. 
Railfan & Railroad Norfolk Southern has been testing its PR43C units from Progress Rail on the Roanoke-Winston 
Salem line.  After testing these units, NS will then test a smaller rebuilt EMD unit and its matching slug, courtesy of 
Kansas City Southern. 
Trains When most roads have gotten rid of the troublesome EMD SD50ôs, CSX is rebuilding some into a SD50-3 with 
some new parts and reduced power output of 3100 hp. 
 Michigan Ore hauler Lake Superior & Ishpeming testing eight leased AC4400CW locomotives with the idea of 
replacing its elderly GE units of Burlington Northern heritage. 
 Modesto & Empire Traction in California, which was the last bastion of little GE 70 ton locomotives has converted 
completely to Gen-set units. 
Richmond Times Dispatch listed its top 50 Richmond area employers in its April 26

th
 issue.  Missing from the top 50 

(500 or more local employees) is CSX which dropped from 572 to 483, as of this year. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 As an avid reader, I get numerous periodicals and publications; in a newspaper called Farm Show, there is an 
interesting article about a farmer, Darril Clark in Oregon, who acquired, transported and refurbished an old caboose into a 
rather luxurious guest house.  One of the interesting things about this paper is the willingness to assist others with the 
same ideas or problems.  So, if anyone reading this is interested in moving and refurbishing a caboose, please feel free to 
contact Darril Clark, Farm Show follow-up, 51995 Connie Lane, SW, Scappose, OR; or call 503-543-7628. 
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 I have a fair number of books concerning the various aspects of railroading; but I recently came across one that I 
would believe belongs in everyoneôs library, a book by Karen Parker titled, HOW A STEAM LOCOMOTIVE WORKS.  At 
96 pages, it does a good job of covering the essentials, without being too brief (and leaving questions) or too long which is 
boring.  Ms Parker seems to be very knowledgeable and covers the simple things which most railfans know about, and 
others items which one may know little or nothing about.  If for no other reason, I would recommend this book for the 
several pages it devotes to poppet valves; something I have never seen explained in any other book or any of the 
railroad/railfan publications, which mostly say that poppets are like valves in internal combustion (yes and no).  Ms Parker 
illustrates both types.  Other appliances and devices such as stokers, feedwater heaters, oil burners, and injectors are 
also accurately and concisely explained.  This book is from TLC Publishing and can be acquired from them; some copies 
will be at our museum bookstore when it reopens. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 Poppet valves, with so little ñout thereò on these devices, I will try to explain them briefly.  In the 1930ôs the 
Franklin Railway Supply Company (a subsidiary of Lima) began trying to adapt the European Dabag valve system to 
American use and practice.  While somewhat like the valves of an internal combustion engine, locomotive poppet valves 
not only allow steam to flow around the valve, but due to the construction of the valve, steam also goes through it.  There 
are two types of poppet valves; Franklin A (or oscillating cam) and the Franklin B (rotary cam). 
In type A there is a rod, which takes action from the crosshead and transfers movement to a gearbox on the centerline of 
the locomotive, between the cylinders; from which box the oscillating (back and forth) motion is transferred to the valves, 
which are above the actual cylinder.  The gearbox adjusts valve timing and steam usage.   
This was a complicated and expensive system; however, its efficiency, so the type B was introduced.  This takes rotary 
motion by means of two 90 degree gearsets, from a driving axle to a rotary cam located above the cyclinder, between the 
valves.  The rotary motion is transferred from the driver to the cylinder location by means of a long rotating shaft, 
resembling a farm implement power take-off system or a drive shaft in an automobile, having at least one universal joint.  
Valve timing is adjusted by in and out positioning of the rotary cam which, in fact, is similar to the camshaft in an internal 
combustion engine.  In usage, Pennsylvania had the most poppet valve locomotives, also the most problems; most, of 
which, were not the fault of the valves.  Santa Fe had a 3700 series 4-8-4, with each of the two types.  New York Central 
had a single type A on a Niagara 4-8-4 (#5500).  Missouri Pacific had a 4-6-4 which performed more like a 4-8-4 with the 
A type.  Late steam era railfans in Virginia were treated to both types of poppets on C&O 4-6-4 Hudsons (I believe they 
were called that) used in passenger service through Richmond.  While it has been over 50 years since I was stationed at 
Fort Eustis, I recall an Army 2-8-0 with the type B poppets.  I believe it was numbered 3308.  Portions of this GI 
locomotive, including the valve gear rest at the Tennessee Valley Railway Museum.  A C&O Hudson with type A valves is 
at the B&O Museum in Baltimore.  I do not believe any other poppet valve locomotives or even parts of them exist, but I 
could be wrong on this. 
 No less authority than Steve Lee of Union Pacific, when asked about any improvements that could have been 
made to the UP steamers, said ñpoppet valves.ò  The big advantage of poppets was increased steam flow and 
independent intake and exhaust actions, especially important at high speeds under loads. 
 Most of the above was taken from Ms Parkerôs book. 
 

 
RECENT DEATHS OF FAMILY ODC MEMBERS 

 Our sympathy is extended to two ODC members: 
David Yates in the passing of his father 
Andy Gregory in the death of his wife 

We are so sorry to hear the news and our thoughts and prayers are with both David and Andy. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

OLD DOMINION CHAPTER--ASHLAND BARBECUE 

MONDAY, MAY 17, 2010, At the Ashland Depot 

Supper at 5:30 pm; bring chairs 

Cost--$8.00 per person 

RSVP deadline ïMay 10, 2010 

 
Registration form for May Ashland BBQ 

Make checks payable to ODC NRHS 
NOTE: PLEASE FILL OUT THE RESERVATION AND MAIL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO: 

Bill and Peggy Todd 
7316 Beulah Church Road 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

Phone—804-746-5735 

 
 

 
 
 
 



The Highball 
Old Dominion Chapter 
National Railway Historical Society 
P. O. Box 8583 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

                                                                                                                                 First Class Mail  

Important Dates to Remember 
SaturdaysðChapter Work Session (call to verify), Hallsboro Yard 
Old Dominion Railway Museum closed for renovation  
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Old Dominion Chapter National Railway Historical Society 
 The HIGHBALL is published monthly by the Old Dominion Chapter, National Railway Historical Society.  The ODC is a non-profit historical and educational organization 
dedicated to preserving our valuable railroad heritage and promoting interest in contemporary railroad operations.  Opinions expressed in the HIGHBALL 
Are those of the editor and contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Chapter or  NRHS.   The Chapter mailing address for Correspondence, Exchange Publications, and 
Notification of Mailing Address Change is:  Old Dominion Chapter, NRHS,   P. O. Box 8583, Richmond, VA 23226.  Postal regulations do not allow third class mail to be forwarded.  Notify 
the ODC by mail (do not phone) if your address has changed.  The Chapter telephone number is (804) 231-4324.  The recorder is checked regularly and calls are returned promptly.  
HIGHBALL contributors, please note:  Material for publication should be sent to arrive no later than the first Monday of the publication month.  Mail HIGHBALL material to HIGHBALL 
editor, 2326 Penrose Drive, Richmond, VA 23235 or e-mailðgomama1@verizon.net.   CHAPTER WEBSITE:   www.odcnrhs.org. 

Old Dominion Chapter Officers 
 PresidentðKevin Frick; 1st Vice PresidentðWin Goodier; 2nd Vice PresidentðRandy Ridgley; TreasurerðNed Krack; Assistant TreasurerðGiles Scott; SecretaryðNelson 
Burks; National DirectorðNelson Burks; Chapter Board of DirectorsðNelson Burks, Sue Rasmussen, Marsha Cox, Randy Ridgley, Bob Dickinson, Steve Harrison. 
 

Committee Chairs and Project Leaders  

 
 Hallsboro Storage and Maintenance Yard    Meeting Programs 
 Planning Comm. Bob Dickinson    Chair  Bill Todd   
   Giles Scott   
 Davenport Rest. Kevin Frick     Membership 
 Coach Restoration Bob Dickinson    Chair  Nelson Burks  
 Steam Program Kevin Frick     Name Badges Sam Watkins  
 Car 71 Restoration Giles Scott     Mail Distribution Charles Curley III  
 Commissary Car   
 Yard Master  Bob Dickinson    Trip Committee 
        Chair  Marsha Cox   
 Old Dominion Railway Museum  233-6237   Ticket Sales  Sam Williamson  
 Proj. Manager      Food Service Sam Watkins  
 Proj. Comm. Co-Chairs Bob Dickinson    Souvenir Sales Ned Krack    
 Bob Stevens    Advertising  Giles Scott  320-1469 
   Giles Scott     Mechanical  Bob Dickinson  
 Hospitality Director Linda Nelon     Conductor  Giles Scott   
 Gift Shop Manager       
        History Committee 
        Rail Historian Brandon Martin  
 Highball Staff      Oral Historian Roland Rackett  
 Editor   Betty Staples    Chapter Historian Tom Hardesty          
 Contributor  Jerry Grosshans    Archives Chairman Calvin Boles 
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