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Graffiti on Caboose at Hull Street Museum.  Bob Dickinson has repainted the Caboose, so no graffiti is present now. 

Photo—Bob Dickinson;  see story in newsletter by Ned Krack. 

 

 

OLD DOMINION CHAPTER AUGUST MEETING 
  

Broad Street Station (Science Museum of Virginia) 
Tuesday, August 18, 2009, 7:30 pm 

Program: "Narrow Gauge Fever."  A slide and video show on the Cumbres & Toltec & the Durango & Silverton RR narrow 
gauge lines in Colorado & New Mexico. Lots of steam. A summer vacation trip without traveling too far from home. Door 
prizes too. So, come on out & bring a friend. See you there. 
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Incident ReportτAugust 1, 2009 
By Ned Krack 

 On the night of Thursday, July 30 ςmorning of Friday, July 31, 2009, graffiti was sprayed painted on the SBD caboose 
Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ h5/Ωǎ Iǳƭƭ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŘŜǇƻǘΦ  Lǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōƻƻǎŜΦ 
 The graffiti was discovered on the evening of July 31, 2009 by Jerry Grosshans.  After contacting ODC president Bill 
Todd, a police report was filed by Jerry.  He also spoke to a neighbor who indicated that the graffiti was not there early 
Thursday evening, but was there on Friday morning.  In addition to Bill, other people contacted were Bob Dickinson and Ned 
Krack. 
 On the afternoon of Saturday August 1, Bob Dickinson, Ned Krack, and Jack Newsom made an inspection of the 
fence line.  No sign of forced entry was found.  However, given the low height of the fence, it would be fairly easy for 
someone to scale, especially with a couple of ladders. 
 That same afternoon, after a concentrated effort to remove the graffiti that was unsuccessful, Bob painted over the 
graffiti and attemped to scrape paint from the windows.  The caboose on the parking lot size has gray paint, but the windows 
are still stained as of this time. 
 Consideration will be made for improving the fence, gates and lighting conditions for security purposes, especially 
given the forthcoming renovation of the depot this year. 
 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming Train Shows 
 

The Old Dominion Chapter will have tables at the following shows: 

¶ Ashland Railroad Days - Saturday, November 14th from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM  

¶ Greenberg Train Sow at Richmond International Raceway Complex - Saturday, December 19th and Sunday, 
December 20th from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM both days. 

Help will be needed to man the tables and for setup / teardown. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Ned 

Krack at 804-239-4067 or nedrdgfan@msn.com.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FUTURE PROGRAMS 
 

Tuesday, September 15 "Minnesota Trains-Second Section." A continuation of the April program that was cut short due to 
ODC business affairs. A special mystery guest surprise appearance too! 
  
Tuesday, October 20 "Passenger Train News Update in Virginia." Guest speaker TBA. 
  
Tuesday, November 17 "Annual Meeting & Elections." We expect ballots to be mailed out in advance. Look for nominations 
in the October "Highball." Program TBA 
  
Tuesday, December 15 "Christmas Party & Year-End Photo Review." ODC member Jeff Hawkins will present a digital show 
on his 2009 photo activities. He will also have a book published by year-end on Railroads Around Richmond. Look for an 
announcement next month. Lots of Christmas cheer! 
 

mailto:nedrdgfan@msn.com
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ODC ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 
The Archives Committee will meet at 3600 W. Broad St. on 6 Aug and 20 Aug at 1900 hrs. 

 

HULL STREET DEPOT RENOVATION UPDATE 
 ODC signed a contract with Spacemakers, Inc. of Norfolk on July 31. The general contractor will apply for a building 
permit forthwith from Richmond, and a pre-construction meeting will take place soon. They will fence off part of the museum 
parking lot for their equipment and material so it is likely that the museum baggage car tours will be annulled for the 
remainder of the year due to safety reasons once they commence work. The caboose will be open, however, for excursion 
train ticket sales starting on 9/5/09. 
 We expect the renovation will take six to nine months. Additional funding from VDOT may be requested by year-end 
for interior work not now included plus exhibits. ODC needs access to the additional track(s) outside our fence along First 
Street and the movement and exhibition of some of our passenger cars to there from Hallsboro Yard. Negotiations with 
Richmond for some of this will be important. 
 ODC Modelers moved their remaining bench work out of the freight side of the depot on July 26 with the assistance 
of Preston Harrison, the depot renovation project manager, who arranged for a truck. The modules have been stored in a 
warehouse a couple of blocks away as a result of Preston's influence with its landlord. 
 Due to a break-in to our parking lot on July 30 with damage done to our caboose (graffiti), additional security 
options are under consideration. See Incident Report above. 
 

ODC BOARD MEETINGS 
 The next regularly scheduled 2009 ODC board meetings will take place on September 14 and November 9, plus a 
short annual meeting on November 17, as usual. In addition, a special electronic board meeting may be held in August to 
discuss the renovation project, if necessary.  

 
 

FAMILY MATTERS 
 We would like to extend our sympathy to ODC long time member, Sam Williamson, who lost one of his sons, 
Kenneth Williamson, 41, on July 29 after a very short illness. Notices were made in the "Richmond Times Dispatch" on August 
1 & 2. Since Kenneth was a railfan, like his dad, the family requested that in lieu of flowers donations should be made to 
ODC's depot renovation project. In a very impressive service on August 3 at Messiah Lutheran Church in Mechanicsville, the 
following poem was presented on the back page of the program: 

  

Travel 
by Edna St. Vincent Millay 

 
The railroad track is miles away, 

And the day is loud with voices speaking, 
Yet there isn't a train goes by all day 

But I hear its whistle shrieking. 
 

All night there isn't a train goes by, 
Though the night is still for sleep and dreaming, 

But I see its cinders red on the sky, 
And hear its engine steaming. 

 
My heart is warm with friends I make, 
And better friends I'll not be knowing, 
Yet there isn't a train I'd rather take, 

No matter where it's going. 
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FIELD DAYS OF THE PAST 
 ODC will again assist hosting the PULLMAN Mt. Foraker in Goochland County's annual "Field Days of the Past" on 
September 18-19-20. We will have morning and afternoon shifts each day with three volunteers needed for each shift. Steve 
Tarrant is our Pullman conductor in charge, and his telephone no. is 233-2192. This represents a great educational 
opportunity to meet thousands of people and talk about both ODC and trains. We need assistance. Please give Steve a call if 
you can help. The event's web page is www.fielddayofthepast.net 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 Train travelers should remember that last minute cancellations of reserved Pullman space has been reduced by 2/3's 
by the Pullman Company. This requires full payment for a sleeping car ticket that will not be refunded unless the space is 
released by the passenger not later than the day preceding departure. Up to now too much Pullman space was released so 
close to train departure that it could not be resold. This new regulation will fix this up (paraphrased from "Railroad Magazine" 
issue dated December 1946). 
 

VIRGINIA SUBMITS APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL RAIL FUNDS 
 

On July 10 Virginia submitted a request for passenger train project Federal funds along the following lines in very summary 
form: 
    *RF&P Arkendale to Powell's Creek:  $72 million for 11 miles of third track. 
    *RF&P-SCL:  $1.57 billion for tracks, signals, stations and yards between DC & Petersburg. 
    *Richmond to Hampton Roads:  $330-844 million for track & signals, depending on route chosen. 
  
We will attempt to have a speaker at our October chapter meeting to clarify all of this. Stay tuned. 

  

ODC EXCURSION TRAIN TRIPS 
 ODC's July 25 excursion train extra for the Buckingham County Chamber of Commerce proved an outstanding 
success. Lots of fun by passengers and many thanks go to Marsha Cox, Chairlady, who worked hard to pull this together, plus 
all of the ODC volunteers who assisted that day. 
 The October & December brochures for the upcoming excursions are printed and available. "The Autumn Leaf 
Rambler" will run on October 10, 17 & 24 at 9:30 am & 1:30 pm from Dillwyn in the Heart of Central Virginia. Ticket prices are 
$25 for adults & $12 for children 2-12 (under two not occupying a seat ride free). 
 The Santa trains will operate on December 5 & 12 with six short runs each day at 9:30, 10:30 11:30 am and 1:00, 
2:00 & 3:00 pm. All Santa train tickets are $18.00 (under two not occupying a seat ride for free). Keith Crump, ticket agent, 
reports that as of August 1st one Santa trip is already sold out, and another is almost so. 
 ODC members should mark their calendars now for ticket sales help (begins 9/5/09) and volunteer coach assistants, 
parking lot help and equipment maintenance, etc. These trains represent a very important part of ODC's annual program and 
income stream each year. 
 

Photos by Marge Hardesty from Cowboys Days, July 25, 2009 Dillwyn 

 

 
 
 

http://www.fielddayofthepast.net/
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HALLSBORO REPORT 
July 4, 2009τTom Hardesty 
 In keeping with railroad tradition (the first stone of the Baltimore and Ohio was laid on July 4, 1828), a small 
contingent of ODC members were working at Hallsboro July 4.  Randy Ridgley has started giving Southern 12-1 Pullman 
McGirth, the chapter's second car acquired, a new coat of Pullman green paint.  The 1/3 of a side he has finished so far looks 
great.  Keith Crump, Sam Watkins, and Tom Hardesty continued work on the conversion of Central of Georgia baggage RPO 
494 into our new excursion train commissary car.  About 2/3's of the interior have been scraped for painting, and most of the 
last pieces where the RPO bulkhead joined the wall are gone. 
 One of the gems found in the 494 has found a new life in Dillwyn on the excursion train.  We ran across a round 
reflective red marker paddle that mounted in the kerosene marker brackets of a passenger car.  It cleaned up nicely and now 
graces the rear of 1006 on our trips. 
 July 8, 2009τKevin Frick 
 Saturday was spent putting a water pump on the tractor. This was completed and the front sections were mowed. 
Keith Crump and Tom Hardesty were out working on the 494. Randy Ridgley continued work on the McGirth.  Bob Dickinson 
was out late looking at the wheelsets to determine if they can be used.   Will not be at the site on August 15

th
, due to a prior 

commitment.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTES FROM EDITOR:  In the September issue of The Highball, there will be more photos on Cowboy Days, 7/25, at Dillwyn. 
A note from Bob Dickinson which says long time ODC member Henry Magarin and his brother, Roberǘ ƘŀǾŜ ϦǊŜǘƛǊŜŘΦέ  They 
are now living at the Sunrise Assisted Living complex on Parham Road.  
 Thanks to everyone who contributed articles or photos. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Old Dominion Railway Museum Attendance 

     

 2007 2008 2009  

January 129 50 125  

February 142 70 119  

March 161 109 135  

April 243 291 355  

May 79 119 149  

June 84 96 74  

July 166 117   

August 109 122   

September 256 76   

October 81 62   

November 136 97   

December 112 74   

Total 1698 1283 957  
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THE WORLD OF RAILROADING 
By Jerry Grosshans 

Shenandoah Valley Express 
 Operation Lifesaver has released a statement that says over 870 Americans were killed or injured in railroad-related 
trespassing incidents in 2008, also citing the fact that every two hours a vehicle or person is struck by a train in the USA. 
Gondola Gazette 
 Among recent additions to the preserved rail equipment at the North Carolina Transportation Museum is a 45 ton 
GE switcher used for its entire career at the NC Port Authority facilities in Wilmington.  A $2000 grant from the NRHS allowed 
the ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻǎƳŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƭŀǘŜ мфтлΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ  ! ōƛǘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǊƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜΣ 
ŀ wƻȅŀƭ /Ǌƻǿƴ /ƻƭŀ ōƻǘǘƭŜ όŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛƴƪΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǇǇŜŀƭύ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇŜ CŜŀǊ wƛǾŜǊΦ  5ŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
locomotive was a 1940 era coal hopper car and a NS railroad signal bridge. 
Northstar News 
 The remains of two unique Milwaukee Road Skytop sleeping cars have been rescued from scrapping and will end up 
in a Minnesota museum.  The cars were a part of a floating restaurant, secured to a bargeτfirst in Erie, PA and later in 
.ǳŦŦŀƭƻΣ b¸Φ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŘƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŎŀǊǎΣ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ŘƛǎǊŜǇŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩs 
heirs to demolish the barge and the cars, which began in April.  The hulks were cut up for transit where they will hopefully be 
restored and eventually displayed at the Milwaukee Road Heritage Center in Mmontevideo.  A third skytop sleeper is 
undergoing restoration in Fargo, ND and three similarly styled skytop parlor observation cars exist, with one (Cedar Rapids) in 
operating condition and based in Minneapolis. 
The Connecting Rod 
 The Blue Grass Railroad Museum (Versailles, KY) has been hit with severe vandalism the last three weekends in June 
(no word of anything later) as ties, tree trunks, metal objects, rocks and similar debris and items have been placed on the 
ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǘǊŀŎƪǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴǎΦ  {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
anyone should advise the museum if they have any knowledge about these incidents. 
The National Association of Railroad Passengers has released a tabloid-format publication titled The American Passenger, 
which is being distributed.  If any read of The Highball has a copy of this publication, it would be appreciated as an addition to 
ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ άƭƛōǊŀǊȅέ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ 
Potomac Rail News 
 An effort is under way to save the historic Lee Hall C&O train depot in Newport News.  The building was split into 
two parts for relocation across the present CSX trackage, and the city plans to house a museum in the station, with a 
celebration to hopefully be held in September celebrating the preservation of the building. 
The Roanoke Chapter plans on hosting two excursions with Amtrak equipment on November 7 and 8.  On the 7

th
, at 8 am, a 

train will depart west to Bluefield and on the 8
th

 the same train will head north to Shenandoah.  For further information, the 
chapter can be reached by mail at PO Box 13222,  Roanoke, VA 24032; or e-mail at Amtrak Excursion on the subject line to 
Terrapin66@cox.net.  At this time these trains are not definite, as full NS and Amtrak approval has not been received. 
Richmond Times Dispatch 
 A proposal has surfaced to turn the abandoned old ACL mainline, from Cofer Road to Westover Hills Boulevard into a 
hiking and biking trail.  The actual right of way is still owned by CSX so acquisition funds may be a problem.  The 2.3 mile line 
was the original main line used after the construction of the James River Viaduct and was phased out some years ago; the 
remaining working track from FA (Walmsley Blvd.) to just past Cofer Road is now referred to as the Clopton Sub.  Many years 
ago the abandoned tract was bypassed by the existing trackage from near Westover Hills Boulevard to Walmsley. 
 At the site of the former Washington Street train station in Petersburg, a new station is being built, just not a train 
station.  The facility will serve as a bus transfer point, destination for transit busses from Richmond and Blackstone and a 
shuttle service to the present Amtrak station in Ettrick. 
 ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ άǇŜǇ Ǌŀƭƭȅέ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нм ŀǘ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ǌŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ  ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ Ǌŀƛƭ 
service in the area and government funding for improvements in the present physical plant on CSX trackage as far south as 
Petersburg and northward to Washington, with a goal of regular and reliable 90 minutes service from this area to downtown 
Washington, as well as allowing more trains to use Main Street Station. 
 Norfolk Southern announced on July 28 that its second quarter earning had dropped by 45 person due to the 
national economic situation, with earnings of $247 million (or 66 cents per share) compared with $453 million (or $1.18 per 
share) for the same period a year ago.  NS stated that total traffic fell by 26 percent during the period and the road slashed 
costs by 29 per cent.  Stock had fallen to $43.63 but rose to $44.50 during the period. 

mailto:Terrapin66@cox.net
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The World of Railroading  (continued) 
Richmond Times Dispatch (continued) 
 As might be expected, tidewater localities have split on the proposed improvements to train service.  Newport 
News, Williamsburg, and Hampton favor upgrading the CSX (ex  C&O) line from Richmond east at a proposed cost of $181 
million.  Localities south of the James River (Norfolk, Portsmouth, Virginia Beach, Chesapeake and Suffolk) favor improvement 
of the existing Norfolk Southern trackage at a proposed cost of $184 million. 
The Chester Village News  and the Richmond Free Press continue to publish articles on local rail service and the proposed 
arrival of high speed rail--- most articles being favorable and supportive. 
Railfan and Railroad 
 The American Railcar Company of Columbus, OH has acquired the rights and designs of the defunct Colorado Railcar 
Manufacturing, which declared bankruptcy on December 31, 2008. 
 The Mount Rainier Scenic Railroad (Elbe, WA) has completed the overhaul of Rayonier #2, the last seared locomotive 
built by the Willamette Iron & Steel works in 1929.  The Willamette design was very similar to the more familiar Shay and was 
at its inception a more modern locomotive, with superheaters, piston valves and forced Lima to build what was known as the 
ά²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘ {Ƙŀȅέ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜΦ 
 New Jersey Transit has unveiled plans for a new dual power (diesel-electric and straight electric) locomotive for 
commuter service, to be built by the Canadian builder, Bombardier, and to be called ALP45-DP.  The new units would have 
the diesel capabilities of the GE P42 and the electric abilities of the ALP 46.  Due to strict weight and size restrictions these 
new units will have two diesel powerplants (2250 CAT 3516 prime movers) instead of the large EMD or GE single powerplant.  
They will be rated at 4200 in diesel mode and 5360 when operating as a straight electric.  NJ Transit has also ordered more 
electric ALP 46 motors, and will retire the older, less powerful ALP 44s.  While it does not make them operate any better or 
more efficiently, one needs to note the flashy color trip of variable colors highlighting the basic silver, grey or black. 
Railway Gazette International 
 Last month I mentioned a hydrogen powered locomotive being developed by BNSF but had little information.  More 
has come to light, the unit, #1205 is built on the chassis of an older green goat hybrid unit and will be capable of 2000 hp for 
traction.  The power source is fuel cells rather than combustion, with hydrogen being stored on the locomotive in tanks 
similar to propane.  This will be an extremely clean operating unit, with the only by-product being water.  After completion 
the unit will go to the Transportation Technology Center in Colorado for testing and working out problems, and will ultimately 
be based for service in California. 
And one final thought 
 ! Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ άƘƛƎƘ ǎǇŜŜŘ Ǌŀƛƭέ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΧΦ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ άƘƛƎƘŜǊ 
ǎǇŜŜŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀ фл ƳǇƘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƻǇǎΧǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŀ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ-Washington trip in 90 minutes. if all goes well.. 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ /{· ƻǊ b{ ǘǊŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŘŜǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀ άƘƛƎƘōǊŜŘέ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
given any real chance, and that is to use the CSX trackage to Newport News, then build a tunnel or bridge to the south side of 
Hampton Roads, which proposal would cost at least $600 million!!  As this is more than the total of the two CSX/NS usage 
proposals, it can be ruled out.  There is a good chance that due to the greater population south of the James River that both 
proposals could be built. 

 
These are some details from the graffiti which was on the caboose.  PhotosτBob Dickinson 

 
 
 



 
 


