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These photos were taken by Win Goodier of the painting done mainly by Randy Ridgely and his helpers on the cars 

 (N&W 1202 and the Southern “McGirth”) at Hallsboro.  This is most impressive!! 
 

OLD DOMINION CHAPTER OCTOBER MEETING 
Broad Street Station (Science Museum of Virginia) 

Tuesday, October 20, 2009, 7:30 PM 
Program: "Passenger Train Service in Virginia" 

Kevin Page, Chief of Rail Transportation in the Virginia Department of Rail & Public Transportation, will speak to 
ODC with an audio visual presentation on the latest and greatest status of passenger train service in the Old 
Dominion. He will also mention other rail oriented activities performed by the department. Please be sure to 
attend this meeting for an important first hand update and don't forget to mention it to your friends who might 
be interested in this subject. Door prizes too! See you on the 20th. 

FUTURE PROGRAMS 



 
Tuesday, November 17    "Annual Meeting & Elections, plus Dick Beadles, former president of the RF&P will 
discuss his analysis of railroading in Virginia." Please mark your ballot for ODC board members for 2010 and 
mail it in as soon as possible. Or, better yet, attend the meeting and vote there. Your vote counts. 
  
Tuesday, December 15    "Christmas Party & Year-End Photo Review." ODC member Jeff Hawkins will present a 
digital show on his 2009 photo activities. He will also bring us up to date on his book to be published in early 2010 
on "Railroads Around Richmond." Lots of Christmas cheer! 
 
Tuesday, January 19       "NRHS 2009 Annual Convention in Duluth, Minn." Nelson Burks & David Yates will share 
their experiences in attending the convention. 

  

 
HULL STREET DEPOT UPDATE 

 As of September 30, most of the work undertaken by the general contractor has involved demolition and preparation work on 
ODC's Hull Street Depot, built in 1914 by Southern Railway. During October work will concentrate on utilities, structural steel, plumbing 
and flooring. 
 As information, Preston Harrison has resigned as project manager and been replaced by Bob Dickinson, with Bob Stevens as 
alternate. The remainder of the building committee remains the same, as previously announced. 
 ODC has received a $25,000 donation from the Cabell Foundation during September, plus $270.00 in memory of one of Sam 
Williamson's sons who passed away this summer and $100.00 from the J.P. Yancey Foundation in Newport News. 
  

ODC EXCURSION TRAINS 
 The "Autumn Leaf Special" will run on October 10, 17 & 24 from Dillwyn, Va., as previously announced in prior Highballs.   The 
trains are almost all sold out, as usual. We do need car hosts. Please contact MarshalCox to volunteer on any one or more runs at 262-
1745, or e-mail at marsha.cox@comcast.net if you can help ODC with this important event.  
 The Santa trains will operate on December 5 & 12. We will also need car hosts then too. As you know, the 
 NRHS Bulletin that just came out featured an article on ODC's excursions with a photo of our Santa train. 
  

ANNUAL RICHMOND AREA MUSEUM SHOPPERS FAIR 
  ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ά{ƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ CŀƛǊέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ р-7 at the Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden.  
This represents an important museum sales opportunity for ODC.  All museum members (including ODC members) will have a pre-
opening reception on Thursday evening, November 5 from 5:00-9:00 pm.  This Shoppers Fair offers ODC members to browse and buy 
early Christmas gifts at a discount from all Richmond area museums that participate. 
 David McGrann, phone numberτ272-2955,  will head up our ODC team again, and we need volunteers to assist him. 
 

ODC BOARD MEETINGS 
 The next regularly scheduled ODC board meetings will take place on November 9, plus a short annual meeting on November 
17, as usual. 
 

UPCOMING TRAIN SHOWS 

 The Old Dominion Chapter will have tables at the following shows: 
  ΧΦAshland Railroad Days - Saturday, November 14th from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 ΧΦGreenberg Train Show at Richmond International Raceway Complex - Saturday, December 19
th

 
   and Sunday, December 20th from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM both days. 

Help will be needed to man the tables and  for setup / teardown. If you are interested in volunteering,  please contact Ned Krack at 804-

239-4067 or nedrdgfan@msn.com.  

 

HIGHBALL DEADLINE 
 All itŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ h5/Ωǎ Highball should be sent to Betty Staples by the first of the month. 
 

 
 

ODC ARCHIVES MEETINGS 

mailto:marsha.cox@comcast.net
mailto:nedrdgfan@msn.com


 The Archives Committee will meet on 15 and 29 Oct at 3600 West Broad Street.  All sessions begin at 1900 hrs. 

 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 Steve Tarrant prepared some interesting statistics on PULLMAN service for the "Field Days of the Past," that are presented in 
summary form herein: 
 The Pullman Company built 8,154 heavyweight steel PULLMAN cars between 1910-1930. This excludes privately owned, office 
cars & coaches. Accommodations included open sections, single rooms, bedrooms, compartments, drawing rooms, parlor cars, lounge 
cars and dining cars. Of course, the largest amount of equipment consisted of sleeping cars, and by far the most numerous type was the 
12-1 (12 sections, 1 drawing room) at 3,998. 
 Of particular interest to ODC members, the 10 section lounge observations, such as "Mt. Foraker" (located at "Field Days of 

the Past") and "Dinwiddie County" (located at ODC's Hallsboro Yard) totaled 264. 

 
 

RAIL OBSERVATIONS & COMMENTARY SERIES #18 BY DICK BEADLES 
Virginia Rail Observations and Commentary         by Richard L. Beadles 
Volume I,   No. 18.     September 21, 2009           Re:  Main Street Station 
Note:  comment by Dick Beadles on following article is No. 18 of my 2009 Virginia Attaché Rail Observations and Commentary Series, 
this one regarding Main Street Station, Richmond, as well as future implications for service beyond to Hampton Roads and North 
Carolina.  It's all about future operational and service needs; how much rail passenger service should we realistically anticipate and 
physically plan for?  If it is to be anything even like junior-grade northeast corridor levels of service in two decades, then we must start 
now to anticipate that; if not, then perhaps what is now on the planning boards will suffice.  But now is the time to get very serious 
about the range of possibilities.  That's what this paper is all about. 

  At the present time it would appear that Amtrak passenger arrivals and departures for calendar year 2009 at 

Richmondôs Main Street Station will easily exceed last yearôs 21,450, most likely by a substantial margin.  Modest numbers to 
be sure, but steady growth, year-over-year, despite a very limited number of train service options.  This certainly suggests 
that, with the addition of three additional round-trips to and from DC and the Northeast Corridor (to be moved downtown from 
Staples Mill at some point in the next five years), the downtown station could be approaching 100,000 passenger arrivals and 
departures annually.  Add to that, four more existing round trips (phased in between years five through ten), when the 
Carolina, Georgia and Florida trains are routed through Main Street Station, and we might expect to see 150,000 to 175,000 
Richmond passengers using the downtown Richmond facility.  But thatôs only the beginning.  In a decade, more or less, with 
the addition of new service to Norfolk and additional Southeast High Speed Corridor service to the Raleigh-Durham Triangle, 
Greensboro and Charlotte, Richmondôs downtown station would likely exceed todayôs Staples Mill station counts (although 
Staples Mill will undoubtedly continue to grow in usage as well).   
 This is certainly something to which we should all strive, and anticipate with the greatest of pleasure.  However, there 
is a physical train-handling capacity problem with Main Street Station that, at some level of service, is going to represent 
another of those infamous ñchoke pointsò that former DRPT director, Karen Rae, used to talk about.  Even assuming 
restoration of the second through track on either side of Main Street Station, the station can only accommodate one through 
passenger train, on each side.  Restoration of stub-end tracks under the train shed could conceivably accommodate some 
trains from and to the north that terminate at Richmond, but the Newport News, Norfolk and Carolina (and beyond) trains will, 
in spite of the best of scheduling, tend to get bunched up in delay-producing conflicts with one another.  The result: a new 
choke point! 
 Today, all the through trains, excepting those to and from Newport News, use the superior ñAò line, the former RF&P-
ACL and now CSX west-end route (I-195 corridor) which is double track, relatively high-speed, signaled for movement in 
either direction on either track, and with no conflicting on-line heavy industrial rail service comparable to that on the proposed 
ñBellwood Sub-Divisionò line through Main Street Station to Centralia.  Money can fix many things, but rarely can one turn a 
poor route into a superb one.  Degrading compromises usually must be made. 
 The point of this essay is not to fault Richmondôs Main Street Station, however, there is more at stake here than 
Richmondôs downtown station. Thus far we have not seen a plan that anticipates the challenge described above.  Until such 
plan is formulated and adopted, we would be ill advised to jettison access to the better route though Richmond. Acca Yard is 
the last point from which trains can proceed, via either route, in either direction, whether to Norfolk or Carolina or beyond. 
The wise course would be to address all of our future needs, now, rather than later. 

 
 

 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘŜǾŜ ¢ŀǊǊŀƴǘΣ h5/ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
 
To All of you who ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ /ŀǊ Iƻǎǘǎ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ άaǘΦ CƻǊŀƪŜǊέ ŀǘ CƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ муΣ мфΣ ŀƴŘ нлτTHANK YOU! 
 The Car Hosts who were able to serve this year were Tom Phillips, Calvin Boles, Jim Lewis, Nelson Burks, Bill Todd, Charles 
Curley, Jr., Ned Krack, Andy Dreelin, Gordy Smith, Tim Torrez, Bob Timmins and Steve Tarrant.  Some of you were able to work more than 



one shift on more than one of the three days, and this was a great help, especially with the now-restored (mostly) RF&P caboose couple 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άaǘΦ CƻǊŀƪŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tǳƭƭƳŀƴ ŎŀǊ ŜȄƛǘ ǿŀȅΦ 
 It was the busiest weekend ever in the 16-year Field Day history; they even had to close the grounds to additional visitors 
Saturday afternoon because the place was completely fullτno room for more, just like Disney World on a full-up day. 
 We all had a great deal of fun doing this, and touring the other exhibits during our breaks, though we talked ourselves to 
hoarseness in the process.  Visitors through this, the only air conditioned exhibit on the grounds, showed an insatiable curiosity about  
everything to do with Pullman sleeping car service, and technology, as it used to beτthe first-class standard of comparison that should 
be our guide to future service. 
 More of us are needed next year to continue this railway historical service. 
        Sincerely, 
 
        Steve Tarrant 
  

 
 

WANTED 
CƻǊ  ǘƘŜ wCϧt ŎŀōƻƻǎŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ CƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘΥ  ŀ /!.hh{9 {¢h±9Φ  5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ 

RF&P stove, any railroad will do.  Donation desired, but can pay up to $50 for it.   
Contact Bob Timmins (740-3424) or Steve Tarrant(233-2192). 

 

APPOMATTOX LOOKING FOR CABOOSE 
The Town of Appomattox is seeking a caboose to place alongside their N&W station. 

 Contact William Simmons, Tourism Director at 434-352-8268 if you know of possible candidates. 

 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ Ŝ-mail sent to N&W mailing list.  Nelson Burks, Chapter member, is on the N&W mailing list, so 

he received this story, and forward it  for others to enjoy.  It is from many years ago; but it will still bring a 
Chuckle or two—so just enjoy.  Thanks, Nelson, for sharing. 
Bluefield Daily Telegraph, March 22, 1910 

NO ONE KNOWS WHY MAUD LEFT TOWN------ 
People Gathered About Passenger Station Could Not Help Admiring Her Voice 

     As train No. 3 pulled into the station last night a regulation long-eared Maud set up a hee-hawing which would do credit to 
twenty mules.  She was standing in a crate waiting to be put in the express car so that she could get started on her way to Charleston.  
Even above the clanging of the bell on the engine and the rushing sound of escaping steam the mule made herself heard, and after the 
train had stopped, Maud's shouts and screams could be heard above all the noise.  She seemed to be endowed with a lovely voice half 
way between a soprano and a basso and every time she opened her mouth the soprano note was shouted only to be followed by the 
basso in such regularity and with such increasing crescendo that all of the people about the station were forced to laugh.  Later on, 
when ten men tried to force the crate with Maud in it into the express car, there was plenty of fun.  Only two men had nerve enough to 
get up on the express truck behind that part of Maud's anatomy where her heels were located.  After they got up there they stood on 
one side until they found that Maud was more interested in seeing the box pushed into the car than she was in kicking. 
     Although several inquires were made no one was able to say why Maud left town.  Why she would want to leave Bluefield to 
go to a dry town like Charleston is beyond comprehension, but then mules are a hard lot anyhow. 
     Maud evidently has a very even temper, for she never even once kicked and the people who stood around the truck watching 
for her to make strenuous objections to being handled like a piece of baggage had to go away without even seeing her raise her 
objectors even once.  The last word Maud said on leaving town was the regulation by-by sent out by mules. 

                                                                                                                                                              
Χ   

Gordon Hamilton 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Membership Renewal Process 
 The 2010 dues bills should be mailed directly to the members in October. All memberships expire 

December 31, 2009. A three month grace period is allowed after the expiration date, so those paying their dues by 

March 31, 2010 will continue to receive their NRHS Bulletins. After that, anyone who is not on the renewed list 

will not receive NRHS Bulletins for the period that they are not on the renewed list. 



 The completed application with any other enclosures should be mailed to: 

    Nelson Burks 

    2336 Penrose Drive 

    Richmond, VA 23235  

 Those members wishing to make a donation to the Old Dominion Chapter along with their renewals should 

return the following form with the renewal to designate how they want the donation used. 

----------------------------------------------------cut here------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Please allocate my contribution to the Old Dominion Chapter as follows: 

 Archives and Library    $______.00 

 General Fund     $______.00 

 Hallsboro Yard and Rolling Stock  $______.00 

 The Highball, Programs and Meetings $______.00 

 The Museum Renovation Capitol Fund $______.00 

 Other: __________________________ $______.00 

    TOTAL  $______.00 
Please enclose this sheet with your dues payment and write the total amount shown above on the ñChapter Donationò line on the renewal form.

 
Please provide your name so we can give you credit for your donation, as well as your current telephone number and e-mail address, if applicable, to 

update our records and enable the Chapter to contact you more easily. 

 

Name: ________________________________________      Phone Number: ____________________________ 

 

E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________ 

 

OLD DOMINION CHAPTER 
Nominations for Board of Directors for Year 2010 

 This year the nomination list for Board of Directors 2010 ballot is listed below.  The reason for this is to give all members a 
ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƻǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ōȅ ƳŀƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ballot is 
NOVEMBER 2.  A vote will also be done at the 
November 19

th
 meeting.  Please mail ballot to: 

Nelson Burks, Secretary 
2336 Penrose Drive 
Richmond, VA 23235 

Recommendations from the Nominating Committee for Board of Directors members: 

BALLOT 
   ________Keith Crump, 3 year term 
   ________Sue Rasmussen, 3 year term 
   ________Marsha Cox, 1 year term 
   ________Randy Ridgley, 1 year term 
   ________Bob Dickinson, 1 year term 
    
   ________Kevin Frick, President (fulfill the remaining year on Bill Todd’s term 
     and president) 

 



 
As stated in his e-mail, Win Goodier said it was a nice day for a drive, so among other places they stopped by Doswell. 

The Amtrak in the photo is the southbound Carolinian.  Thanks, Win, for sharing. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

HALLSBORO REPORT 
Photos and article by Win Goodier 

Saturday, October 10. 
.ƻō {ǘŜǾŜƴǎΣ wŀƴŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ !ŘŀƳ όƴŜǿ Ǝǳȅύ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ όƛǘΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜύ L ōǳǎƘ ƘƻƎƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊoperty 
and did some trimming, Kevin put the replacement wheel on the chapter bush hog, then in the afternoon, Randy continued his work on 
the McGirth, Bob worked more on the fence, while Kevin, Adam and I did some more work on the HM-6. We also took a look at the 
Kalamazoo and determined the engine is locked up. Later, Kevin got underneath the crane to determine where the hydraulic hose that 
blew is connected. Attached are photos of the work that Keith Crump, Tom Hardesty, and Sam Watkins have been doing on the 494, as 
well as the work that Randy, Steve Harrison, and Bob Stevens have done on the McGirth.  

 

    
 

   
 

 



Photos from Cowboy Days, July 25, 2009  
Note from editor:  Processor problems with my computer, so there was a delay in sharing these photos taken by Kim Young. 

Kim, thanks for the photos and also your patience.  Please enjoy. 
 

    
 

     

 

   
 



     
 

 

 

THE WORLD OF RAILROADING  
By Jerry Grosshans 

 
RICHMOND TIMES DISPATCH Amtrak has now posted its schedule for the new service between Lynchburg and Washington, 
departing Lynchburg at 7:38 am Monday through Friday, reaching DC in about four hours which is a little later than originally hoped.  A 
round trip fare of $58 will be charged. 
 Virginia Railway Express is thinking seriously eliminating its youth discount program which gives anyone under 21 a 50% 
discount.  VRE says that it has noted a substantial increase in the cheaper fares, but has not noted an increase in younger patrons, so it 
is assuming that adults are wrongly using the cheaper fares.  Eliminating the student fares could increase revenues by up to $300,000 
annually. 
 The Greenbrier Resort is looking into offering luxury train service between Washington and White Sulphur Springs, WV where 
the resort is located.  Preliminary plans are for a 210 passenger train to supplement the current Amtrak (Cardinal) three day per week 
service.  Strong consideration is given for the new train to be steam powered. 
NARP NEWS Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) has flip-flopped on the idea of a magnetic levitation train from the Los 
Angeles area to Las Vegas, saying he now prefers the idea of a conventionally operated train. 
CINDERS  The tourist hauling Strasburg Railroad is looking into getting into the commercial freight business, which, if successful 
would offset the recent lack of passenger growth.  Recently a tank car of ethanol was handled as an experiment, the first such move 
since 1958!  Deeming this movement a success, the railroad is going after more freight business. 
 CSX and the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen have agreed upon a five-year extension of the popular wage 
and performance package, which should insure the road, will have peace with organized labor. 
THE GREEN BLOCK The former railroad bridge over the Hudson River  at Poughkeepsie, NY is to officially open to the public as 
the άǿŀƭƪǿŀȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴέ ŀǘ оΥлл ǇƳ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ оΦ 
 Iowa Pacific Holdings, which operated tourist and short line freight  service in southern Colorado, has announced plans for a ski 
train out of Denver to replace the former service operated by Anschutz who has  sold  his cars and locomotives to Canada/ Algoma 
Central.  The new operator plans service with cars that hold more passengers than the previous train and has agreed with the Denver 
Union Station Project Authority to use a temporary loading facility originally designed for the previous operator.  While still in the 
planning stage, things look good for this operation. 
 Steamtown has announced that it is getting $3.34 million in stimulus funds, enough to rebuild 8 coaches and 3 locomotives, 
with a small amount left over for other projects. 
THE RAIL Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern have announced joint intermodal refrigerated service between Los Angeles and 
Atlanta, expecting train travel of at least 500 miles per day which is more competitive than trucks. 
 Norfolk Southern has announced plans for intermodal terminals in the Memphis, TN area and at Greencastle, PA as part of the 
developing Crescent Corridor Service. 
PEACH STATE EXPRESS In a study done by the US Department of Energy, Amtrak trains were found to be 19% more efficient than 
airliners and 28 more efficient than automobiles. 
TARHEEL TELEGRAPHER RailAmerica, operator of 40 short line railroads is going public and will offer up to $300 million in stock. 
 An organization called Rail Merchants International has nine cabooses from various lines for sale in Raleigh, NC. 
INTERCHANGE The B&O Railroad Museum in Baltimore has acquired a 1938 fireless steam locomotive from the Smithsonian, and 
plans are for the engine for display this fall.  The locomotive was built by Heisler in Erie, PA for the Potomac Electric Power Company. 
 Union Pacific has donated a SD40-2 unit (#3028, a former C&NW unit) to the Illinois Railway Museum and has also donated a 
tunnel motor (#8755) to The Dan Antonio, TX fire department training academy, where UP had previously installed trackage for training  
purposes. 



VARP ON TRACK  Virginia has passed a law requiring validation of tickets for Virginia Railway Express riders, tightening down on 
the previous law which only required a peǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ άǇŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ŦŀǊŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭŀǿ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ  ŦǊŀǳŘǳƭŜƴǘ ǘƛŎƪŜǘΣ 
or to use a valid ticket for travel outside of the zone/area for which the ticket was purchased.  A fine of not less than $150.00 has been 
enacted for violations. 
NRHS NEWS The national offices of NRHS has officially announced that the NRHS Bulletin is on schedule for the first time in nearly 
ten years. 
SHENANDOAH VALLEY EXPRESS An arrested terrorist has told a federal judge that he passed on to al-Qaida information on the Long 
Island Railroad, which he had acquired from being a frequent rider. 
 
  

 
 
MIDWEST RAIL SCENE REPORT Union Pacific has formally opened for service the new Boone High Bridge in Iowa, which is the 
replacement for the famous nearby Kate Shelley Bridge, claiming the 190-foot high bridge to be the highest double track railroad bridge 
in North America.  The older bridge will not be taken down but preserved. 
 Iowa Interstate Railroad is acquiring two more ES44AC locomotives from GE, and will begun tests on its units of various bio-
diesel blends. 
 Montreal, Maine & Atlantic is proposing abandonment of up to 241 miles of little used trackage in Northern Maine, but hope 
that the state or some entity would purchase the lines rather than outright abandonment. 
SIF BULLETIN The Southwest Indian Foundation has acquired the historic Gallup, NW Santa Fe station and has turned it into a 
museum of Indian heritage.  It is planning on adding to that museum displays and materials from the World War II Navajo Indian Code 
Talkers who communicated in the Navajo language as a code, which was never broken by Allied opposition. 
RAILFAN &RAILROAD  A Rio Grande unit returns to power the /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ½ŜǇƘȅǊΧΦΦǎƻǊǘ ƻŦΦ  hƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ млΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ !ƳǘǊŀƪ 
units became inoperable at Salt Lake City, with the eastbound Zephyr.  In a touch of class Union Pacific coupled its Rio Grande Heritage 
Unit #1989 to the head end of the train all of the way to Chicago, and returning the unit west on the following day. 
 An ex-Santa Fe F45 locomotive has been gutted and turned into a hotel accommodation at the Izaak Walton Inn  in Essex, MT.  
Pained in the late Great Northern Blue, Black & White scheme, it has a fireplace, bar and living area, with the cooling fan housing serving 
as skylights. 
NRA FREEDOM MAGAZINE Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS) has introduced in Congress a bill to allow the secure transport of 
firearms on Amtrak trains, similar to the procedures used by US Airlines. 
TRAINS MAGAZINE has been publishing an annual issue (special) titled ά[ƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜΦέ    I always look forward to the early fall 
release of this publication and was not disappointed in the 2009 edition.  For instance: 
 Confirmation that all of the EMD 6000 hp locomotives in service in the US and Canada (CN has four) have been 
  retired and scrapping  has begun. 
 While US railroad have apparently given up, for now at  least, on the 6000 hp units, both GE and EMD are each   
 building 300 units in China, the EMD units using the 4 cycle powerplant that was troublesome for UP and    CN, 
while the GE units apparently are using a version of the GEVO powerplant, not the older prime mover    used on CSX 
and Up units. 
 While UP is downgrading a few of its AC 60 units widespread plans for the majority of the model have not been 
  announced. 
 /{· ƳŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ !/слΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ мс ŎȅƭƛƴŘŜǊ D9±h ǇƻǿŜǊǇƭŀƴǘ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
  Chinese units. 
 Due to the problems with turbochargers on some of the ES44 units, CSX has recalled to active duty several of their A 
 ACслΩǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŜŘΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ D9 ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŜƴǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ   
 turbocharger problem. 
 D9 Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǇƻǿŜǊ ǊŀŎŜ ǎƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ мл 9{ру!/ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ .ǊŀȊƛƭΩǎ ±ŀƭŜ-Carajas, a 1600 mm  
 gauge ore hauler.  As per GE custom, the 58 should mean that these units put out 5800 hp. 
 Interest is running high among locomotive builders as Amtrak is apparently looking to purchase some straight 
  Electric units as well as diesel electrics. 
 

From personal observations 
 CSX is apparently running another type (commodity) of unit train south out of Richmond, as I spotted a train of around 35-40 
cars of anhydrous ammonia tank cars.  From personal experience as a youth, I know the substance is used as a potent nitrogen source 
for fertilizer use (having operated the modified cultivators that inject the material as a gas into the soil).  I was unable to get the train 
number or exact count from the milepost 3.0 scanner due to other communications, but do not recall seeing AA as an unit train 
shipment.  AA cars are tank cars, under pressure, slightly larger than the sulfur; clay slurry, cooking oils, etc. tank cars usually seen, and 
they are prominently labeled as Anhydrous Ammonia.  I believe I also saw a second train, but was too far to be certain, although the car 



type and train length was similar, if not identical, to the one I saw close-up.  In any event, new rail cargo is good news for CSX in this 
time of business downturn! 
 I can personally vouch for the return of aƴ !/сл ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ /{· ǳǎŜ ŀǎ L ǎŀǿ ǎǳŎƘ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΧȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ 
for anything else, with the massive radiator area, and the yellow CSX lettering on the grey, blue and yellow car body. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


