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   The ODC Railway Museum is now closed for renovation.  See article inside for more info, and check out 

our website, www.odcnrhs.org,  for the restoration progress in photos. 

 

OLD DOMINION CHAPTER SEPTEMBER MEETING 
Broad Street Station (Science Museum of Virginia) 

Tuesday, September 15, 7:30 pm 
Program:  “Minnesota Trains—Second Section” 

This represents a continuation of the April program that was cut short due to ODC business affairs.  The April slide show 
featured railroads in the 1970-улΩǎ ƛƴ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ aƛƴƴŜŀǇƻπ
ƭƛǎΣ 5ǳƭǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ϧb²Ωǎ !ƭŎƻ [ƛƴŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿƛƴ /ƛǘƛŜǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅŜǘΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ 

different types of train action.  Door prizes too.  Bring a friend and meet our mystery guest! 



FUTURE PROGRAMS 
Tuesday, October 20 άtŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ bŜǿǎ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΦέ  Guest speaker TBA. 
Tuesday, November 17 ά!ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ϧ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ  We expect ballots to be mailed in advance.  Look for nominations 
in the  hŎǘƻōŜǊ άHighball.”  The program will be a RR video. 
Tuesday, December 15 άChristmas Party & Year-9ƴŘ tƘƻǘƻ wŜǾƛŜǿΦέ  ODC member Jeff Hawkins will present a digital 
show on  his  2009 photo activities.  He will also have a book published by year-ŜƴŘ ƻƴ άwŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ !ǊƻǳƴŘ wƛŎƘπ
ƳƻƴŘΦέ  [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ 
 announcement soon.  Lots of Christmas cheer! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

THE OLD DOMINION CHAPTER  
HULL STREET DEPOT RENOVATION UPDATE 

 
 As previously announced, ODC signed a construction agreement on July 31 with Spacemakers, Inc. of Norfolk, VA.  A 
preς construction meeting took place on August 25 attended by 20 people, representing the prime contractor, sub-
contractors, VDOT, City of Richmond, ODC members and the architect and his Richmond engineer.  The official 180-day con-
struction period commences on September 8. 
 h5/Ωǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƛǎ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΦ  !ǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ όŀƭƳƻǎǘ Řŀƛƭȅύ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ 
only ODC member who will have director contact with the construction companies, unless otherwise arranged.  Whenever 
necessary, Preston will call for a conference with the ODC construction team to resolve an important question, either indi-
vidually, or as a team.  The team includes, besides Preston, Nelson Burks, Keith Crump, Bob Dickinson, Ned Krack, Randy 
Ridgely, Bob Stevens, and Bill Todd. 
 The ODC Museum officially closed on August 30 and will remain so until the renovation is complete.  Spacemakers, 
Inc. will put up their construction sign so passers-by will see that a renovation project is in effect on the property.  They will 
also rope off two-thirds of the parking lot for their equipment and use.  Access to the caboose will remain through the rear 
gate.  Entry to the baggage car for mail call will go through the caboose end. 
 bƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ άǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎΦέ  !ƴȅ ǎǳŎƘ ƛǘŜƳǎ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǝƻ 
through Preston Harrison to David Puckett, the ODC architect.  If approved, he will contact the general contractor.  Of 
course, ODC will have to approve any change involving additional funding.  We are hopeful that financing reimbursements 
through Richmond and VDOT will be efficient.  Regular updates will be present at Chapter meetings and “The Highball.” 
 

ODC BOARD MEETINGS 
 The next regularly scheduled ODC board meetings will take place on Monday, September 14 and November 9, plus 
a short annual meeting on November 17, as usual. 
 

FIELD DAYS OF THE PAST 
 ODC will again assist hosting the PULLMAN Mt. Foraker in Goochland County's annual "Field Days of the Past" on 
September 18-19-20. We will have morning and afternoon shifts each day with three volunteers needed for each shift. Steve 
Tarrant is our Pullman conductor in charge, and his telephone no. is 233-2192. This represents a great educational opportu-
nity to meet thousands of people and talk about both ODC and trains. We need assistance. Please give Steve a call if you can 
help. The event's web page is www.fielddayofthepast.net 
 ODC will again assist hosting the PULLMAN Mt. Foraker in Goochland County's annual "Field Days of the Past" on 
September 18-19-20. We will have morning and afternoon shifts each day with three volunteers needed for each shift. Steve 
Tarrant is our Pullman conductor in charge, and his telephone no. is 233-2192. This represents a great educational opportu-
nity to meet thousands of people and talk about both ODC and trains. We need assistance. Please give Steve a call if you can 
help. The event's web page is www.fielddayofthepast.net 
 

ODC ARCHIVES MEETINGS 
The Archives Committee will meet on 3 and 17 Sep 09 at 3600 W. Broad St. at 1900 hrs. to continue  

cataloging the collection. 

http://www.fielddayofthepast.net
http://www.fielddayofthepast.net


ODC EXCURSION  TRAIN TRIPS 
 ¢ƘŜ ά!ǳǘǳƳƴ [ŜŀŦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭέ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ млΣ мтΣ ŀƴŘ нп ŀǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ фΥол ŀƳ ŀƴŘ мΥол ǇƳΦ 
From Dillwyn on Route 15 in Buckingham County.  Ticket prices are $25 for adults and $12 for children 2-12 (under two, not 
occupying a seat, ride free). 
 The Santa trains operate on December 5 and 12 with six short runs each day at 9;30, 10:30, 11:30 am and 1:00, 2:00, 
and 3:00 pm.  All Santa train tickets are $18.00 (under two not occupying a seat, ride free). 
 ODC volunteers are needed for all train trips.  This is very important since these excursions regularly make a significant 
revenue contribution to the chapter.  Keith Crump, ticket agent, reports that as of September 8, the following: 
8 tickets left on Santa train and 64% sold tickets on the fall trips.  Keith will also need volunteers to assist on weekends in the 
caboose to answer the telephone and take sales orders. 
 Always rememberτODC exists on volunteer help.   Please make an effort to participate in our various activities. 
 

ANNUAL RICHMOND AREA MUSEUM SHOPPERS FAIR 
 ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ά{ƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ CŀƛǊέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ р-7 at the Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden.  This represents an important museum sales opportunity for ODC.  All museum members (including ODC members) will 
have a pre-opening reception on Thursday evening, November 5 from 5:00-9:00 pm.  This Shoppers Fair offers ODC members to 
browse and buy early Christmas gifts at a discount from all Richmond area museums that participate. 
 David McGrann will head up our ODC team again, and we need volunteers to assist him. 
 

VRE NEW LOCOMOTIVES 
 ±!wt ƴƻǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мф ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ άRailway Age” indicated that Virginia Railway Express commuter 
ƭƛƴŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ мн ƴŜǿ at·ǇǊŜǎǎ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŀōǘŜŎ /ƻǊǇΦΩǎ aƻǘƛǾŜ tƻǿŜǊ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
the summer of 2010, with an option for eight more, all valued at $73 million. 

 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 !ƴŀƭȅȊŜ ǘƘƛǎΗ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ άRailroads At War” by S. Kip Farrington, Jr., the RF&P RR handled a daily average of 103 
trains on its route in 1943, including 57 passenger trains and 46 freight trains.  The freight traffic  increased 300% over WWI and 
passenger traffic rose 400% over the peak in 1917-18.  The RF&P managed this impressive effort with steam locomotives, dou-
ble track and limited cross-overs, but with CTC. 
 Somehow, CSXT cannot seem to handle this kind of volume today, 66 years later, without triple track and additional 
cross-overs and signals.  The main difference between then and now probably involves two factors:  RF&P management and 
RF&P dispatching was located in Richmond, not hundreds of miles away! 
 

UPCOMING TRAIN SHOWS 
The Old Dominion Chapter will have tables at the following shows: 
 ΧΦAshland Railroad Days - Saturday, November 14th from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 ΧΦGreenberg Train Sow at Richmond International Raceway Complex - Saturday, December 19th and Sunday, December 
  20th from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM both days. 
Help will be needed to man the tables and  for setup / teardown. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Ned Krack 

at 804-239-4067 or nedrdgfan@msn.com.  

 

HIGHBALL DEADLINE 
 !ƭƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ h5/Ωǎ Highball should be sent to Betty Staples by the first of the month. 

mailto:nedrdgfan@msn.com


HOLY COW! 
 For two fall issues, in 2007 and 2009, TRAINS,magazine came out with a cover issue that immediately followed an 
ODC chapter program.  In October 2007 Steve Cigolle from Naperville, Illinois visited us and presented an excellent program on 
ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƛƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΤ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нллф ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ άbŀǊǊƻǿ DŀǳƎŜ CŜǾŜǊΦέ  ¢ƘŜƴΣ Trains had the 
same subjects in its magazine. 
 

OLD DOMINION RAILWAY MUSEUM ATTENDANCE 
By Ned Krack 

 Here are the attendance numbers through August: 
      2007 2008 2009 
  January    129    50 125 
  February   142    70 119 
  March    161 109 135 
  April    243 291 355 
  May      79 119 149 
  June      84   96   74 
  July    166 117 106 
  August    109 122 114 
  September   256   76 
  October      81   62 
  November   136   97 
  December   112   74 
  TOTAL                1698        1283      1177  
 Attendance through August 2007 was 1113.  Through August 2008, it was 974. 

 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:  Dave Hebel, ODC member, was correspondent of the day on 9/4/09 in the 
Richmond Times Dispatch.  Our thanks to the Richmond Times Dispatch for permission to reprint the letter. 

Below is a copy of his letter. 
Smart Policy Includes Rail 

Editor, Times-Dispatch: Robert Samuelson, in his Op/Ed column "High-Speed Rail Is Just Another Boondoggle," clearly doesn't 

understand what enhanced rail service can do for this country. 

I agree that throwing money at rail (and all other forms of transportation) is a waste without a plan that improves all forms of 

transportation: air, rail, and highways. His argument that the U.S. doesn't have the population density is absurd. He clearly has 

not been stuck in the traffic that streams into his own city of Washington, or any of the other major metropolitan areas of the 

Northeast. 

One has to assume he has not experienced the benefits of commuting by rail into New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago, etc. 

High speed rail is just a nice catch phrase for passenger-ready rail. With an improved rail infrastructure (largely not changed in 

50 years), trains became a viable alternative to driving and even flying in some cases. Riding Amtrak today takes a lot of effort -

- and yet passenger counts have been going up. Imagine what can happen with proper funding, and not the subsistence funding it 

has been receiving in the past. Perhaps even a private-public partnership can be brought into play. 

Where does Samuelson think the roads and airports came from? Imagine how different the growth of the country would have 

been if the Eisenhower administration had not started the interstate highway system. 

Now it's time to take the next step -- a unified approach that includes rail. 

David Hebel. 

Glen Allen. 
  



HALLSBORO REPORT 
Note on 8/10/09 by Kevin Frick  
 Saturday was spent putting a water pump on the tractor. This was completed and the front sections were mowed. 
Keith Crump and Tom Hardesty were out working on the 494 and I hope Keith will let you know what they accomplished. 
Randy Ridgley continued work on the McGirth and I hope he will inform you of his progress. Bob Dickinson was out late look-

ing at the wheelsets to determine if they can be used .  will not be on the site Saturday the 15th due to a prior engagement.  

 Note on 8/10/09 by Tom Hardesty 
 Keith put up conduit and pulled new wires for the lighting down at the kitchen end of the car.  I wired brushed the 
light rust off the bare metal and put naval jelly on it in the area of the new store room so Keith can hopefully prime it some-
time this week.  We plan to be working on the car again next Saturday unless the cars in Dillwyn interrupt. 
 McGirth is looking great so far, with one side and end painted.  Randy and his crew have cleaned the oxide off some 
of the other side of the car and started bondo work.  The old paint still shines in some spots with the oxide removed. 
Note on 8/15/09 by Tom Hardesty 
 Keith Crump, Sam Watkins and myself did more work on the 494.  Sam moved all the scrap metal and parts to keep 
(car jack, etc.) out from under the car and piled it up so Kevin can pick it up with the tractor.  Keith moved several sheets of 
spare plywood and 2x4s from Hull Street to the car for the future storage room and new food counters.  Sam and I scraped 
rust off the ceiling between the large baggage doors and former RPO section and treated it with Naval Jelly while Keith did 
the same on the walls at floor level. 
 We also found an air hose adapter on the steam crane which we put inside the 494 for safe keeping.  While it needs 
a new hose and seals, it looks like it could be rebuilt with some TLC.  Everyone who rode our July 25 Cowboy Day charter in 
5ƛƭƭǿȅƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘŀǇǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ƘƻǎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ тллс ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōƻƻǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘΦ 
 Randy Ridgely and his friends were also hard at work on the McGirth.  Both sides of the car wear Pullman green 
now, and they did work cleaning out the interior as well. 
Note on 8/22/09 by Tom HardestyτDillwyn work session 
 Ned Krack, Keith Crump, Sam Watkins, and I traveled to Dillwyn Saturday, August 22 to work on open excursion car 
Moo 1 (BB301).  The following got accomplished before the monsoon rains began at 12:10 washing out all activity for the 
rest of the day: 
1. Station side of the Commissionary box car (BB 810) received a light coat of paint to cover up the rust streaks. 
2. Rust spot on the lower Dutch door station side of ex-RF&P coach 706 was painted. 
3. Tops of both end bulkheads of Moo 1 were painted gray. 
4. About 2/3 of the roof supports were painted white and 3/4 scraped on Moo 1. 
 We found water leaking in under the window sill of 706 at seat 53-54 (front seat closest to the engine on the park-
ing lot side).  Best guess is it is leaking around the bottom of the window. 
 The BB was performing maintenance on our ex-RF&P GP-7 101 and ran the engine for a few minutes.  We noticed 
ǘƘŜ άCέ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƻƻŘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ млмΦ  Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƘƻƻŘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 
the frame. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                 

RF&P Coach 706                                                                                       ex-RF&P GP-7 101  
 
                       



National Day of the Cowboy EventτJuly 25, 2009 
Dillwyn, VAτby Tom Hardesty 

 We had 150 passengers on board, only 45 short of a normal sold out train load.  We had a little adventure with 
the air hoses between BB caboose 224 and our coach 706 in the morning as we coupled the train.  It looked like the ca-
ōƻƻǎŜ ƘƻǎŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ тлсΩǎ ƘƻǎŜΦ  hƴŎŜ ŀƛǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ƛǘ ƭŜŀƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƛŜǾŜΦ  .ƻō 
Dickinson managed to find an extension in BB caboose 2222 to make the connection.  He is thinking of possibly extending 
the brake pipe on 706 to keep this problem from occurring in the future. 
 Because of the air hose problem, we departed about 20 minutes late around 9:50 am.  We had an extended stop 
at Rocky Mount Church Road while the Tom Mix Rangers and their Cowboy Days guests staged the big mock train robbery 
and shoot out!  Despite the late departure and stop for the mock robbery, we were back in Dillwyn on time at 1:00 pm.  All 
the track work the BB has recently done really makes a difference and the BB MOW department deserves lots of praise for 
it.  Engineer Fred Kite was able to run at our Maximum authorized speed of 15 mph in many spots to make up time without 
the Commissary rocking  all over the place. 
 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ όǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƻǊǎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǿōƻȅ 5ŀȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǿŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀǘ фΥлл ŀƳΣ 
ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎύΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇΦ 
A bluegrass band played on the steps of Dillwyn station to keep the passengers entertained until we got in the station. 
Larry Storch (F TroopτCorporal Agam τ he is now 86 years old) escorted by can-can girls rode from Dillwyn 3 miles 
(approximately 15 minutes) to the big shootout site.  Some of the cowboys got off there to return to the big festivities at 
the Lee Wayside Village.  The Tom Mix Rangers used the commissary car to provide bottled water for their passengers.  
After the trip, many of our crew got the roof off of open car Moo 1 (BB 301) in preparation for replacement while I was 
busy doing the last of the conductor duties (locking the derail, putting the crossing signal at US 15 back in service, etc.) 
 Note from editor:  Tom was serving as conductor while Giles Scott was on vacation.  Giles usually is the conductor 
on the trips.  According to Marsha Cox (trip chairman of ODC chapter) states there will another Cowboy Day next year and 
the charter train trip will be part of the big even.  No date has been set at this time.  Marsha sent this message:  “It was a 
very hot day, but everyone had a great time.  Thanks to all who were there hosting, working on the train, helping with park-
ing, etc. which helped make it a great event...in spite of the heat!” 

 
 
9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ 
 Kim Young sent a CD with many 
photos from the Cowboy Days event. 
Unfortunately, the processor on my 
computer continues  not to work prop-
erly, i.e.τthe CD slot.  Please stay tuned 
until October, and we shall try to have 
his photos in that issue. 
Marge Hardesty took these photos. 
They were in the August issue.   
     Thanks, Marge. 



 
THE WORLD OF RAILROADING by Jerry Grosshans 

Trains Magazine In a rebuff to Union Pacific, The Surface Transportation Board announced that railroads cannot 

refuse to haul dangerous cargoes such as chemicals.  UP had refused to quote a shipping rate between Utah and Texas, taking 
the position that the purchaser should have gotten the chemical from a source closer to the final destination. 
     aƻƴǎǘŜǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴǎΧΦ¦ƴƛƻƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜƎǳƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜ ǘǿƻ ŘƻǳōƭŜ-stack trains into one for the Southern 
California to Chicago service, as well as return to California.  Train lengths of up to 9,800 feet are regular occurrences and 
ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊǳƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊƻǳǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ [ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎ ǘƻ {ŀƭǘ [ŀƪŜ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ άƻƭŘέ UP 
Overland Route on east, rather than the ex-SP Sunset and Golden State Routes, at least for the present. 
  ²ƘƛƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ƻǊ άƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǊƛŘ ƻŦέ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎƻƳŜ 9a5 {5рл ǳƴƛǘǎΣ /{· ƛǎ 
taking the chance and rebuilding and de-rating (to 3,100 hp from 3,500) the prime movers.  The rebuilt units will be known as 
SD50-оΩǎΦ 
  More details of the BNSF A-1-A trucked #S44 units from GE have surfaced.  While the middle axle on each 
truck is unpowered, it normally still bears weight and is in contact with the rail.  However, upon starting, at slow speeds or on 
heavy hauls an air cylinder actually lifts the axle from the rail, putting all weight on the powered axles.  BNSF claims to be  
άƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ōǊŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƛƳƛƭŀr 
units with all axles under power. 
  VIA Rail Canada has dropped names from its premier trains, opting for a system which gives the origin and 
destination.  Simplified names more descriptive of the type and class of service offered has also been put into use. 
 

Railway Age {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƴŜǘ CǊŜƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀ ǳƴƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ 9a5 ǳǎƛƴƎ 

the older 16-645E3 prime mover of 3,000 hp.  While an EMD model, up to 40% of the parts would be made in South Africa.  
These units also use the older, non-steering six axle truck. 
 

Railway Gazette International Two heavy haul iron ore and transportation companies in Australia have agreed 

to pool power and combine mining and transportation assets.  BHP Billton and Rio Tinto use American diesel power and some 
of the most powerful units in use.  Many of the units, however, have modification exclusive to Australia and their heavy 
useage. 
  Saudi Arabia is drastically enlarging its rail network and is acquiring 25 EMD SD70AC models which will have 
modifications for the desert service they will encounter, such as high performance air filters and snowplow like devices for 
removing sand which would blow on the trackage, the units to be delivered before the end of 2010. 

 
Railfan & Railroad Amtrak California has begun rebuilding its EMD F59PHI locomotives with a more environmentally 

friendly version of the 12 cylinder 710 powerplant which was original equipment.  The new engines are said to reduce emis-
sions up to 50%. 
  Some rail-oriented media have reported that the bankrupt Colorado Railcar assets went to an entity known 
as American Railcar, LLC.  This is/was incorrect as the acquiring firm will be known as U. S Railcar. 
  Most of the defunct Grand Luxe Rail Journeys luxury fleet of cars have been acquired by Xanterra Parks & 
Resorts, owner of the Grand Canyon Railway.  Plans for the use of the former Grand Luxe equipment have not been an-
nounced. 
  The Union Pacific (x-Rio Grande) Cane Creek Sub which runs from Brendel to Potash in Utah has a new lease 
on life.  The desolate but spectacularly scenic 38 mile line was down to one train weekly as the potash deposits have been 
depleted.  However, the removal of uranium mine refuse from near Emkay (Bootlegger Tunnel) to near Brendel will give the 
line an extension of up to 10 years of service. 
  Those persons who have ridden or railfanned the Western Maryland Scenic Railway and the former WM 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ IŜƭƳǎǘŜǘǘŜǊΩǎ /ǳǊǾŜΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΣ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊd 
generation farmer, John Helmstetter, who assisted the WM Scenic and many railfans.  Sadly, on July 9, the famous red barn 
burned, with the loss of at least a dozen cattle.  WM Scenic is arranging for trips and assistance to the farmer for his loss. 
 

The Shortline {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ άǎǘƻǊŜŘέ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ όŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘƻǿƴǘǳǊƴύ ŀǊŜ нΣмлл ŦƻǊ ¦tΣ фллҌ ŦƻǊ 
BNSF, 600 for CSX, 400 for NS, 350 for CP and KCS, and 281 for CN. 



THE WORLD OF RAILROADING (continued) 
 
Progressive Railroading Railroad car owners:  By railroad:  Norfolk Southernτ90,430; BNSFτ89,696; UPτ

87,930;CSXτ74,910; CNτ44,637; then down to CPτ28,545; and KCSτ12,000.  No other railroad owned more than 10,000 
cars. It is believed that the totals for the two Canadian lines do not reflect all of their US holdings.  Private car owners are 
led by TTX with 208,000 cars, no other owner has more than 170,000.  Of interest locally, DuPont has 2,506 cars and Vir-
ginia Power has 1,670. 
 

Midwest Rail Scene Report BNSF has had several experiences with exploding turbocharges on its new GEVO (ES44_ 

locomotives and it is believed that other lines may have had some similar experiences.  GE has nailed the culprit, one of 
two suppliers of the turbocharger shafts, and is taking actions to remedy the situation. 
  Reversing an earlier announcement, the History Channel has stated that it will NOT be rerunning the Ex-
treme Trains segment, even though it was very highly rated. 
  After storing at least 35,000 cars, over its system, BNSF is building a long siding in Butte, MT for additional 
car storage. 
  Historic Rail Adventures LLC has replaced Rail Star Corp. as the operator of the Georgetown Loop Railroad 
in Colorado, for the remaining six years of the ten year contract. 
  The Oregon International Port of Coos Bay has contracted to have tunnel repair work and other trackwork 
done on a 60-mile line between Eugene and Coquille, which was shut down by Central Oregon & Pacific.  Locals believe 
service can be restored on the line sometime in 2010. 
 

Cinders CSX has added two office cars to its business fleet, named Tennessee and Ohio. 

  !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ tŜƴƴ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ тт-ǊƻƻƳ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǘƻǇ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦƭƻƻǊǎΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ Lƴƴ 
ŀǘ tŜƴƴ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 

GE release D9 ƛǎ ǘƻǳǘƛƴƎ ŀ с҈ ŦǳŜƭ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ 9Ǿƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊƛŜǎ όD9±hΧ 9{пп ƳƻŘŜƭǎύ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

equivalent EMD SD70ACe model, while putting out slightly more power. 
 
  /ƻƭƭƛŜǊ wŜǇƻǊǘΧ Visitors to the south end of the yard will be greeted by a new road that crosses the right 
of way of the out-of-service Burgess Connection.  Development is taking place across the right of way..  From signs which 
are in the area, apparently a residential development is being put in; something else to worry about when the High Speed 
Rail program in the area finally decides to do something. 
  From several sources and personal observations, it appears that CSX has reduced the number of trains 
running north-south, but from axles counts (given by the defect detectors at Broad Rock, Walthall and Carson) trains ap-
ǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎǊǳŘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΧΦǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀȄƭŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘ 
given by the detector and reduce by six (usually two six-axle units, except Amtrak's, which identify due to the low number 
ƻŦ ŀȄƭŜǎύ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀȄƭŜ ōȅ ŦƻǳǊΧΦƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ  ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƻŘŀƭ ŎŀǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘǊǳŎƪǎκ
wheelsets.  Local service from the Bellwood yard is no more, the yard is usually completely vacant, and some trackwork is 
being done, either replacement or removal.  Service to Hopewell is  now (again) based out of Acca Yard, having been oper-
ated out of Collier  for awhile.  Apparently, the small locomotive (GP38 or a Butthead) which stayed on the Clopton Spur 
near Cofer Road is either gone or left at some other place .  Fanshaw Yard (just north of DuPont) still sees plenty of crew 
changes, but trains do not seem to linger there as long as in the past.  Fanshaw is a good place to legally get close to the 
locomotives, just south of Dale Avenue, but if you get out of your car, look out for snakes, as I have seen several formidable 
Copperheads; deer can often be seen there, too.  As far as Norfolk Southern is concerned, trains going past Collier seem to 
remain at about the same as ever. 
  I found in my chapter mailbox a flyer concerning a multi-group meeting at the renovated Bristol, VA train 
station on October 16 and 17, sponsored by (among others) the Carolina, Clinchfield and Watauga Valley chapters of the 
NRHS.  It appears that what I got was only part of what was sent; so for more information, please contact these chapters. 
  Photographs have surfaced showing a car (coach??) with an unusual roofline on a UP business special in 
ƭŀǘŜ !ǇǊƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜǎ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜ άǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴέ ŎŀǊΣ ƻǊ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƻƳŜǘŜǊ ŎŀǊ ƻǊ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŎŀǊΦΦΦŀƴȅ 
ideas?? 


